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THE SYNAXARION

On December 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the fourteen thousand infants slain by
Herod in Bethlehem; George, bishop of Nicomedia; Venerable Abbot Markellos of the “Unsleeping Ones”
Monastery; and all Orthodox Christians who have died from hunger, thirst, the sword and freezing.

On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy and just Ancestors of God:
Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady the Theotokos; James the Brother of God and the First
Bishop of Jerusalem; and David the Prophet and King.

Verses
I honor Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin, who to be her protector was alone chosen.
Thou art a carpenter’s son, but also the brother of the Lord that built all with a word, O blest James.
What shall I say, seeing that the Lord testifieth, as a man after Mine own heart, I have found David.

David committed adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified him above all the
kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose the most beautiful penitential prayers (the
Psalms) and to prophesy the coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to take upon Himself flesh
from David’s seed. God designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin, and imparted to him great
honor in the plan of the salvation of mankind. Although Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, he was
a humble carpenter in Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Most-holy Virgin from the Temple in
Jerusalem and into his home. He entered into rest at the age of 110. The Apostle James is called the
“Brother of the Lord” because he was the son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved
Jesus and, according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Herod
sought to slay the newborn King.

By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst
destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all
the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the
east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen a Virgin
great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst worship, and by
the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to save our souls.

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the
Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy.

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was before all
the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the

shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the ages is
God.
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1 If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR

: Codes on the side to do so.

Coffee Hour
Available Dates

February 2 March 9
February 9 March 16
March 2 March 23
Host Coffee Hour

Offer Holy Bread




Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul

Tuesday, December 31st,

Matins & Divine Liturgy for the Circumcision of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ & the New Civil Year starting at 6:30 PM

Sunday, January 5th, Celebrating the Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ

Featurmg Fr Chris Rowe of OCMC; Project Mexico youth construction
i short-term missions; a video connection with multi-country Missionary
E Dana Bates from Africa, who works with youth education; and

i Fr Thomas Manuel, recent Orthodox Christian Mission Center missionary

' to Guatemala.

: Cost: $45 for older adults; $25 for those under 25.

St. Raphael's Table
The First Saturday of the Month

1 Preparing and distributing meals and
i toiletries to our neighbors
1 in need.

i To join in preparation/

i distribution

: use this QR code

SAVE THE DATE
DC-area Orthodox Christian Mission Center
Missions Awareness Dinner
Saturday, February 22, 2025
Hosted by Our Parish

Dance Through the Decades

Join us for a groovy disco party
celebrating the best music and
dance moves from the 60s-80s!

All are welcome!
Bring a friend or two!

2025 Church Calendars Are Now Available

Pick up from the literature display stands or ask one of the ushers

For more information, please visit bethesdacares.org.

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”.

December Charity Drive

During this month, we will be raising funds for Bethesda Cares. Their mission is
to prevent, ease, and end homelessness in our community.

1st & 3rd Tuesday
Bible Study

Forever Young!
First Friday of the Month

REGISTER HERE

If you are interested in joining
the Order of St Ignatius, this
will be a great opportunity to
be inducted while His
Eminence is with us.

www.OrderOfStlgnatius.org

Submit your
interest
in the Order here

Stay Up-to-date By Joining
Ss. Peter & Paul WhatsApp
Community

An Opportunity to

Stay Connected

Join a Variety of Chat Groups
And Receive Parish
Announcements E C O [m]

Scan
QR Code to Join

: For online donations,
$use your phone’s
camera to scan this

: code and follow the

: link to our secure

: donation portal.
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THE EPISTLE
God is wondrous in His saints. Bless God in the congregations.
The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19)

Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel, which was preached by me, is
not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how
[ persecuted the Church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my people; so extremely zealous was I for the
traditions of my fathers. But when He who had set me apart before I was born, and had
called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that I might
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again |
returned to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and
remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the
Lord’s brother.

THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)

When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he
rose and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children
in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two years old or under, according to the
time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken
by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.”
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the Child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and
went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew
to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”




Nativity Message 2024

By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)
Beloved in Christ,

[ extend my heartfelt greetings to each of you in these blessed days of the Nativity, holding you in my
prayers and asking our loving and incarnate Lord to lift you to His glory and to pour upon you His
abundant earthly and heavenly blessings.

On this sacred day, heaven bent down to embrace the earth, lifting it to itself. Before Christ, humanity
knew God as a mighty, powerful, awe-inspiring, and distant figure, one whose wrath they sought to avoid.
Yet, in Christ, we came to see a completely different face of God. Through His incarnation, we encountered
a God who is loving, embracing, near, and fully present— one who shares in all things with us, except for
sin.

God did not merely come to us; He became one of us, like us. He shared in our suffering, and through this,
He raised us to Himself. The birth of Jesus Christ in the flesh forever transformed humanity’s
understanding of God. But have we, as individuals and as Christian communities throughout history,
always lived according to what He has revealed and given to us? Often, we have failed to reflect His loving
and participatory nature. Yet history is also rich with luminous examples—countless saints and faithful
who have reflected the face of Christ in this suffering world.

In this joyous season, let us ask ourselves: How can we be born anew in Christ? How can we contribute to
comforting this broken and weary world in which we live? This holy feast challenges us to follow the
example of our Savior by embracing those in pain, those who are afraid, and those weighed down by the
burdens of life. It calls us to offer them a spark of hope—a light to lift them beyond their worries, their
pain, and their fears.

On this feast, let us remember our brothers and sisters throughout the world, especially those in the East,
who endure hardships and long to experience the joy of our Lord. Let us prepare our hearts to receive Him

within ourselves first so that we may see His presence in the faces of others.

[ greet you with love and joy, saying: Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Nativity Message 2024

By Patriarch John X

My brethren, shepherds of the holy Church of Antioch,

and my beloved sons and daughters, wherever you may be in the bounds of this Apostolic See:

"The peoples were enrolled by the decree of Caesar, but we, the faithful, have been inscribed in the name
of Your divinity."



With these words, penned by the hymnographer Kassiani, the Holy Church invites us to reflect on the
Nativity of Christ. It calls us to contemplate the condescension of God the Word during those days when a
census of the whole world was ordered. This event, placed before us by the Church, becomes an invitation
to enroll ourselves—heart and soul—in the name of Christ. It invites us to belong to Him alone, to be
witnesses to His love, witnesses to the greatness of His condescension, witnesses to His Gospel, witnesses
to His divinity—a divinity that did not disdain to descend and address a creation that It loved, a humanity
fallen in its pride and cast from its glory, only to be met by a Savior who restores it to its former glory.

In the quiet town of Bethlehem, amidst the melodies of the shepherds, the ever-watchful God descended
from the heights of His glory. He came to us through a Virgin Mother, clothed in modesty and meekness. He
came gentle, addressing a humanity slumbering in the caves of its heart, yearning for the light of the
Resurrection and the abundance of hope.

From a humble cave in the depths of the earth, the Most High, the Lord of glory, chose to appear to a
humanity shrouded in weakness and veiled in pride. He came as a child to speak to the children of
humanity, reclining in the Virgin's womb, which became the womb of every human mind. He came bearing
the good news of salvation to a humanity wandering in the deserts of arrogance and vanity. In humility, He
came to a humanity exalted in false pride. He entered in power to break down its walls, even as it fortified
itself with the ramparts of tyranny and false might.

Each year, humanity commemorates the nativity of that Child amidst the clamor of wars and unending
conflicts. Today, we remember Him in the midst of wars and fiery struggles. Today, we remember Him,
and in this memory, there is a plea to the Lord of peace. We remember Him through the eyes of every child
longing for His peace. We remember Him in the land where He was born, and from the East that nurtured
His disciples and launched His Gospel to the whole world. Humanity remembers Him, yet laments the
absence of His presence in the angels' hymn: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men." It remembers Him today as it wrestles with the infernal wars that reap lives and steal the joy
of humanity. It remembers Him as it stumbles in the mire of politics and the depths of interests that
trample human dignity and commodify it in the marketplace of this age's great powers.

Despite these trials, we hold onto the hope emanating from the eyes of the Divine Child, the eyes of the
Child of the manger, to whom we plead today for mercy upon His world. We also plead for this humanity,
staggering under the bitterness of its wars, longing for the fragrance of His peace. We implore Him to
extinguish the fires of war with the sweetness of His peace and to sow in human hearts a measure of His
gentleness.

Be with us, O Jesus, and touch our hearts with the sweetness of Your heart. Be with us, as You always are,
and grant our lands the spirit of Your peace. Tend to this East, where You were born, with Your divine
care, and preserve it with the abundance of Your mercy. Be with Your suffering humanity, as You always
are, enduring the afflictions of war—death, terror, hunger, destruction, displacement, and abduction. Calm
the turmoil of this world and subdue it with the might of Your silence. Grant rest to the souls of those who
have departed to behold Your holy face.

May God return these blessed days to all of you, our children at home and abroad, and to all people. May
these days be filled with goodness, prosperity, and blessings from the Child of the manger, the Lord of

mercy and the God of all consolation. Amen.

Damascus, December 20, 2024.



Church History - Fourth Century
Arianism

Shortly after the beginning of the Donatist schism, the Arian controversy arose. Arius, an
Alexandrian presbyter, began teaching some time before 318 that the Logos, the Word
of God who became man—]Jesus Christ—is not the divine Son of God. For Arius, the Son
of God is not the pre-existent, eternally existing, uncreated Second Person of the Holy
Trinity, but a created being—created out of nothing, like everything else, by God the
Father.

According to Arius, God is not the uncreated Holy Trinity. Rather, God is the Father, the
Creator, alone. For Arius, God the Father created His Logos, or Word, or Son, as the first
and greatest of His creatures. This Logos then earned the right to be worshiped as God
because of His constant devotion to the Father. Thus the Son became God’s instrument
for the salvation of the world, being born as the man Jesus. Hence, for Arius, Jesus Christ
is not the uncreated, divine Son of God having exactly the same uncreated divine nature
that God the Father has. Rather, He is a created being, as is the Holy Spirit.

Saint Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria (r. 312-328), tried to
convince Arius to stop this teaching that directly subverted
the Bible and the traditional teaching and worship of the
Church. But Arius refused to desist. Instead, he appealed far
and wide for support. He found his most powerful ally in
Eusebius, Bishop of Nicomedia, his former classmate in the
Christian school at Antioch led by Saint Lucian (d. 312).
[ronically, it was this Arian-sympathizing Bishop Eusebius
who eventually became the court theologian to Emperor
Constantine in his later years, and who baptized him on his
deathbed in 337.

Saint Lucian

The Orthodox Faith
Volume III - Church History




