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THE SYNAXARION

On December 22 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr Anastasia the
deliverer from potions, and her teacher, the Martyr Chrysogonos.

On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we have been enjoined by our holy and God
-bearing Fathers to make commemoration of all them that from the beginning of time have been well-
pleasing unto God, from Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos, according to
genealogy, as Luke the Evangelist hath recounted historically; and likewise for the Prophets and
Prophetesses, especially of Daniel the Prophet and the three holy youths.

It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. We remember the aforementioned names,
those in the Old Testament who were related to Christ by blood, and those who spoke of His Birth as a
man. In the Divine Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from the Gospel of Saint Matthew. In
this way, the Church shows us that Christ truly became a man, taking on human nature. He was not a
ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant imagined god, or the abstract god of philosophers; such a god does
not have a family tree. Our God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has flesh and blood, human
ancestors—many of whom sinned greatly, but like David, also repented greatly. Yet, all of these
righteous ones in every age had been wellpleasing to God because they loved Him. By taking on human
nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in flesh and blood, in mind and soul, and in heart and
will. He differed from us in only one way: He could not sin. Since we know that Christ’s human nature
remained sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows us the way in which we can avoid sin, and so
improve and transform our human nature.

By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst
arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried
aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy
providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR
Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath opened unto all. * Ephratha, prepare thyself, for now, behold, the
Tree of Life * hath blossomed forth in the cave from the holy Virgin. * Her womb hath proved a true
spiritual Paradise, * wherein the divine and saving Tree is found, * and as we eat thereof we shall all
live, * and shall not die as did Adam. * For Christ is born now to raise the image that had fallen
aforetime.

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of flames as
though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions as though they were
sheep. Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the
Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy.

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was before all
the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the
shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the ages is
God.




For the Health of these Parishioners DEPARTED
Samantha Carter Joyce & Terri Christo & Mary Christakis Nabeeha Ayoub
Suad Shammas Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud Reni & Ivan Haydoutov
g Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah Vilma Bellone Showke George
9 Michael Shihadi Joanna Khoury Sherrie Zachariah & family Richard Seikaly
E Nadim Zarour Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny Abdallah Dahir
g Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub
@ |]Juliana, Metody & family ~ Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami
E‘ Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied =~ Margo, Sam & Family
g Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Sylvia & Selma Habib Barbara Zamer & Family
O Frank & Barbara Ellis Grace Saah & Family Edward & Eleanor Husson
Brian, Caroline & Family  Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family
Steve, Jennifer & Family
Special Prayer this Week for MEMORIAL
Timothy Dowse Elizabeth Carroll Lilly Cook Richard Seikaly (40 days)
Milena Paskaleva & Family Michael Piechocinski Gino Michaels & Family Abdallah Dahir (1 year)
Kera Tomlin & Family Paul Misleh Diane & Nader Showke George (9 days)
Richard & Jamie Antoinette Najmeh

| Coffee Hour is offered by Metody Tilev in loving memory of
I Reni & Ivan Haydoutov (Parents of Juliana Tilev).

: Holy Bread is offered by the Seikaly Family in loving memory
1 of Richard Seikaly for his forty-day memorial.

: Holy Bread is offered by Nancy Dahir in loving memory of her
1 husband, Abdallah Dahir, for his one-year memorial.

! Holy Bread is offered by Scott & Martha George in loving
| memory of Showke George for his nine-day memorial.

| Ifyou want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR

1 Codes on the side to do so.

Coffee Hour
Available Dates

December 29  March 2
February 2 March 9
February 9 March 16

Host Coffee Hour Offer Holy Bread




Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul

Tuesday, December 24th,

Royal Hours & Typika at 10:00 AM

Festal Matins & Divine Liturgy for the Nativity or Our Lord Jesus

Christ at 6:30 PM

Tuesday, December 31st,

Matins & Divine Liturgy for the Circumcision of Our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ & the New Civil Year starting at 6:30 PM

Sunday, January 5th, Celebrating the Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ

St. Raphael's Table

1 toiletries to our neighbors
1 in need.

i To join in preparation/
 distribution

i use this QR code

The First Saturday of the Month

| Preparing and distributing meals and

. 2025 Church Calendars Are Now Available

I Pick up from the literature display stands or ask one of the ushers

1

1st & 3rd Tuesday
Bible Study

Forever Young!
First Friday of the Month

[EZR ey

REGISTER HERE

S

If you are interested in joining
the Order of St Ignatius, this
will be a great opportunity to
be inducted while His
Eminence is with us.

www.OrderOfStlgnatius.org

Submit your
interest
in the Order here

December Charity Drive

For more information, please visit bethesdacares.org.

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”.

During this month, we will be raising funds for Bethesda Cares. Their mission is
to prevent, ease, and end homelessness in our community.

Stay Up-to-date By Joining
Ss. Peter & Paul WhatsApp
Community

An Opportunity to

Stay Connected

Join a Variety of Chat Groups
And Receive Parish
Announcements [m]<Sr [u]

Scan
QR Code to Join

: For online donations,
$use your phone’s
camera to scan this

: code and follow the

: link to our secure

: donation portal.

..............................................




THE EPISTLE
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
For Thou art justified in all that Thou hast done for us.
The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign armies to
flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that
they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about
in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering
over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from
us they should not be made perfect.

THE GOSPEL

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (1:1-25)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the
father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and
Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa
the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah
the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father
of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to
Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the
father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were
fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the
deportation to Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in
this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found
to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her
not until she had borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus.




The Nativity and Almsgiving, Part Two
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

This simple reflection on Christmas leads us to the Christian concept of giving. The first
attitude required of Christians is to be open to the gift of God, because when they accept
the divine gift and appreciate its importance and role in their life, they become worthy to
practice giving in turn. “By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16).

The Bible urges us to give and places great importance on giving. In the Old Testament
(Deuteronomy 26), giving tithes was an expression of man'’s gratitude to God for the gifts
He has given us. In the New Testament, this concept extends beyond tithes to giving
everything. The Lord says, “Give to anyone who asks of you” (Matthew 5:42), meaning
that Christ asks His disciples to keep their hearts and hands open. Ears unwilling to hear
are a sign of hardness of heart, unbefitting of a disciple of Christ.

Christian giving does not have a certain limit; it is open to perfection. Humans give
according to their ability. But this ability is determined by their love for the Lord, and
their appreciation for what He has done and is doing for them. It is also determined by
the degree of their freedom from the love of possession, and their awareness of the
importance of almsgiving to the extent where almsgiving will become their joy.

Many people give in order to fulfill the divine commandment, while others give to gain
God'’s blessings and to please God. Both types of giving are acceptable, but incomplete.
Giving is linked to the spiritual level that the giver has reached. There are those who
have reached the point of imitating Christ literally by giving everything, even offering
their entire lives. The love of almsgiving grows in us exponentially as we grow in the love
of God.

Some refrain from giving for many reasons. These people have not experienced the joy of
giving and its effect on them. People often think that giving gladdens the hearts of those
who receive it. This is undoubtedly true, but does it not gladden the heart of the giver
more? The Bible says: “A generous soul will be enriched, and he who waters will himself
be watered” (Prov. 11:25). It has been said: “The Lord loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7).
The joy of the gift’s recipient is a double joy for the givers, because God blesses them.

Giving does not stop at material things. It is a state that believers experience constantly,
until it becomes permanent. Do not deprive yourself of giving, and do not make any
excuses, lest you remain closed to yourself. Your sincere smile may provide refreshment



for a sad soul. Your look of tenderness and compassion may revive a suffering person
who lacks love and care. The warm touch of your hand may restore the spirit of someone
feeling neglected and lonely.

No one is exempt from the virtue of giving. Let us remember the widow's mite. The
lesson lies in your willingness to give before the quality and quantity of gifts. Imitate
your incarnate Lord for your sake and for your salvation. Respond to His amazing giving
by imitating it as much as you are able, and you will see how many blessings you will
reap for yourself. Giving frees you from selfishness, isolation, self-love and fear, which
can kill. Christ did not come to keep you captive; He came to liberate you and give you
the fullness of life. Throw yourself before Him and pile the dust of your selfishness at the
feet of the Divine Child. Open your hands to be filled with His gifts, so that you can
happily pass them on to your brethren, and the celebration of the feast will truly begin.



Church History - Fourth Century
The Donatist Schism

Though the Church was free from external persecution in the era of Constantine, inner
troubles soon arose to disturb its peace. First, there was the Donatist Schism that
erupted in western North Africa. This was a schism between those who supported a
certain Majorinus—soon afterwards succeeded by Donatus—to be the bishop of
Carthage, and those who supported the regularly elected bishop, Caecilian. The
Donatists opposed Bishop Caecilian because he was willing to grant the possibility of
repentance to those who had lapsed during the Diocletian Persecution, and because one
of the bishops who consecrated him allegedly had surrendered holy books to the
authorities.

In an attempt to help the Church resolve this conflict, Constantine summoned the parties
to Rome to appear before a commission led by Pope Miltiades. When this commission
decided in favor of Bishop Caecilian, the Donatists refused to accept the judgment. They
complained to Constantine that the matter had been judged too hastily and by too few
other bishops. Yielding to their request to reopen the case, the emperor summoned a
much larger council to address the problem. This Council of Arles (in Gaul—modern day
France) in 314 also decided against the Donatists.

But still the Donatists refused to be reconciled with Bishop Caecilian, and in 316
Constantine resorted to the use of force to try to bring the schism to an end.
Unfortunately, this gave the movement an aura of martyrdom. Fueled by the anti-Roman
feelings of the native Berber population of the region, the schism became more deeply
entrenched than ever.

Constantine stopped using force against the Donatists in 321, but the schism continued
into the next century. The Church in western North Africa never fully recovered from
this grievous schism, so that when the Muslims swept across this region in the 7th
century, there was little resistance from the Christians, and Christianity was virtually
obliterated there.

The Orthodox Faith
Volume III - Church History




