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THE SYNAXARION

On December 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable Paul of Latra. On this day, we also
commemorate the contest of the holy Hieromartyr Eleutherios, Bishop of Illyria, and his mother, Saint Anthia.

Verses
Eleutherios, being by nature no servant, gave no service to error on seeing the broadswords.
Blades on the fifteenth murdered Godlike Eleutherios and Anthia.

‘Anthia heard the Gospel from the great Apostle Paul himself, and was baptized by him. Being early left a widow, she
entrusted her only son to the education and service of the Bishop of Rome, Anacietus. Seeing how greatly Eleutherios was
gifted and illumined by the grace of God, the bishop ordained him as bishop of Illyria at age 20. This Godly man kept his
flock like a good shepherd, adding to their number from day to day. In the year 120, Emperor Hadrian, a persecutor of
Christians, sent a commander, Felix, with soldiers, to seize Eleutherios. Instead, Felix became a Christian, as did the
Governor Choribus. They went back to the capitol where all three men were tortured and beheaded. As Anthia held the
dead body of her son, she was also beheaded. Their bodies were taken to Valona in Albania, where Eleutherios glorifies
the name of Christ to this day by many wonders.

On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of our Lord Jesus.

Verses
Receive joy, O Forefathers which lived aforetime,
As now ye behold at hand Christ the Messiah.
Be glad, O Abraham, for thou art shown to be the forefather of Christ.

We remember all the holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who prefigured or foretold Christ: Adam the first Father,
Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham, the friend of God, Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, Jacob and the twelve patriarchs. We then
commemorate those who lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Samuel, David, and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Ezekiel; the twelve minor prophets; Elijah, Elisha, Zachariah, and John the Baptist; and finally the Virgin Mary, the
intermediary between mankind and her divine Son. Indeed, the Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the
Prophets, but to redeem humanity which bemoaned the weight of evil since Adam; to realize the promise made to
Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law of Love; and to give Resurrection and Life to mankind. This feast
prepares us for the Nativity of Jesus Christ, placing before us the anticipation and hope for His coming among us.

By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the threeday burial,
that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFATHERS IN TONE TWO
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone before and betrothed
unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed
sprouted forth a noble fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their
pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. ELEUTHERIOS OF ILLYRIA IN TONE FIVE
(**Let us worship the Word**) Being comely adorned in thy sacred priestly robes * and newly drenched with
the streams of thy pure and sanctified blood, * thou didst soar aloft to stand before thy Master, Christ; *
hence never cease to intercede * for those honoring with faith thy mighty and blessed contest, * thou
overthrower of Satan, O wise and blessed Eleutherios.
APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR
0 foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the Master of
all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy.
KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was before all the
ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the shepherds now
glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the ages is God.
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: Following the Divine Liturgy, our Sunday school children
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| St. Ignatius Order Annual Luncheon during the coffee hour.

If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR

1 Codes on the side to do so.

. « December 22
. December 29
¢ January 26

Host Coffee Hour

Coffee Hour
Available Dates

February 2
February 9
February 16

Offer Holy Bread



Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul

Today, Dec 15th, Annual St. Ignatius Christmas Luncheon, after the
Liturgy

Tuesday, December 24th,
Royal Hours & Typika at 10:00 AM
Festal Matins & Divine Liturgy for the Nativity or Our Lord Jesus
Christ at 6:30 PM

i St. Raphael's Table
i The First Saturday of the Month

| Preparing and distributing meals and
1 toiletries to our neighbors
1 in need.

i To join in preparation/
 distribution

i use this QR code

As we approach the Christmas Season, the Ladies Auxiliary
will be collecting donations for the Poinsettias Project.
Donations are offered for the health of

or in memory of your family and/or friends.

Scan QR Code to fill out the form and make your donation.
Prefer a paper form?

Please see Thomaseena Cox or Leila Ayoub.

December Charity Drive

During this month, we will be raising funds for Bethesda Cares. Their mission is
to prevent, ease, and end homelessness in our community.

For more information, please visit bethesdacares.org.

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”.

1st & 3rd Tuesday
Bible Study

Forever Young!
First Friday of the Month

[EZR ey

REGISTER HERE

S

If you are interested in joining
the Order of St Ignatius, this
will be a great opportunity to
be inducted while His
Eminence is with us.

www.OrderOfStlgnatius.org

Submit your
interest
in the Order here

Stay Up-to-date By Joining
Ss. Peter & Paul WhatsApp
Community

An Opportunity to

Stay Connected

Join a Variety of Chat Groups
And Receive Parish
Announcements [m]<Sr [u]

Scan
QR Code to Join

: For online donations,
$use your phone’s
camera to scan this

: code and follow the

: link to our secure

: donation portal.

8 .
..............................................




THE EPISTLE
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saint.
What shall we render unto the Lord for all that He hath rendered unto us?
The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (1:8-18)

Timothy, my son, do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God, Who saved us and
called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose
and the grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has manifested through
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, Who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and
apostle and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know
Whom I have believed, and I am sure that He is able to guard until that Day what has been
entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from me, in
the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has been entrusted to
you by the Holy Spirit Who dwells within us. You are aware that all who are in Asia
turned away from me, and among them Phygelos and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant
mercy to the household of Onesiphoros, for he often refreshed me; he was not ashamed of
my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me eagerly and found me. May
the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day and you well know all the
service he rendered at Ephesus.

THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many;
and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come; for all is now ready.” But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The first
said to him, ‘T have bought a field, and I must go out and see it; [ pray you, have me
excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I
pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.” So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder
in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring
in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you
commanded has been done, and still there is room.” And the master said to the servant,
‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be
filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For
many are called, but few are chosen.”




The Nativity and Almsgiving, Part One
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The hymn of the angels at the Nativity of Christ is the key verse to the practical meaning
of this feast. The angels of heaven sing: 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill among men' (Luke 2:14). God is always glorified in the highest, and through His
presence, peace is achieved on earth and goodwill enters the hearts and souls of
mankind.

If the glory of God in the highest, the peace on earth, and the goodwill among men are
interconnected, then the responsibility for achieving them falls primarily on the
believers. The incarnation of the Lord Jesus teaches us to be messengers of peace and
apostles of joy. This great responsibility is not fulfilled by excessive concern for the
appearances of the holiday, but by working seriously to make the Lord ever present in
and directing our lives.

Hence, this feast gains priority among believers in knowing how Jesus Christ was born in
their souls. If they remain during the feast and after it as they were before, this means
that the feast has not achieved its goal inside of them. Church feasts are stations for self-
examination, and new beginnings to a more advanced extent in the life of virtue and the
fruition of the Holy Spirit.

Today, Christmas is an essential moment to think about bringing joy to the hearts of
despondent, sad, displaced and suffering people all around us. Unfortunately, their
population is on the rise. The most important question is: How do we bring them joy?
The answer is simple: by giving - morally, spiritually, emotionally and materially.
Reviewing the customs associated with this feast is necessary and essential for all
believers. On this feast, let us invite each other to activate our participation in bringing
joy to our brothers and sisters in God.

How do we return the customs of this feast to their origin? Consider the popular
tradition of exchanging gifts and distributing alms to the needy on this blessed holiday.
The origin of this tradition goes back to the Christian belief that God has presented
humanity the greatest gift at Christmas, the second person of the Holy Trinity, His Word,
His Son, in order to save it. Therefore, believers offer gifts to one another as a token of
gratitude to God for His greatest gift: Jesus Christ.

Like everything transcendent, the concept of giving is distorted by sinful humans and
diverted from its original meaning. In like manner, this tradition has become disfigured



with excessive consumerism where exchanging gifts is now a mere imposed seasonal
tradition. Anyone can see the excess in this area. Gifts should not be exchanged between
people just because “it is Christmas,” regardless of the receivers and their needs.
Nevertheless, it remains a beautiful custom, although it needs more spirituality and
personalization.

Believers first present themselves as pure offerings to the Lord. The Lord came to us to
save us, so we, in turn, present ourselves to Him pure and clean with sincere repentance
and a noticeable change for the better.

Then, we present to our brothers, sisters, loved ones and friends a simple, thoughtful
and joyful offering. Hence, it has become customary on the eve of this feast for all family
members to gather for Christmas dinner.

The most important thing is for believers to visit the grieving, the needy, and the
neglected, bringing whatever they can provide them during the Nativity Fast.

This feast is an occasion to practice giving. God gave us Himself, so we give Him
ourselves. God visited us with His great mercy, so we visit others with our love derived
from His love.

: 2025 Church Calendars Are Now Available -I
I Pick up from the literature display stands or ask one of the ushers
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Church History - Fourth Century
Constantine (Part Four)

Excerpts from the Edict of Milan (continued)

Another typical Western view is that Constantine initiated the process whereby the
Eastern Church became subject to and dominated by the Emperor—a state of affairs
called caesaropapism. In reality, while there were some notable exceptions, most of the
time the Eastern Church functioned in harmony with the State in a relationship known
as symphonia. In this arrangement, the Church was responsible for the spiritual welfare
of the people, while the Emperor was responsible for their physical and material well-
being. The Emperor had the responsibility to defend and protect the realm; thus he was
also seen as defending and protecting the Faith of the realm. But this did not mean that
he was dominating the Church. Rather, he was helping to assure that it could continue to
function in peace.

The emperor sometimes recognized the need to help the Church to resolve internal
disputes. At such times he would use his authority to summon Church councils. Thus, it
was an emperor or empress who called each of the Seven Great Ecumenical Councils
(called “Ecumenical” because they were received by the entire Church). But this does not
mean that the State was interfering in its life. Rather, the emperor or empress acted in
collaboration with Church leaders in calling these councils, and allowed the Church to
reach its own decisions during the councils.

Sadly, however, some emperors did use their authority to support heretical teachings.
The most prominent and grievous example is the era of the six Iconoclastic emperors in
the 8th and 9th centuries.

For all of Constantine’s great efforts on behalf of the Christian Church and in promoting
its influence in his vast domain, and for his own repentance and life of faith, he is
revered in the Eastern Church as Saint Constantine the Great, Equal-to-the-Apostles. He
and his illustrious mother, Saint Helen, are honored together on May 21. Interestingly,
he is not considered a saint in the Roman Catholic Church, no doubt partly because of his
permanent removal of the imperial capital from Rome to Constantinople.

The Orthodox Faith
Volume III - Church History




