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We welcome all our guests and visitors worshipping with us at the Divine Liturgy. 
Please let our ushers know that you are visiting with us today. We would love to stay in touch!  
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Great Vespers: Saturday 6:00 pm  
Check the Calendar 

for possible cancellation 
Matins: Sundays 9:20am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 
Confessions: By appointment  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2024 
  

Tenth Sunday of Luke 
 

Forefeast of the Conception of the Theotokos; 

Venerable Patapios of Thebes; Sophronios, 

bishop of Cyprus  

 

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom** 

Love for God is the source and starting point of 
every virtue, love for the world is the cause of 
all evil. For that reason, these two loves are at 
enmity with each other and destroy each other. 
As the Lord’s brother declares: Friendship of 
the world is enmity to God. Whoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God 
(James 4:4). And John, whom Christ loved, says, 
If any man loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all the is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father (1 John 2:15-16). Let us take heed, 
brethren, lest by loving evil desires and being 
arrogant to one another, we fall away from our 
heavenly Father’s love. For these two evils 
include ever passion which separates us from 
God. 
 

- St. Gregory Palamas 
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THE SYNAXARION  
 

On December 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our righteous Father Patapios of 
Thebes in Egypt. 
 

Verses 
Having patently forsaken the earth’s corruptible pathways,  

Thou patterest, O Patapios, where the feet of the meek do patter. 
On the eighth, O Patapios, thou troddest green pasture. 

 
Patapios abhorred the vanity of this world and withdrew into the wilderness of Egypt. There he 
devoted himself to a life of asceticism, cleansing his heart of all earthly desires and thoughts for the 
sake of God’s love. However, when his virtues became known among the people, they came to him 
for solace in their sufferings. Fearing the praise of men, which darkens the minds of men and 
separates them from God, Patapios fled this wilderness to Constantinople, thinking he could hide 
himself more easily in a big city; but a light cannot be hidden. A child, blind from birth, was led by 
God’s providence to Patapios. He besought the saint to pray to God that he be given his sight to look 
upon God’s creation and praise Him all the more. Patapios, having compassion on the suffering 
child, prayed to God, and the child’s sight was restored. This miracle revealed God’s chosen one, and 
people rushed to him for healing, comfort and instruction. Patapios performed many other 
miracles, all through prayer in the name of Christ and by the sign of the Cross. In great old age, he 
peacefully entered the Heavenly Kingdom in the seventh century. 
 On this day, we also commemorate the forefeast of the conception of the Theotokos; and 
Sophronios, bishop of Cyprus. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. 
Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst 
turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles 
proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.  
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede 
with the Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy 
 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE 
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who 
was before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with 
the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young 
Child Who * before the ages is God.  
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For the Health of these Parishioners 

Lily Bitar & family Showke George  Christo & Mary Christakis 

Suad Shammas Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud  

Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah  Vilma Bellone 

Michael Shihadi  Joanna Khoury  Sherrie Zachariah & family 

Nadim Zarour  Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny 

Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub 

Juliana, Metody & family Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami  

Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied  Margo, Sam & Family 

Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Sylvia & Selma Habib Barbara Zamer & Family 

Frank & Barbara Ellis Grace Saah & Family Edward & Eleanor Husson 

Brian, Caroline & Family Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family 

Steve, Jennifer & Family Samantha Guthrie Joyce & Terri 

 
Teen SOYO are having a Fundraising Zaatar Sale during the 
coffee hour.  
 

If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR  
Codes on the side to do so. 

Coffee Hour 
Available Dates 

 

December 22      January 26 
December 29      February 2 
January 12           February 9 

Host Coffee Hour Offer Holy Bread 

Special Prayer this Week for    

Timothy Dowse  Elizabeth Carroll Lilly Cook 

Milena Paskaleva & Family Michael Piechocinski Gino Michaels & Family  

Kera Tomlin & Family Diane & Nader  

Richard & Jamie Robert & Kerri Bridenhagen   

Ghanem Family  Intesar Masarweh Ghanem  Paul Misleh 

David & Dolly Browning  Gaelle, Justin, Anastasia Misleh  Larissa Koblach  

DEPARTED 

Baby Michell  

Makael & Hanneh Ghanem  

Afifa & Yousef Masarweh  

Fahed & Nimer Masarweh  

Yaqub & Wadeea Masarweh  

Barbra Abraham  

Fouad & Salwa Azkoul  

Wayne & Ophelia Browning  

REMOVAL OF CROWNS 

Robert & Kerri Bridenhagen 

CHURCHING 

Cecilia Tashman (Tarek & 
Amy)  



 

 

Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

Today, After the Divine Liturgy, Teen SOYO are having a Fundraising 
Zaatar Sale during the coffee hour. 

Metropolitan Saba will visit us the weekend of December 14-15. Mark 
your calendar now to welcome him in our midst.  

Sunday, Dec 15th, Annual St. Ignatius Christmas Luncheon, after the 
Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 24th, Nativity Matins &  Divine Liturgy at 6:30 PM  

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
Bible Study  
(8:30 pm/Zoom) 
 
REGISTER HERE 

Forever Young! 
First Friday of the Month  

   
REGISTER HERE 

Teen SOYO 
Christmas Gathering 
December 8 at 2:30 PM 

Dn. Christian & Sh. Zeina’s 
Home 

• Secret Santa 
• Spiritual Discussion 
• Food 
• Fellowship 

Antiochian Women 
Christmas Luncheon 

Saturday, December 14 at 1:00 pm 
Ss. Peter & Paul 

Kogok Banquet Hall 
Guest Speaker Metropolitan Saba 
Lenten Lunch, Art Silent Auction, 

Door Prizes, and Games 
 

Scan QR Code to 
Purchase Tickets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Charity Drive 
 

During this month, we will be raising funds for Bethesda Cares. Their mission is 
to prevent, ease, and end homelessness in our community. 
 
For more information, please visit bethesdacares.org. 
 

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”. 

For online donations, 
use your phone’s 
camera to scan this 
code and follow the 
link to our secure 
donation portal.  

DONATIONS FOR THE POINSETTIAS 

As we approach the Christmas Season, the Ladies Auxiliary 
will be collecting donations for the Poinsettias Project.  
Donations are offered for the health of 
or in memory of your family and/or friends. 
Scan QR Code to fill out the form and make your donation. 
Prefer a paper form? 
Please see Thomaseena Cox or Leila Ayoub. 

St. Raphael's Table 
The First Saturday of the Month 

 

Preparing and distributing meals and 
toiletries to our neighbors 
in need. 
To join in preparation/
distribution  
use this QR code 

Amazon Wishlist 
for Toiletry Bags is 
available here. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Order of St Ignatius, this will be 
a great opportunity to be  
inducted while His Eminence is 
with us.  
 

www.OrderOfStIgnatius.org 
 

Submit your interest in the Order 
here.  
 
YOU CAN MAKE 
A LASTING  
DIFFERENCE 



 

 

THE EPISTLE 
The Lord will give strength to His people. Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the 

Lord honor and glory. 
The reading from the Epistle of St.  Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22) 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the 
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and 
ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing 
the hostility to an end.  And He came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and 
peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also 
are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (13:10-17) 

 At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there 
was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and 
could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, 
“Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands upon her, and 
immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, 
indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days 
on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the 
Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite! Does not each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought 
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to 
shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him. 

Stay Up-to-date By Joining 
Ss. Peter & Paul WhatsApp Community 

 
An Opportunity to 
Stay Connected 
Join a Variety of Chat Groups 
And Receive Parish Announcements  
 
Scan QR Code to Join 



 

 

The Holy Scriptures: Nourishment of the Faithful, Part Three 
 
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)  
 
Then what? 
After revealing Himself as “the God of our Fathers,” God began to reveal Himself through 
His attributes by practical application. The people He had chosen were ignorant and 
ungrateful: “Not because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples” (Deut 7:7). They were a stubborn people who understood only 
practical things with great difficulty: “For you are a stiff-necked people” (Deut 9:6). Is 
this not the reality of human beings even in our present day? God first revealed to Moses 
that He is the Existing One: “I am who I am” “ehye ‘a s er ‘ehye” in Hebrew (Exodus 3:14), 
and the journey effectively started. God became known through His action in nature: He 
became our God, the One Who takes care of us. He is the God Who made the Red Sea into 
dry land, Who fed us in the wilderness with manna, Who brought water out of the flinty 
rock, Who healed us from snake bites, etc. Thus, God appeared as the Master of nature. 
 
Confrontations began with other tribes and nations. These conflicts were common in 
those ancient days, especially among nomadic peoples (we can recall the tribal invasions, 
the raids of the Bedouins). The land was still under various forms of colonization and 
occupation. Here, God appeared as the Master of history, but His program with His 
people was different. Although He is supremely powerful and mightier than all gods, He 
does not always grant victory to His tribe. When they win, He is the victor and the 
strongest, and when they lose, He has withdrawn from them His support yet remained 
the strongest. Why did God abandon us? This question recurs many times in the Old 
Testament. We still ask today why God left us in this or that ordeal. Why does He allow 
temptations? Why doesn’t He stop evils from happening to us? Do we not often behave 
like the people of the Old Testament? Do we not act as though God is exclusively our God, 
as if we were His chosen people and other peoples are not of His creation, and are, at 
best, of a lower rank? 
 
God’s answer was, I am with you as long as you are faithful, but when you abandon My 
covenants, I leave you to what you have left Me for. They knew, then, that He is the 
sovereign God and that they must obey Him. His laws and commandments require moral 
change and spiritual transcendence.  
 
It was time for humans to rise to the level of justice. God’s law for them became to 
establish justice: “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” (Exodus 21:24). This was a 
qualitative leap for a society dominated by vengeance and disproportionate retaliation.  
 



 

 

What does this God want next?  
 
Justice is good, yet it is merely a step towards knowing God, but not in itself sufficient. 
Man must move from the letter to the spirit, from the laws to their goal, from the canons 
to their purpose, from the rituals to the heart of the Lord. He must move from the flesh to 
the soul. Mercy is more important than justice (see Matthew 9:13). Animal sacrifice is a 
symbol of the sacrifice of the heart: “Sacrifices to God are a broken spirit” (Psalm 50:17). 
Worship is not in hymns, incense, and grand celebrations but in mercy, justice, and 
kindness. This God seeks hearts of flesh, not stone (read from the prophets, especially 
Isaiah and Joel).  
 
However, the harshness of man drives him to resist spiritual transcendence. Hence, exile 
was a means of purification from worldly and eternal impurities. God allowed 
Nebuchadnezzar to destroy the ancient temple, thus mocking the people who tried to 
confine Him to it. In the exile in Babylon, they had spent a thousand years with this God, 
yet they still were unable to grasp that He is the one true God, not confined to any place – 
not even the temple of Jerusalem. They lamented: “By the rivers of Babylon... how shall 
we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” (Psalm 136:1). Their concern was whether He 
would hear their song, as if they were far removed from Him. The shock of exile was 
severe yet purifying and cleansing. The Babylonian captivity created the faithful remnant 
who remained loyal to their God’s teachings and aligned their lives with His 
commandments. From them would come the Virgin Mary, John the Baptist, and all who 
would accept Jesus Christ.  
 
In light of this reading, we understand the holy scriptures and hear God’s word directed 
to us personally. Such a reading recognizes that the holy scriptures are a religious book, 
not a history book, although they contain elements of history. They are not a book of 
science and secular knowledge, even if they mention information that may align or 
conflict with contemporary scholarship. They are not a book of human wisdom, although 
they used the wisdom of the time to educate and refine humanity. They are the journey 
of God with humanity – a personal journey and intimate companionship – culminating in 
His death on the cross for them and their salvation. They are a book where we encounter 
our God, get to know Him, and hear His word.  
 
Shall we now begin to understand our Christian reading of the Holy Scriptures? 
 

2025 Church Calendars Are Now Available 
Pick up from the literature display stands or ask one of the ushers 



 

 

Church History - Fourth Century 
Constantine (Part Three) 
 

Excerpts from the Edict of Milan 
 
In the next year Emperor Constantine had a dream which he believed was given to him by God, directing 
him to build a magnificent Christian city at the site of the ancient town of Byzantium. Very strategically 
located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, this city was officially dedicated in 330 as Constantinople 
(meaning “City of Constantine”), the new imperial capital. The emperor helped to build churches there, in 
particular the Church of the Holy Apostles, where he was buried upon his death in 337. 
 
Another highlight of his reign was the visit of his mother, Saint Helen, to Palestine. There she made 
pilgrimage to the holy sites of Christ’s life. With divine guidance she made a discovery that inflamed the 
heart of the Christian world. Near the hill of Golgotha outside Jerusalem, she found the True Cross on 
which Christ was crucified. Constantine helped to build churches at some of these sites, including the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and Jerusalem quickly became a great center of pilgrimage for the entire 
Christian world.  
 
The era of Constantine is sometimes seen in the West as the beginning of the corruption of the pure 
Christianity of the Early Church. During the fourth century, millions more people become Christians, many 
of whom may not have had the spiritual fervor of the early Christians. But for Orthodox Christians, the 
great importance of Constantine is that with his conversion to the true faith, what was only a seemingly 
impossible dream now became possible: namely, the conversion of the entire society—the whole 
empire—to Christ.  
 
Constantine not only allowed the Church to operate freely; he also specifically helped it in many ways. He 
restored or made restitution for properties that Christians had lost during the Diocletian Persecution. He 
sponsored copies of the Scriptures to be produced. He helped many churches to be built. He entrusted the 
Church with substantial amounts of tax revenue to use for charitable work. He gave the Lateran Palace to 
the bishop of Rome to be his residence. And he made it easier for the populace to attend church on Sunday 
by making it a weekly holiday—thus forming, along with Saturday (the Sabbath), the weekend which we 
still have. This was not an arbitrary decision on his part; rather, he was honoring Sunday as “the Lord’s 
Day,” the day of Christian worship from the very beginning (Rev 1.10; Acts 20.7; 1 Cor 16.2; also Saint 
Justin Martyr, First Apology 67).  
 
In addition, Constantine began to bring Christian influence into the law code. In 316 a law was passed 
prohibiting branding criminals on the face “because man is made in God’s image.” He ended the special 
taxation of single people (which Augustus Caesar had instituted to try to reverse a downward trend in the 
population of Italy in his day), thus honoring the Christian practice of consecrated virginity. Constantine 
also made grants of money to poor families to help them support their children, thus discouraging the 
practice of exposure of infants by parents who felt they could not provide for them. And he exempted 
Christian clergy from every form of civic duty—so that, in his words, “they will be completely free to serve 
their own law at all times. In thus rendering wholehearted service to the Deity, it is evident that they will 
be making an immense contribution to the welfare of the community”” (Eusebius, History of the 
Church 10.5).  

 
The Orthodox Faith 

Volume III - Church History 


