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We welcome all our guests and visitors worshipping with us at the Divine Liturgy. 
Please let our ushers know that you are visiting with us today. We would love to stay in touch!  
Please know that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians, after preparing themselves 
through prayers, fasting, & confession.  
Non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to receive blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy & share 
food with us at coffee hour. 
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ST. IGNATIUS ORDER 
Jumana Misleh 

Great Vespers: Saturday 6:00 pm  
Check the Calendar 

for possible cancellation 
Matins: Sundays 9:20am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 
Confessions: By appointment  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH, 2024 
  

Thirteenth Sunday of Luke 
 

After-Feast of the Entrance 

of the Theotokos 
 

Clement, bishop of Rome; Hieromartyr Peter, 

bishop of Alexandria  

 

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom** 

The best way to defeat the devil is by 
patience. As long as we endure and do not 
take revenge, the spirit of peace calms us. 
To the degree that we pray for our enemies 
and take all the blame on ourselves, we will 
feel great peace in our souls. And if our 
thoughts tell us that “so-and-so is also to 
blame and not just me,” and this thought 
conquers us, then the Holy Spirit leaves us, 
we begin to feel heaviness in our souls, and 
we can’t endure anymore. 
 

- Elder Proclu of Romania 

mailto:SundaySchool@peterpaulpotomac.org


 

 

THE SYNAXARION  
 
On November 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Entrance of the 
Theotokos into the Holy of Holies, and we commemorate our father among the saints Clement, 
bishop of Rome. 
 

Verses 
Cast into the depth of the sea with an anchor, Clement cometh to Christ, the uttermost Anchor. 

On the twenty-fourth Clement drowned in the depths of Christ. 
 

Clement was born in Rome of royal lineage. His family had become lost at sea, so Clement, at age 24, 
went east to find them. In Alexandria, he met the Apostle Barnabas and, afterward, joined the 
Apostle Peter whom Clement’s two brothers, Faustinus and Faustinian, were already following. By 
God’s providence, the Apostle Peter came upon Clement’s mother as an aged beggar woman, and 
then found his father as well. Thus, the whole family was reunited, and all returned to Rome as 
Christians. Clement served as third bishop of Rome, bringing a great number of unbelievers to 
Christ. He ordered seven scribes to write the lives of the Christian martyrs who were suffering at 
that time for their Lord. The Emperor Trajan banished him to Cherson, where Clement found about 
2,000 exiled Christians who received him with great joy. In one year, 75 churches were built there. 
The authorities drowned Clement in the sea in the year 101. His miracle-working relics emerged 
from the sea in the ninth century. 
 On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Peter, bishop of Alexandria. By the 
intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 
Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; 
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 
Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching 
of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone 
before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying, Rejoice, O thou who art 
the fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the 
Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy 
 

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, * the 
Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, * into the House of the Lord * on this day is 
brought forward * and bringeth with herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her do God’s 
Angels hymn with songs of praise, * for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.  
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For the Health of these Parishioners 

Lily Bitar & family Showke George  Christo & Mary Christakis 

Suad Shammas Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud  

Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah  Vilma Bellone 

Michael Shihadi  Joanna Khoury  Sherrie Zachariah & family 

Nadim Zarour  Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny 

Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub 

Juliana, Metody & family Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami  

Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied  Margo, Sam & Family 

Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Sylvia & Selma Habib Barbara Zamer & Family 

Frank & Barbara Ellis Grace Saah & Family Edward & Eleanor Husson 

Brian, Caroline & Family Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family 

Steve, Jennifer & Family Samantha Guthrie Joyce & Terri 

 

If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR  
Codes on the side to do so. 

Coffee Hour 
Available Dates 

 

December 01      January 12 
December 22      January 26 
December 29      February 02 

Host Coffee Hour Offer Holy Bread 

Special Prayer this Week for    

Timothy Dowse  Elizabeth Carroll Lilly Cook 

Milena Paskaleva & Family Michael Piechocinski Gino Michaels & Family  

Kera Tomlin & Family Antoinette Najmeh  

DEPARTED 

Evelyn Zacharia 

Well-digging in Cameroon 
Update and Opportunity! 

 

Remember how earlier this year we raised money to dig wells in Cameroon so that 
our fellow Orthodox could    access water? 
 

We've had an update. Drilling for the first two wells will occur at the end of this 
month and early December. Photos to follow. 
 

The Cameroonians would love to have some of our         parishioners attend the 
drilling of the 3rd well, likely to be done between mid-January and early March. 
What a wonderful way to build relationships with our fellow Orthodox across the 
globe, and celebrate the Lord's bounty! 
 

If you're interested, please contact Stephen Zolnerowich or Paula Massouh. 



 

 

Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

Wednesday, November 27th @ 7 PM, Akathist of Thanksgiving. 
 
Christmas Market, December 7th, 11-5. Bring a neighbor or a friend.  
 
Metropolitan Saba will visit us the weekend of December 14-15. Mark 
your calendar now to welcome him in our midst.  

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
Bible Study  
(8:30 pm/Zoom) 
 
REGISTER HERE 

Forever Young! 
First Friday of the Month  

   
REGISTER HERE 

Teen SOYO   
Christmas Card 
Scan QR Code  
To Contribute 

Men’s Ministry Group 
Falafel Sale 

 

Today 
After the Divine Liturgy 

Antiochian Women 
Christmas Luncheon 

Saturday, December 14 at 1:00 pm 
Ss. Peter & Paul 

Kogok Banquet Hall 
Guest Speaker Metropolitan Saba 
Lenten Lunch, Art Silent Auction, 

Door Prizes, and Games 
 

Scan QR Code to 
Purchase Tickets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November Charity Drive - Coat Donation  
 

We will be collecting new or gently used coats to donate to the Koinonia 
Foundation, a nonprofit that partners with over 30 churches to serve the 
Alexandria and Springfield areas. These can be any size. 
 
Please consider taking this as an opportunity to declutter your 
closet and share your blessings with our neighbors! Donation 
baskets will be located by the doors. 
 

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”. 

For online donations, 
use your phone’s 
camera to scan this 
code and follow the 
link to our secure 
donation portal.  

DONATIONS FOR THE POINSETTIAS 

As we approach the Christmas Season, the Ladies Auxiliary 
will be collecting donations for the Poinsettias Project.  

Donations are offered for the health of 
or in memory of your family and/or friends. 

Scan QR Code to fill out the form and make your donation. 
Prefer a paper form? 

Please see Thomaseena Cox or Leila Ayoub. 

St. Raphael's Table 
The First Saturday of the Month 

 

Preparing and distributing meals and 
toiletries to our neighbors 
in need. 

To join in preparation/
distribution  
use this QR code 

Amazon Wishlist 
for Toiletry Bags is 
available here. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Order of St Ignatius, this will be 
a great opportunity to be  
inducted while His Eminence is 
with us.  
 

www.OrderOfStIgnatius.org 
 

Submit your interest in the Order 
here.  
 
YOU CAN MAKE 
A LASTING  
DIFFERENCE 

2025 Church Calendars Are Now Available 
Pick up from the literature display stands or ask one of the ushers 



 

 

THE EPISTLE 
Thou, O Lord, shalt preserve us and keep us from this generation. Save me, O Lord, for the 

godly man hath disappeared. 
The reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18) 

Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is 
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be 
circumcised and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For 
even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but they desire to 
have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me 
and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. 
Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:18-27) 

 At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but 
God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not 
steal. Do not bear false witness. Honor your father and mother.’” And the man said, “All 
these I have observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, “One thing 
you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the man heard this he became sad, for he was 
very rich. Jesus, seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter 
the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 

Stay Up-to-date By Joining 
Ss. Peter & Paul WhatsApp Community 

 
An Opportunity to 
Stay Connected 
Join a Variety of Chat Groups 
And Receive Parish Announcements  
 
Scan QR Code to Join 



 

 

The Holy Scriptures: Nourishment of the Faithful, Part One 
 
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)  
 
The name of the holy scriptures is derived from the Greek word “Biblia,” which literally 
means “books.” This term passed into most languages, and it was called the “Bible” in 
languages of European origin. 
 
The faithful regard the holy scriptures as God’s personal message to them, devoting 
themselves to reading them daily, and meditating on their verses and their impact on 
their lives. Thus, the holy scriptures contribute to their growth in their life in Christ, 
refining them morally and spiritually. The holy scriptures are an indispensable 
nourishment for the faithful, irreplaceable by any other book, no matter how divine or 
important. 
 
Getting to Know the Holy Scriptures. 
The holy scriptures comprise a considerable number of books, not just one book as the 
reader might think at first glance. Even in their composition, they differ from each other 
as they form a library containing several works. This library contains seventy-three 
books, divided into two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament.  
 
The Old Testament comprises forty-six books (although there are differences in 
Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant editions) divided into four sections: the books of the 
Law (Torah), history, prophecy, and wisdom. 
 
 The New Testament consists of twenty-seven books, beginning with the Gospel in its 
four narratives (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), followed by the Acts of the Apostles, 
then the fourteen Pauline epistles, the general epistles, and ending with the Book of 
Revelation by John the Evangelist.  
 
These books cover various and extensive topics, spanning a period from Abraham, the 
first among the faithful (around 1800 B.C.) to the end of the first century A.D., when the 
last book of the New Testament was completed. 
 
The multiple themes of these books are presented in a variety of literary styles. There 
are long tales, short stories, epics, poems, proverbs, and hymns. Moreover, many writers 
contributed to their composition. Additionally, the Holy Scriptures were not written in 
one language but in three languages: Hebrew, the language of most Old Testament texts; 
Aramaic used for some of its texts; and Greek, used for all the books of the New 
Testament. The Orthodox Church considers the Old Testament translation into Greek 



 

 

known as the Septuagint (from the second century B.C.) as a divinely inspired and 
authoritative reference. 
 
The first book of the holy scriptures deals with the beginning of the world and the origin 
of life: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1), and the last 
book ends with a call anticipating Christ’s second coming: “Surely, I am coming quickly. 
Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20) 
 
This book tells of the beginning and the end of the universe. 
Many have considered the Bible a history book, because it recounts God’s revelation 
throughout the history of a people called the Hebrews. Others saw it as a book of science, 
because it tells stories of the creation of the world and includes wisdom containing much 
of the science of the time. Those who consider it a philosophical book are not few in 
number, either, as it contains a particular view on life, God, pain, and death. 

Ss. Peter & Paul Christmas Market 
Sunday, December 7 (11:00 AM - 5:00 PM) 

 
 30+ local artisans and  small business 
 Kids fun activities (craft station  open all day; face painting 12-2 pm) 
 Santa’s visit and family photos (1-2 pm & 4-5 pm) 
 Live music performances (Christmas Carols 2:30 pm; 2 music bands; DJ) 
 Sweet  and Savory food vendors (Mediterranean cuisine and more…) 
 Church tours (all day) 
                                                          Admission is free 

Christmas Market 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Church Tours 
Kids Corner 
Setup 
Tear Down 
Welcome Table 
Church Bookstore Table 
Teens Table 



 

 

Church History - Fourth Century 
Constantine (Part One) 
 

Early in the fourth century began the longest and most extensive persecution ever waged 
against the Church. It was started in 303 by Emperor Diocletian (r. 284–305), at the urging of his 
deputy emperor in the East, Galerius, who began to suspect the loyalty and valor of the Christian 
soldiers in the military. During this nine-year persecution, soldier-martyrs like Saint George of 
Nicomedia proved their courage in enduring fearsome tortures and death on behalf of the true 
emperor, the King of Glory. Among the other more well-known martyrs of this period are Saint 
Katherine the Greatmartyr of Alexandria; Saint Panteleimon of Nicomedia; Saint Demetrius the 
Greatmartyr of Thessalonica and his friend Saint Nestor; Saints Agapia, Chionia, and Irene of 
Aquileia; and the 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia. 
 
After Diocletian abdicated the throne in 305, Galerius became the Emperor in the East. He 
continued the attack against Christianity until he was on his deathbed, when he asked the 
Christians to pray for him. After his death in 311, his former deputy emperor, Maximin, renewed 
the persecution for another year, until he was overthrown by Licinius. 
 
Meanwhile, Constantine was proclaimed emperor in the West in York, England, in 306, upon the 
death of his father, the deputy emperor Constantius. In 312, as Constantine was moving with his 
troops towards Rome to fight against Maxentius, the tyrannical ruler there, he had a vision or a 
dream that dramatically changed the course of history. He saw in the sky the Cross or Labarum 
(Chi Rho: XP) of Christ with the words, “In this sign, conquer.” He placed this Christian symbol 
on his troops’ tunics and shields, and they won the battle—known as the Battle of the Milvian 
Bridge. 
 
With this Christ-inspired victory, Constantine not only became the sole emperor in the West; he 
also became a stronger believer in the God of the Christians. So he acted very quickly to bring 
the era of persecution of Christians to an official end. In February of 313, Constantine met 
Licinius, the ruler of the Eastern half of the empire, in Milan. Together they issued the Edict of 
Milan giving freedom to Christians to practice their Faith in the empire—as well as affirming 
general religious freedom for everyone. Now recognized as a legal entity, the Church expanded 
and flourished greatly during the 4th century—so much so that in the last decade of the century, 
Emperor Saint Theodosius the Great (r. 379–395), with advice from Saint Ambrose, Bishop of 
Milan (c. 339–397), made Christianity the official state religion of the Empire. 
 
In about 320, the eastern emperor Licinius began persecuting Christians in the military. The 
Forty Martyrs of Sebaste and the Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates died for Christ in this time. 
Partly because of this betrayal by Licinius of the Edict of Milan, Constantine led his troops 
against him. By 324 Constantine had defeated Licinius, thus becoming sole emperor of the whole 
empire, both East and West. 

 

The Orthodox Faith 
Volume III - Church History 


