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“All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believes” (Mark 9:23)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH, 2024
NINTH SUNDAY OF LUKE

GREGORY THE WONDERWORKER, BISHOP OF
NEO-CAESAREA

GENNADIOS AND MAXIMOS, PATRIARCHS OF
CONSTANTINOPLE; NIKON THE WONDERWORKER, DISCIPLE
OF SERGIOS OF RADONEZH; HILDA, ABBESS OF WHITBY

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom**

Man is worthy of being loved just because
he’s in the image of God. It doesn’t matter at
all if he’s good or bad, moral or sinful. Man
is worthy of being loved for what he is.
Christ loved and sacrificed Himself for
sinful, corrupt people. ‘I came not to call the
righteous but sinners to repentance.” We
should be the same way; we should love
everyone without making any distinctions.
Just like the sun rises on everyone,
intelligent and unintelligent, good and evil,
beautiful and ugly, our love should be like
the love of God-love tht’s like the sun and
shines on His whole creation without
making distinctions.

- St. Paisios the Athonite

'Please let our ushers know that you are visiting with us today. We would love to stay in touch!
IPlease know that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians, after preparing themselves
ithrough prayers, fasting, & confession.

{Non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to receive blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy & share
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THE SYNAXARION

On November 17 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our father among the saints
Gregory the wonderworker, bishop of Neo-Caesarea.

Verses
Gregory, who wrought many wonders aforetime,
Standing in God’s presence, worketh yet more wonders.
On the seventeenth the great Thaumaturge (wonderworker) died.

The miracle-working Gregory was called a second Moses. Although born a pagan, he became aware
of the meagerness and insufficiency of pagan philosophy. Gregory then turned to Christian teachers
with whom he studied and from whom he received baptism. To dedicate himself solely to Christ
God, Gregory withdrew to the wilderness and lived in rigorous asceticism. Bishop Phaedimus of
Amasea wanted to consecrate him Bishop of Neo-Caesarea. The clairvoyant Gregory perceived this
intention and hid from the bishop’s emissaries. Finally, Phaedimus consecrated him in absentia, and
Gregory had to accept the office of bishop. The Most-holy Theotokos and St. John the Theologian
appeared to him in a vision and gave him the Symbol of Faith—“The Creed”—which the First
Ecumenical Council ratified. He died around the year 270 in great old age. When he arrived in Neo-
Caesarea as bishop, he found only seventeen Christians in that pagan city. At the end, Gregory left
the city Christian, with only seventeen pagans.

On this day, we also commemorate Gennadios and Maximos, patriarchs of Constantinople;
Nikon the wonderworker, disciple of Sergios of Radonezh; and righteous mother Hilda, abbess of
Whitby. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the
Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples,
saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GREGORY OF NEO-CAESAREA IN TONE EIGHT
By vigilance in prayer, and continuance in the working of wonders, thou didst acquire thine
achievements as a surname; wherefore, intercede with Christ our God, O Father Gregory, to
enlighten our souls, lest we sleep in sin unto death.

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the
Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, * the
Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, * into the House of the Lord * on this day is
brought forward * and bringeth with herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her do God’s
Angels hymn with songs of praise, * for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.




Brian, Caroline & Family

Steve, Jennifer & Family

Lily Bitar & family Showke George
Suad Shammas Victor, Linda & Family
g Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah
9 Michael Shihadi Joanna Khoury
E Nadim Zarour Michael Amouri
g Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family
@ |]Juliana, Metody & family ~ Yousef & Ghada
E‘ Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied
g Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Sylvia & Selma Habib
O Frank & Barbara Ellis Grace Saah & Family

Fadia, Rich & family

Samantha Guthrie

For the Health of these Parishioners

Christo & Mary Christakis
Hanneh Daoud

Vilma Bellone

Sherrie Zachariah & family
Nour & Anastasia & Sonny
Asma Ayoub

Elias, Taylor & Rami
Margo, Sam & Family
Barbara Zamer & Family
Edward & Eleanor Husson
Elizabeth Albinger & family
Joyce & Terri

DEPARTED
Elias Akkawi
Walid Akkawi
Lili Hawwa
Madeline Hallak
Assad Assaf
Steve Headly
Kenneth & Jean Jackson
Suhail Tannous
Frances Cox
Malek and Amale Balian

Rateb Mounayar

Timothy Dowse

Milena Paskaleva & Family
Kera Tomlin & Family
Crowley Family

Hind and Family

Vahe

Special Prayer this Week for

Elizabeth Carroll Lilly Cook
Michael Piechocinski Gino Michaels & Family
Jackson Family Assaf Family

Jabbour Family
Alex & Natalie
Lelag

Kreutter Family
Elham
Habib, Najo Hayek & Family

We are grateful to have Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Paul Matar with us today. Fr Paul is the

Archiepiscopal Vicar for the Diocese of New York and Washington, D.C.
Please be sure to greet him during coffee hour. He will love to meet you!

i Holy Bread is offered by Lydia & David Jackson for the
health of their family and in loving memory of their departed

| Family Members.
|

I Holy Bread is offered by Najo & Habib Hayek for the health
: of their family and in loving memory of their departed Family

| Members.
I

I
1 If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR

1 Codes on the side to do so.

Coffee Hour
Available Dates

December 01 January 05
December 22 January 12
December 29  January 26
Host Coffee Hour

Offer Holy Bread




Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul

Friday November 15th, Start of Christmas Fast.

Thursday, November 21st, Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos to the
Temple, Matins & Divine Liturgy starting @ 6:30 PM. Fr Anastasios from
Cameroon will be with us that evening.

Metropolitan Saba will visit us the weekend of December 14-15. Mark
your calendar now to welcome him in our midst.

______________________________ e

: | If you are interested in joining the '

St. Raphael's Table

. The First Saturday of the Month E j Order of St Ignatius, this will be

| Preparing and distributing meals and ¥ ‘? great oppolrtunllty to .be .
! toiletries to our neighbors ' inducted while His Eminence is
1in need. | with us.

= = - - g "
i To join in preparation/ t || www.OrderOfStignatius.org
1 distribution o | . ) .
| use this QR code i : Submit your interest in the Order

1

! ' here.
'
1.
11 YOU CAN MAKE
i ALASTING

|
: DIFFERENCE

DONATIONS FOR THE POINSETTIAS

As we approach the Christmas Season, the Ladies Auxiliary
will be collecting donations for the Poinsettias Project.
Donations are offered for the health of
or in memory of your family and/or friends.
Scan QR Code to fill out the form and make your donation.
Prefer a paper form?
Please see Thomaseena Cox or Leila Ayoub.

1st & 3rd Tuesday
Bible Study
(8:30 pm/Zoom)

REGISTER HERE

Forever Young!
First Friday of the Month

REGISTER HERE

Teen SOYO
Christmas Card ;
Scan QR Code
To Contribute

Men’s Ministry Group
Falafel Sale

November 24
After the Divine Liturgy

November Charity Drive - Coat Donation

We will be collecting new or gently used coats to donate to the Koinonia
Foundation, a nonprofit that partners with over 30 churches to serve the
Alexandria and Springfield areas. These can be any size.

Please consider taking this as an opportunity to declutter your
closet and share your blessings with our neighbors! Donation
baskets will be located by the doors.

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”.

Antiochian Women
Christmas Luncheon
Saturday, December 14 at 1:00 pm
Ss. Peter & Paul
Kogok Banquet Hall
Guest Speaker Metropolitan Saba
Lenten Lunch, Art Silent Auction,
Door Prizes, and Games

Scan QR Code to
Purchase Tickets

: For online donations,
$use your phone’s
camera to scan this

: code and follow the

: link to our secure

: donation portal.

8 .
..............................................




THE EPISTLE
O Lord, how magnified are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (2:16-20)

Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law but through faith in
Jesus Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ,
and not by works of the Law, because by works of the Law shall no one be justified. But if, in
our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an
agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I prove
myself a transgressor. For I through the Law died to the Law, that I might live to God. I have
been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and the life I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me.

THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (12:16-21)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and
he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for [ have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said,
‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there [ will store all
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for
many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is
he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Well-digging in Cameroon Zoom Author Visit with
Update and Opportunity! Presbytera & missionary Alexandra Chakos
for Sunday School Students

Remember how earlier this year we raised money to dig
TODAY, Sunday, November 17th, at 7:00 pm

wells in Cameroon so that our fellow Orthodox could

access water?
, . . . She will discuss her book, “Good News, Bad News”,
We've had an updatfe. Drilling for the first two wells will published by Ancient Faith. Presbytera Chakos and her
occur at the end of this month and early December. Photos husband, Father John, are missionaries to Guatemala.

to follow.

. Ss Peter and Paul donated $168.11 to the mission
The. Cqmeroonlans would l_oye to have some of our from the sales of her book. The funds will go toward
parishioners atte_nd the drilling of the 3rd well, likely to be | ' 1 oks for seminarians at the new seminary in
done between mid-January and early March. Guatemala, just consecrated in February this year. Tens

What a wonderful way to build relationships with our
fellow Orthodox across the globe, and celebrate the Lord's
bounty!

of thousands of people in the Mayan region of Guatemala
have become Orthodox!

. If you would like the Zoom link,

Ifyou're 1¥1terested, please contact Stephen please email: barbara357bosworth@gmail.com
Zolnerowich or Paula Massouh. this afternoon so you have the link for the 7:00 pm
presentation.




The Christian Approach to Crises, Part Four

An Interview with Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Question: Some may say we become atheists because we haven't seen the presence of God in the
problems of our lives. How should we respond to this?

Answer: This is a reality, but I believe that if they had experienced love, they wouldn't have reached this
stage. In one of his books, Dostoevsky said, "Complete atheism is on the penultimate stage of complete
faith" (the novel Demons). If love had touched them, they would have felt the presence of God.

Humans often wait for a miraculous intervention, a supernatural act, from God. When they don't see it,
they question, "Where is God?" Yet, it is certain that love changes people.

Consider this true story from the era of Khrushchev in the Soviet Union when churches were closed, faith
was forbidden, the state was atheist and atheism was taught and enforced. Many Communist Party
members, the elite, returned to churches in their retirement. Authorities investigated this phenomenon,
and a story published in Pravda (the Communist Party’s official newspaper) shed light on one man's
experience. The man, a former director of a large factory with 4,000 workers, was honored with a party at
his retirement, where he was presented with a valuable gift for his years of service. However, he found
himself alone after a divorce, with his two sons working far away. Feeling isolated, he revisited the factory
where he was initially warmly welcomed. The new director invited him to his office for coffee with the
department heads, and this made the man happy. But over time, the reception dwindled. Later, his routine
became solitary, sitting in the city square, drinking coffee, and reading the newspaper alone.

One day, a stranger approached, asking to share coffee with him, inquiring about the sadness that he could
see in his eyes. The man shared his story that led to his loneliness, and the stranger suggested, "Come to
church, and you will not be alone." Initially dismissive, the man's curiosity led him to the church one
Sunday, arriving towards the end of the Liturgy. The welcoming friend noticed him, introduced him to
others, and invitations to homes, cafés, and church activities followed. His gloomy life transformed, and in
the interview, he stated, "I returned to life because I didn't stay alone, and I only found the church by my
side."

Q: You assert that if God is with us, then everything is fine. Atheists challenge this by asking for evidence of
His existence. How can it be proven?

A: It's important to acknowledge that there is no definitive intellectual or philosophical proof on this
matter. Attempting to provide logical evidence can be likened to proving the subjective experience of love.
Imagine asking someone deeply in love to logically prove the beauty of his or her partner. It's a matter of
feeling, something that defies straightforward intellectual arguments. They will tell you if you look at them
through their eyes, you will see that this is the most beautiful person.

Experiential matters, including matters of faith, lack mathematical proofs, where you can say one plus one
equals two. For instance, one's appreciation for classical music can't be intellectually forced upon someone
who doesn't share the same experience or cultural background. What might be considered a fine art by
one person could be perceived as noise by others. It may provoke them to the point of agitation, so how
can you convince them that it is a fine art?



[ am fully convinced that all believers have many experiences in which they touch God in a real way. The
more sincere our experiences are, the more they affect others. People do not need a lot of intellectual
sophistication. It can help, but it does not always lead to salvation. Thought helps us to acquire the
appropriate language for speaking and dialoging with others, so that our language does not seem strange.
But what leads a person to communion with God is living experience.

Q: How can we maintain our faith and resist doubting the existence of God when we witness the prosperity
of the wicked, while "the children of our Lord" endure persecution and suffering?

A: As true and mature Christians, our perspective shifts. Instead of questioning God in times of adversity,
we express gratitude, saying, "Thank you, Lord, because I am not rich, for in poverty there is much wealth.”
The Apostle Paul says, "We are poor and enrich many" (2 Cor. 6:10). Consider the gospel parable of selling
all possessions to acquire the pearl of great price (Matt. 13:45-46), symbolizing the Kingdom of Heaven.
When God is with us, our reliance on worldly possessions diminishes, for they are added unto us: "Seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and the rest will be added to you" (Matthew 6:33).
Communion with the Lord alters our entire logic.

Reflecting on the Apostle Paul's personal experience, as conveyed in his second letter to the Corinthians
(6:8-10), provides insight: "We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything."

Q: May we have a final word from you, Your Eminence?

A: Pain is prevalent today, pervasive and intense. The nature and intensity of this pain may differ across
regions, but the universal desire for someone to care remains. Instead of dwelling on the absence of
someone to care for us, let's shift our focus to caring for others. If each of us initiated a genuine concern for
others, rather than lamenting our own perceived lack of care, we would discover the fulfillment we seek.
The joy derived from giving surpasses that of receiving. It is our calling to rekindle the essence of true
Christian communion, wherein the spirit of caring and compassion forms the foundation of our
interactions.

His Eminence gave this interview to “Radio Kifo” of the Syriac Orthodox Church.

1 Stay Up-to-date By Joining

| Ss. Peter & Paul WhatsApp Community
I

| An Opportunity to

Stay Connected

Join a Variety of Chat Groups

And Receive Parish Announcements
1

| Scan QR Code to Join




Church History - Third Century
Liturgical Development (Part 2)

After this, pouring the consecrated oil from his hand and laying his hand on his head, he shall
say:

“I anoint thee with holy oil in God the Father Almighty and Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit.”
And sealing him on the forehead, he shall give him the kiss of peace and say: “The Lord be with
you.”

And he who has been sealed shall say: “And with thy spirit.”

And so he shall do to each one severally.

Thenceforward they shall pray together with all the people. But they shall not previously pray
with the faithful before they have undergone all these things.

And after the prayers, let them give the kiss of peace.

Eucharist in the Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus
Celebrant: “The Lord be with you.”
People: “And with thy spirit.”
Celebrant: “Lift up your hearts.”
People: “We have them in the Lord.”
Celebrant: “Let us give thanks to the Lord.”
People: “That is proper and right.”
Celebrant: “We thank Thee God through Thy beloved servant Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent
in the latter times to be our Savior and Redeemer and the messenger of Thy counsel, the Logos
Who went out from Thee, through Whom Thou hast created all things, Whom Thou wast pleased
to send out from heaven into the womb of the Virgin, and in her body He became incarnate and
was shown to be Thy Son born of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin. In order to fulfill Thy will and
to make ready for Thee a holy people, He spread out His hands when He suffered in order that
He might free from sufferings those who have reached faith in Thee.

“And when He gave Himself over to voluntary suffering, in order to destroy death, and to break
the bonds of the devil, and to tread down hell, and to illuminate the righteous, and to set up the
boundary stone, and to reveal the Resurrection, He took bread, gave thanks, and said: ‘Take, eat,
this is My body which is broken for you.” In the same manner also He took the cup, and said:
‘This is My blood which is poured out for you. As often as you do this you keep My memory.”

“When we remember His death and His resurrection in this way, we bring to Thee the bread and
the cup, and give thanks to Thee, because Thou hast thought us worthy to stand before Thee and
to serve Thee as priests.

“And we beseech Thee that Thou wouldst send down Thy Holy Spirit on the sacrifice of the
Church. Unite them, and grant to all the saints who partake in the sacrifice, that they may be
filled with the Holy Spirit, that they may be strengthened in faith in the truth, in order that we
may praise and laud Thee through Thy servant, Jesus Christ, through Whom praise and honor be
to Thee in Thy Holy Church now and forevermore. Amen.”

The Orthodox Faith
Volume III - Church History




