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Debi Abdow-Addis

George & Calema Abdow & Family

The Family of Fadel Taweel

The Family of Fadel Taweel

OPEN

Christakis Family

OPEN
Slanta/Hawkins Families
IHO Alexandra’s 2nd Birthday & St.
Nicholas

FELLOWSHIP HOUR AND BREAD OF HOLY
OBLATION
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing and serving the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following the Liturgy on Sundays is a great way to practice
Christian fellowship among our fellow parishioners. Notice the openings to the left and consider contributing to
this vital ministry. Sign-up in the vestibule.
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Sunday, November 8, 2015
Tone 6/ Eothinon 1
The Synaxis of the Archangels Michael,
Gabriel, Raphael and all the bodiless
powers of Heaven
& Seventh Sunday of Luke
APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRESTION (Tone 6)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone
above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men.
Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and
didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to
Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE ARCHANGELS (Tone 4)

Supreme Commanders of the Hosts of the Heavens, * we, the unworthy, importune and
beseech you * that by your supplications ye encircle us * in the shelter of the wings * of
your immaterial glory; * guarding us who now fall down * and cry to you with fervor: * Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, * as the great marshals of the heavenly
hosts on high.

APOLYTIKION OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (Tone 4)

O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the Master of all to grant safety to the world and to our souls the great mercy.

KONTAKION OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS (Tone 4)

THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD: THEOLOGICAL
RENAISSANCE IN THE CHURCH OF ANTIOCH
NICOLAS ABOU MRAD
THE ST JOHN OF DAMASCUS INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY
The most prominent landmark in the educational revival is the achievement of the Antiochian Holy Synod, which decided to turn the seminary of Balamand into an institution of higher theological education in the late 1960s. The Institute of
Theology became one of the founding faculties of the Orthodox University of Balamand. Most of those who wish to work
in the Church either in the ordained ministry or as laypersons pursue their theological studies here.
Coupled with its role in preparing candidates for priesthood and service, the Institute aspires to be a place where the Orthodox
heritage is re-discovered and fostered by further academic studies. In its relatively short history, the St John of Damascus Institute of Theology has made remarkable steps forward in theological education and research. In addition to Patriarch Ignatius IV
and Metropolitan Georges Khodr, whose theological input is described elsewhere in this chapter, other professors at the Institute
have made valuable contributions to their respective fields.
In the field of Biblical Studies, Paul Tarazi, who taught Old and New Testament from 1971 to 1996 (also Professor of Old
Testament at St Vladimir's Seminary in New York since 1980), has contributed to the advancement of biblical research. In his
three-volume introduction to the Old Testament he shows how the Old Testament authors use a variety of means and traditions
to describe God's revelation, challenging the readers to accept God as Lord and Master of their lives. Interesting in Tarazi's
approach is how he relates the historical traditions of the Pentateuch to the prophets, contesting the prevailing separation of
these two parts of the Old Testament into two distinct theological dimensions, law and prophecy. For Tarazi, the 'historical
language' used extensively in the Pentateuch and the historical books does not remotely reflect what would classically be considered a ‘real perspective on history’. Actually, the so-called 'histories' of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah are concerned with
the stories of interactions between the prophets and kings; this makes biblical history God's story of his kings rather than the
kings' story of themselves. This 'anti-historical' approach to the Bible is important insofar as it reflects God's message to human
beings. Hence the Old Testament is thoroughly prophetical, in the sense that it conveys the word of God in its full authority and
power.
In his subsequent introduction to the New Testament, Tarazi questions the prevailing idea that the New Testament contains different theological approaches (Pauline, Johannine, synoptic and so on). For Tarazi, the New Testament contains but
one view, namely the true gospel which is based on the message of the Old Testament prophets. The organic relation between
the Old and New Testaments is clear in the fact that the New Testament represents the only 'legitimate' interpretation of the
Old Testament. For this reason, the texts of the New Testament have the same authority as those of the Old Testament, and
from the moment they were written they were intended by their authors to be read as scripture, conveying to the believers the
true message of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Following the tradition of the Church Fathers, Tarazi holds that Old and New Testament do not contain distinct 'theologies'; they represent together the one Bible, containing the saving word of God which was
revealed through the prophets and which found its ultimate expression in the Incarnation.

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the
treasure-house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with
her the grace which is in the divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in
song; for she is the heavenly tabernacle.

Another biblical scholar, Daniel Ayuch, Professor of New Testament at the Institute, offers a modern reading of the
narrative texts of the New Testament. He stresses the importance of reading the biblical texts in their final shape, and of
analysing the level of the reader's response. In two studies, Ayuch offers a critical and analytical reading of biblical studies
in the Orthodox Church and their crucial role in the shaping of the Eastern tradition. Throughout his work, he combines
exegetical methods with educative strategies in order to enhance communication between academic circles and parishes.

The Divine Liturgy is more than texts, words, songs, and ritual acts. It is the meeting
ground of heaven and earth. It is the place where people meet the self-giving of God
and where, through this encounter, they meet their own human lives in unexpected
form. The Divine Liturgy communicates to people the meaning and purpose of life—
through Word and Sacrament. It helps us to see, undestand, interpret, and internalize
both the tragedy of human sin that blights our realtionships but also the limitless expanse and potential of the new life in Christ.
Father Alkiviadis Calivas

In the field of the Old Testament, Nicolas Abou Mrad, Professor of Old Testament and Biblical Languages at the Institute,
has provided new insights on how to read the Bible, especially concerning the relationship between the narratives of the Old
and the New Testaments. In ‘Abraham: typos of the Christian believer’ Abou Mrad shows that the idea of the New Covenant, as
it is described and presented in the New Testament, is rooted in the story of Abraham, which introduces the reader of the Old
Testament to the newness of God's dealing with humankind, over against the 'oldness' of human attempts to imprison God within
the frame-work of 'Ancient Near Eastern' religious categories.
Part 4 of a series

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’s UPDATE
We will soon start collecting during November toiletries for Bethesda Cares Backpacks. The final due
date is December 13. Please be generous for this
worthy cause.
Nov 8
 We have extended the the date to submit recipes
for an updated "Traditions" section of the cookbook until November 8. If you have a traditional
recipe from your family’s background and culture, we invite you to submit it. Forms can be
found on the round table in the narthex or you
can submit your recipe to handmaidens20854@gmail.com.
Nov. 8
 Antiochian Women's Pot Luck Luncheon
@12:30. Our guest speaker will be photographer
Rania Razek. Please be prompt.
Nov 14
 "Mini Retreat" Open to All, The Art of Spiritual Letter Writing from 1p -3p, LL Hall.
Child Care provided for 10--ages 3+. Please
RSVP Kate Niewenhous at handmaidens20854@gmail.com
Dec 5
 Wreath making (tentative).
More information to follow
Dec 12
 Antiochian Women’s Christmas Luncheon
@Wildfire Restaurant , Tysons Corner 11:30am.
With a 50-person limit—Church members only,
please.
RSVP
to Lorna Malooley
@lornaam@aol.com. First come, first served.
The cost is $50.00.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
On Sunday, December 20, 2015 following Liturgy
Ss. Peter and Paul will have its Christmas Concert in
the Church. This will be followed by a Falafal
luncheon in the Kogok Hall and all are welcome!
More details to follow.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Calling all Church members…
Stop by our Membership table, which will be up every
second Sunday of each month after Church in the Fellowship hour hall to:
Drop off your business card
Smile for our cameras
Fill out your membership form
Fill out your annual pledge form
Sign up to work with us!
The Stewardship Committee’s mission is to inspire our
Parish members to give of their time, talent and resources.
“Give and it will be given to you” Luke 6:38
“EXPLORING OUR FAITH”
THE SS. PETER AND PAUL ADULT RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION FORUM
In an effort to better understand and discover the rich
spiritual, historical, doctrinal and scriptural tradition of
our Holy Orthodox Faith, the Adult Religious Education
Forum “Exploring Our Faith” meets every other Thursday evening from 7:15pm to 8:30pm in the lower level
conference room. Fr. Isaac facilitates the meetings in an
informal setting using brief presentations as a springboard to open discussion on a wide range of topics concerning our Faith. The next meeting is Thursday, November 12, 2015 . ALL ARE WELCOME
Nov 6-8

Upcoming events…

YES (Youth Equipped to Serve) is coming to DC
@St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
Nov 8
Ladies Auxiliary Luncheon/LL Hall/12:30p
Nov. 10 Parish Council mtg/7pm/LL Conf. Rm.
Nov 11
Church offices closed for Veteran’s Day
Nov 12
Adult Ed Forum/Exploring our Faith/LL Conf.
Rm/7:15pm
Nov 14
*Arabic Language Class/10a-12:30p/LL Conf.Rm
*Antiochian Women Mini Retreat/1p-3p/LL Hall/
The Art of Spiritual Writing
*Teens to attend Vespers Service @4:00p(new
time) followed by an Ask Abouna session with
Father Isaac. Dinner to follow off-site.
Nov 15
Start of Advent Nativity Fast
Nov 18
Young Adult Fellowship Study Group (FSJD)
8:00pm @2 off-site locations. See Bulletin
insert for specific details
Nov 20
Feast of the Presentation of the Theotokos
@7:00pm
Nov 21
Arabic Language Class/10a-12:30p/LL Conf. Rm.
Nov 22
Teen SOYO Officers Mtg/LL Conf. Rm.
Nov 24
Men’s Club Mtg/7:30pm/LL Conf. Rm.
Nov 26
Thanksgiving offices closed
Nov 28
Arabic classes cancelled
Dec 05
*Arabic Language Class/10a-12:30p/LL Conf.
Rm.
*Wreath Making Event (tentative)
Dec. 10 Adult Ed Forum/Exploring our Faith/LL Conf.
Rm/7:15pm
Dec 20— Christmas Concert following Liturgy w/Falafal
Luncheon following concert

EPISTLE

(For the Archangels)
He makes His angels spirits, and His ministers flames of fire. Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (2:2-10)
Brethren, if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression
or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those
who heard Him, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His own Will. For it was not to
angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. It has been testified somewhere, “What is man that Thou art mindful of him, or the Son of man, that
Thou carest for Him? Thou didst make Him for a little while lower than the angels;
Thou hast crowned Him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection under
His feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to Him, He left nothing outside His
control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to Him. But we see Jesus,
Who for a little while was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for
everyone. For it was fitting that He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing
many sons to glory, should make the Pioneer of their salvation perfect through suffering.

THE GOSPEL

(For the Seventh Sunday of Luke)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:41-56)
At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the
synagogue; and falling at Jesus’ feet he besought Him to come to his house, for he had
an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. As Jesus went, the people pressed round Him. And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years,
and had spent all her living upon physicians, and could not be healed by anyone, came
up behind Him, and touched the fringe of His garment; and immediately her flow of
blood ceased. And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter
said, “Master, the multitudes surround Thee and press upon Thee! And Thou sayest,
‘Who touched Me?’” But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; for I perceive that power
has gone forth from Me.” And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came
trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people why
she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. And Jesus said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” While Jesus was still speaking,
a man from the ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the
Teacher any more.” But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe,
and she shall be well.” And when Jesus came to the house, He permitted no one to enter
with Him, except Peter and James and John, and the father and mother of the child. And
all were weeping and bewailing her; but Jesus said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead
but sleeping.” And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by
the hand Jesus called, saying, “Child, arise.” And her spirit returned, and she got up at
once; and Jesus directed that something should be given her to eat. And her parents
were amazed; but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.
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Orthodox Christians
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the
celebration of the Eucharist when they receive
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s
command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.
In order to be properly disposed to receive
Communion, communicants should not be
conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night
before taking communion, and seek to live in
charity and love with their neighbors. Persons
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled
with God and the Church through the Sacrament
of Penance

Commemorations

Non-Orthodox
We welcome to this celebration of the
Eucharist those Christians who are not
fully united with us. It is a consequence
of the sad divisions in Christianity that we
cannot extend to them a general invitation
to receive Communion. Orthodox believe
that the Eucharist is an action of the
celebrating community signifying a
oneness in faith, life, and worship of the
community. Reception of the Eucharist
by Christians not fully united with us
would imply a oneness which does not yet
exist, and for which we must all pray.

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul
To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter
the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy.
PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS

- the clergy censes the sanctuary
- the congregation is standing, or
- during the Little Entrance with the Gospel
- during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel
Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of
- the sermon
- the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts
- the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113
- the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet”

Please follow the directions of the ushers during
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones
in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.

Visitors
If you are visiting our
parish, please let us get to
know you. Complete a
visitor card you will find in
your pew, and drop it in
the ushers tray or the collection box.

SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND
The Creed ~ p. 110
The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118
The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122
The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY:

Assaf Family
FELLOWSHIP HOUR OFFERED BY:

Assaf Family

Not Receiving
Communion
Those not receiving
sacramental communion
are encouraged to
express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity
with the Lord Jesus and
with one another by
receiving a piece of
blessed bread following
the dismissal prayers.

For the servants of God that they may have mercy,
peace, health, salvation and visitation,
pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember
them in his Kingdom always:
now and ever, and unto ages of ages

LIVING
Parishioners who remain
in our prayers continually
Margaret Ashley

Edmond Neam

May Fillah

Richie Kogok

Issa & Suad Shammas

Brian Briggs

Lulu & George Brown

Robert Simon

Bertha Aed

Isabel Thredeh

Thelma & Bob Badwey

Holly Dubois

Josephine Lofgren

Salwa Gabro

Sally Ruffin

Robert Dubois

Nouha Aramouni

Joan Lanciani

Bill Dora, Jr.

Linda Dora Elkanich

Joe,Donna & AlexandraGavin

Richie Ayoub

For the Servants of God
departed this life: the Lord God
remember them in his kingdom always: now and ever, and unto ages
of ages

DEPARTED
Very Rev. Fr. Elias Eid Sweiss
Catherine Hamaty Bolus
The Veterans who have faithfully

served their Country

The Family of Catherine Hamaty Bolus
Nassib, Soraya,Elham,George, Sami & Michael Assaf
David, Lydia,Alex,Dina & Chris Jackson
Jack,Lamia,Lina, & John Crowley
The Veterans who have faithfully served their Country

MAY GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS
Ss. Peter and Paul Church today offers prayers for all those members of our Parish community
who have faithfully served in the Armed Forces in defense of our Country . May God Bless them
and their families (both living and deceased) this week on the occasion of the remembrance of
Veterans Day on November 11, 2015.

