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 Fifth Sunday of Luke 

Martyrs Akepsimas, Joseph and Aeithalas of 

Persia; Dedication of St. George Church in Lydda 

of Palestine; Hieromartyr George of Neapolis; 

Theodore the Confessor, bishop of Ancyra 

 

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom** 

We must carefully consider whether our 
conscience has ceased to accuse us, not as a 
result of purity, but because it is immersed 
in evil. A sign of deliverance from our falls is 
the continual reckoning of ourselves as 
debtors… Nothing equals or excels God’s 
mercies. Therefore, he who despairs is 
committing suicide. A sign of true 
repentance is the acknowledgment that we 
deserve all the afflictions, visible and 
invisible, that come upon us, and even 
greater ones. 
 

- St. John Climacus 
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THE SYNAXARION  
 
On November 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy Martyrs Akepsimas the bishop, Joseph the priest 
and Aeithalas the deacon of Persia. 
 

Verses 
Akepsimas is slain by thrashings with cudgels, and Akepsimas’ friends, by merciless stoning. 

On the third, Akepsimas is beaten, and his fellow athletes stoned.  
 

A child prophesied that 80-year-old Bishop Akepsimas would suffer for Christ. He told a member of his household that he 
would not return home, but instead go to his “home on high.” King Sapor raised a bitter persecution of Christians 
throughout Persia, and Akepsimas was apprehended and thrown into prison. The following day Joseph, a 70-year-old 
priest, and Aeithalas, a deacon, were also imprisoned. After three years of imprisonment and many tortures, Akepsimas 
was beheaded. Joseph and Aeithalas were buried up to their waists in the ground and stoned to death. That night, by 
God’s providence, Joseph’s body disappeared, and a myrtle tree grew over Aeithalas’ body that healed all diseases and 
pain. This tree stood for five years before the wicked pagans cut it down. These soldiers of Christ suffered in Persia in the 
fourth century. 
 On this day, we also commemorate the Consecration of the Temple of the holy Great Martyr George in Lydda in 
Palestine, as well as the deposition of his holy body therein. George’s relics came from Nicomedia, where he suffered at 
the time of Emperor Diocletian. Anticipating his martyrdom, George begged his servant to take his relics to Palestine, 
where his mother had been born, and where he had distributed his large estate to the poor. The servant did so. During the 
reign of Emperor Constantine, pious Christians built the beautiful church to house the miracle working relics of the Great 
Martyr. 
 On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr George of Neapolis; and Venerable Theodore the Confessor, 
bishop of Ancyra. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy 
hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of 
Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR THE PERSIAN MARTYRS IN TONE FOUR 
Thy martyrs, O Lord, in their courageous contest for Thee * received as the prize the crowns of incorruption 
and life from Thee, our immortal God. * For, since they possessed Thy strength, they cast down the tyrants * 
and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless presumption. * O Christ God, by their prayers, save our 
souls, since Thou art merciful. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR IN TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the Master of 
all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy 
 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO  
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise 
not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who 
in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever 
protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 
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For the Health of these Parishioners 

Lily Bitar & family Showke George  Christo & Mary Christakis 

Suad Shammas  Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud  

Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah  Vilma Bellone 

Michael Shihadi  Joanna Khoury  Sherrie Zachariah & family 

Nadim Zarour  Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny 

Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub 

Nuha & family Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami  

Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied  Margo, Sam & Family 

Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Sylvia & Selma Habib Barbara Zamer & Family 

Frank & Barbara Ellis Grace Saah & Family Edward & Eleanor Husson 

Brian, Caroline & Family Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family 

Steve, Jennifer & Family Sawsan Ghurani Joyce & Terri 

Juliana, Metody & family Samantha Guthrie  

Coffee Hour & Holy Bread are offered by Toufic Melki in 
loving memory of his uncle Murad Gholmie. 
 

Holy Bread is offered by Rima Saad in loving memory of 
Nabil Saad. 
 

If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR  
Codes on the side to do so. 

Coffee Hour 
Available Dates 

 
November 17      December 22 
November 24      December 29 
December 01       January 05 

Host Coffee Hour Offer Holy Bread 

Special Prayer this Week for    

Timothy Dowse  Elizabeth Carroll Amy, Tarik, NB Cecilia 

Milena Paskaleva & Family Ruby Maggard  Gino Michaels & Family  

Kera Tomlin & Family Michael Piechocinski Jason Steven Portillo  

DEPARTED 

Nabil Saad 

Murad Gholmie  

Susan Fannoney 

Lee McCormick  

Richard J. Seikaly  



 

 

Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

Saturday, Nov 9th, Community Night Talent Show. Sign up and 
join us! 

Metropolitan Saba will visit us the weekend of December 14-
15. Mark your calendar now to welcome him in our midst.  

St. Raphael's Table 
The First Saturday of the Month 

 

Preparing and distributing meals and 
toiletries to our neighbors 
in need. 
To join in preparation/
distribution  
use this QR code 

Amazon Wishlist 
for Toiletry Bags is 
available here. 

October Charity Drive 
Hurricane Relief  

 

Many of us have seen images of the terrible devastation wrought 
by Hurricane Helene. 
 

We don't have to sit idly by but can help! 
This month, our parish charity drive will be to collect 
funds to help victims of the hurricane. 
 

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”. 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
Bible Study  
(8:30 pm/Zoom) 
 
 
REGISTER HERE 

Forever Young! 
First Friday of the Month  

   
 
REGISTER HERE 

Community Night 
Everyone is Expected 
And Welcome to Join! 

 
November 9th 
5:00 - 9:00 pm  

Antiochian Women 
Dues 

 
Please Scan 
QR Code 
To Pay Dues 

The Gate Facing East 
Concert 

Ss. Peter & Paul 
Orthodox Church 
 

November 10 
at 5:00 PM 
Reception to Follow 

For online donations, 
use your phone’s 
camera to scan this 
code and follow the 
link to our secure 
donation portal.  

Save the Date 
 

Christmas 
Antiochian Women Luncheon 

 

Saturday, December 14 at 1:00 pm 
 

Ss. Peter & Paul 
Kogok Banquet Hall 

 
Guest Speaker Metropolitan Saba 

 
Lenten Lunch, Art Silent Auction, 

Door Prizes, and Games 

If you are interested in joining the Order of St 
Ignatius, this will be a great opportunity to be 
inducted while His Eminence is with us. 
www.OrderOfStIgnatius.org 

Submit your interest in the Order here.   

YOU CAN MAKE A LASTING DIFFERENCE 



 

 

THE EPISTLE 
The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely. 

The reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:31-12:9) 
Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who is blessed for 

evermore, knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under Are tas the king guarded 
the city of the Damascenes, willing to seize me, and through a window I was let down in a 
basket by the wall, and escaped his hands. I must boast, though it is not expedient; but I will 
come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—
whether in the body, I do not know, or whether out of the body, I do not know; God knows—
who was caught up to the third heaven. And I know that this man—whether in the body or 
out of the body, I do not know; God knows—was caught up into Paradise, and heard 
unspeakable words, which no person is allowed to utter. On behalf of this one I will boast, but 
on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my infirmities. For if I would desire to boast, I 
shall not be foolish, for I shall speak the truth. But I refrain from it, lest anyone should think of 
me above that which he sees me to be, or hears from me. And to keep me from being exalted 
above measure through the abundance of revelations, I was given a thorn in the flesh, an 
angel of Satan to buffet me, to keep me from being exalted above measure. For this thing I 
beseeched the Lord three times, that it might depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Most gladly therefore will I 
rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (16:19-31) 

 The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of 
sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. 
The rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, 
and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for 
I am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may 
cross from there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, 
for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He 
said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if 
someone should rise from the dead.’” 



 

 

The Christian Approach to Crises, Part Two 
 

An Interview with Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 
 
Question: In your book “Words from the Heart,” page 63, you say, "The weakness of a family’s spiritual life 
makes it more fragile and prone to fracturing by any blow." To what extent should we focus on developing 
spirituality in human life, especially in the family, so that it becomes able to avoid crises? 
 
Answer: The spiritual weakness of the family is unfortunately the core of its problem. All or most of the 
attention is focused on raising children for what is believed to be the best upbringing for earthly life: food, 
sports, study, etc. Neglected is the spiritual or other-worldly dimension; and I mean by that how the 
Christian lives on this earth in order to continue his full life in the kingdom of heaven. This, which we call 
"eschatological theology," is often absent, and we need this to focus on raising our children from 
childhood. 
 
I had the blessing of meeting the monk Paisios (+1994), who was declared a saint in 2015. I visited him in 
his hermitage in 1988, and I asked him some questions, including this question: "How can a Christian live 
the existential repentance that the Church Fathers talk about? We often repent intellectually. When I sin, I 
realize on the level of the intellect, but not with my entire being, that I have sinned and committed an act 
or thought that is inappropriate. So, I address God and ask for forgiveness and promise not to repeat the 
mistake and I strive not to repeat it. But I do all this only on the intellectual level. How can I live it on the 
level of the being, I mean that repentance full of tears that changes the human heart from within?”  
 
He smiled at me, and his answer was shocking. He asked me if my parents, during my childhood, prayed 
before and after eating. I was surprised and said to my translator friend, maybe he didn't understand the 
question, or maybe you didn't translate it accurately. Saint Paisios answered him before he conveyed my 
clarification, saying that, in fact, he understood my question, but he asked his question because, if a person 
did not grow up in a pious house where the parents will not eat or do anything without prayer, it is very 
difficult to reach this high level which he seeks. 
 
From here we realize the importance of the home. Everything that a person gains from virtue or vice, he 
learns from the home. Therefore, spiritual education is very important . 
 
Q: Jesus tells us in the Gospel of John (16:20): "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the 
world will rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy." The pivotal question we aim 
to explore is: What do the Church and Jesus Christ offer to the suffering human being? 
 
A: They offer a lot. First and foremost, they share in the suffering. This notion might be unsettling to some, 
given the prevalent belief that our Lord is exalted above all things. However, "God is love" (1 John 4:8), and 
genuine love empathizes and feels the beloved. God endures suffering alongside humanity, albeit in a 
manner that transcends our comprehension. This perspective isn't a personal conjecture but originates 
from Saint Maximus the Confessor of the seventh century. Many contemporary theologians, seeking 
answers to the afflictions, predicaments, conflicts, famines, and tragedies of our times have discovered 
profound wisdom in his teachings.  
 
Our faith centers on the crucified and risen Christ—simultaneously suffering and triumphant. As one 
modern theologian describes it, the face of Jesus is "bloodied and risen." Human beings extract energy 
from pain, if they face it with a living faith, love for the Lord, and a serious pursuit of the salvation of 



 

 

themselves and the society in which they live. God guides individuals to discern a purpose in the heart of 
their suffering, a calling that they would not have been able to discover without pain. While many have 
undergone such transformative journeys, it necessitates a robust, loving relationship with God, 
transcending mere rational faith in His existence.  
 
Transitioning beyond the intellectual realm of faith is imperative. This doesn't advocate for irrationality 
but emphasizes moving beyond mere belief to an experiential and lived faith. This is the essence of a living 
faith.  
 
Allow me to share an extraordinary story about a lady from my former parish during my tenure as a priest. 
A widow, she raised her four children amidst numerous challenges, all the while displaying profound love 
for the Lord. Tragically, each of her children departed from this world prematurely. Following the loss of 
her last son, a friend visited her and noticed the lingering scent of incense in her home. With a tone of 
reproach, the friend asked, "Do you continue to burn incense after losing all your children?" Her response 
was resolute: "Even if He (Jesus) abandoned me, I would not abandon Him." This epitomizes a living faith. 
Therefore, the cultivation of spiritual education is of paramount importance. 
 
Q: What is the root cause of crises? 
 
A: Sin. Human sin invariably serves as the cause, as evil is the offspring of sin. As articulated in the Bible: 
"When sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death" (James 1:15b). A crisis emerges as an accumulation of 
sins, errors, and evils. Therefore, a reduction in sins corresponds to a reduction in crises. In essence, this 
dynamic operates on various levels—personal, public, group, cultural, and state.  
 
Q: In the biblical account of the man born blind (John 9:1-38), Jesus is questioned about whether the man's 
blindness is a consequence of his parents' sin. Jesus clarifies that the man's blindness is not a result of 
parental sin but serves as an opportunity for the manifestation of God's power through the man. What 
does this statement signify?  
 
A: It is crucial to grasp the concept of the power of God in this context. Contrary to the common belief that 
divine power here lies in God's ability to either cause blindness or restore sight, Jesus intends to 
demonstrate God's glory through healing. In essence, Jesus, in this significant and delicate exchange, 
provides not a logical answer but a pragmatic one: addressing the suffering of a human being and 
expressing His mission to remove pain and bring forth life. 
 
His Eminence gave this interview to “Radio Kifo” of the Syriac Orthodox Church. 



 

 

Church History - Third Century 
Development of Theology (Part Two) 
 

It is interesting to note that when Paul did not cease his erroneous teachings, a 
subsequent council in Antioch, held in 268, reaffirmed the condemnation of his 
speculations and deposed him as bishop. However, he refused to give up the episcopal 
throne and residence. Finally, in 272 the Church appealed to Emperor Aurelian (r. 270–
275), who had recently won back Antioch from the Kingdom of Palmyra, to remove Paul 
by force. This he did, after conferring with “the bishops of the religion in Italy and 
Rome” (as presumably impartial judges, as reported by Bishop Eusebius in his History of 
the Church VII.30.19), who assured him that the Church in the East had indeed acted 
properly in deposing Paul. 
 
This was apparently the first time the Church ever appealed to the civil authorities for 
assistance. It is perhaps a sign of the Church’s growing &lquo;self-confidence” regarding 
its place and stature in Roman society that it would make such a request from the 
emperor, who just as easily could have been persecuting Christians. It also can be seen 
as prophetic of the alliance of the Church with the State that will gradually develop 
during the fourth century. 
 
Concerning Saint Gregory the Wonderworker, it is said that upon his return to his 
hometown of Neocaesarea after his five years in Palestine, there were only 17 
Christians; but at his death, after being bishop for about 30 years, there were only 17 
pagans. Though Gregory was converted to Christianity by Origen, and though Origen 
was his teacher for five years, there is no evidence of Origen’s problematic, misleading 
speculations in Gregory’s writings. 
 
And Saint Methodius, a prolific writer and important theologian, was one of the first 
Christian leaders to point out and refute various erroneous speculations in Origen’s 
works. Methodius’s only work which comes down to us in its entirety is called The 
Symposium, or the Banquet of the Ten Virgins. Interestingly, this treatise contains an 
especially positive understanding of marriage and marital relations, even though its 
overarching theme is praise for a life of consecrated virginity. He died as a martyr near 
the end of the Diocletian Persecution. 

 
The Orthodox Faith 

Volume III - Church History 


