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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20TH, 2024 

  

Sixth Sunday of Luke 

Great-martyr Artemius at Antioch 

Venerable Gerasimos the New Ascetic of 

Kephallenia; Venerable Matrona of Chios 

 

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom** 

Many often pose the question: Is holiness 
attainable today? Is holiness perhaps 
something untouchable, unattainable, and 
impossible for the present time? Is it even 
an exaggeration to be talking about 
something like this? Indeed, people today 
have other priorities, perspectives and 
goals. They think about other things, study 
other things, and are concerned and 
struggle over other things. For many, the 
thought of holiness does not even cross 
their mind. Holiness, even for Christians, is 
considered something from the past, 
something outmoded—that is not for 
contemporary people. 
 

- Elder Moses the Athonite  
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THE SYNAXARION  
 

On October 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy Great-Martyr Artemius at 
Antioch. 
 

Verses 
Artemius, who in all things in life shone brightly, was beheaded, departing for the highest glory. 

On the twentieth, the neck of swift-witted Artemius was cut. 
 

This glorious saint was Egyptian by birth and the chief commander under Emperor Constantine the 
Great. Artemius was present with the emperor when the victorious Cross appeared to him. At that 
moment, Artemius believed in the Lord Christ and was baptized. He was appointed as imperial 
prefect in Egypt and remained in this position under Emperor Julian the Apostate. He summoned 
Artemius to Antioch where the apostate emperor subjected two Christian priests, Eugenius and 
Macarius, to torture. Seeing this, Artemius became greatly enraged and told Julian, “Your death is 
near.” Julian then stripped Artemius of his military rank and ordered him to be flogged and torn 
asunder. Artemius was thrown into prison, where the Lord Jesus Christ appeared and healed him. 
Artemius was beheaded in the year 362. Emperor Julian went out against the Persians and perished 
dishonorably, as Artemius had foretold. 
 On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Gerasimos the New Ascetic of 
Kephallenia; and Venerable Matrona of Chios. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have 
mercy upon us. Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT 
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the 
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our 
Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ARTEMIUS THE GREAT-MARTYR IN TONE FOUR 
Thy Martyr, O Lord, in his courageous contest for Thee * received as the prize the crowns 
of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. * For since he possessed Thy 
strength, he cast down the tyrants * and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless 
presumption. * O Christ God, by his prayers, save our souls, since Thou art merciful. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede 
with the Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy 
 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO  
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most 
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, 
O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and 
speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that 
honor thee. 
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For the Health of these Parishioners 

Lily Bitar & family Showke George  Christo & Mary Christakis 

Suad Shammas  Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud  

Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah  Vilma Bellone 

Michael Shihadi  Joanna Khoury  Sherrie Zachariah & family 

Nadim Zarour  Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny 

Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub 

Nuha & family Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami  

Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied  Margo, Sam & Family 

Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Anna Abdelmassih Barbara Zamer & Family 

Frank & Barbara Ellis Grace Saah & Family Edward & Eleanor Husson 

Brian, Caroline & Family Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family 

Steve, Jennifer & Family Marie Hyder Sylvia & Selma Habib 

Sawsan Ghurani Juliana, Metody & family Joyce & Terri 

Coffee Hour & Holy Bread are offered by Svitlana Sweat in 
loving memory of her father Victor. 
 

Holy Bread is offered by Rida Boulos in loving memory of 
Edmond Neam (6 years). 
 
Holy Bread is offered by Suzan Kozlov in loving memory of 
her parents Renee Saah & David Hanna Saah. 
 

If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the QR  
Codes on the side to do so. 

Coffee Hour 
Available Dates 

 
November 10      December 01 
November 17      December 22 
November 24      December 29 

Host Coffee Hour Offer Holy Bread 

Special Prayer this Week for    

Timothy Dowse  Elizabeth Carroll Jeannine & Family 

Milena Paskaleva & Family Ruby Maggard  Gino Michaels & Family  

Kera Tomlin & Family Svitlana, Margarita, Alexandra, Isabella & Ekaterina  

Sami, Rida & Elana Boulos  Danny, Karen, Lena & Nora Boulos  

Renee, Frank Abdow & Family  Eddy, Erica Neam & Family  

Bishop Evangelos  Jaimi Franus & family  

Silviya & family Curtis & family Hier Family 

George, Grace & family Cox Family Lorraine, Larry & family 

MEMORIAL 

Renee Saah (5 years)  

David Hanna Saah (6 years)  

DEPARTED 

Hazel Ghurani 

Victor 

Edmond Neam  

Yusuf Abu Dayyeh 

Renee Saah  

David Hanna Saah  

Matushka Cindy Mitchell  

Carol Guess  

* Atanas Vanchev 



 

 

Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

Wednesday, October 30th, Paraklesis (Supplication) to the 
Theotokos for Peace especially in the Middle East @ 7:00 PM, 
followed by Discussion  

St. Raphael's Table 
The First Saturday of the Month 

 

Preparing and distributing meals and 
toiletries to our neighbors 
in need. 

To join in preparation/
distribution  
use this QR code 

Amazon Wishlist 
for Toiletry Bags is 
available here. 

October Charity Drive 
Hurricane Relief  

 

Many of us have seen images of the terrible devastation wrought 
by Hurricane Helene. 
 

We don't have to sit idly by but can help! 
This month, our parish charity drive will be to collect 
funds to help victims of the hurricane. 
 

For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”. 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
Bible Study  
(8:30 pm/Zoom) 
 
 
REGISTER HERE 

Forever Young! 
First Friday of the Month  

   
November 1st 
 
REGISTER HERE 

Community Night 
Everyone is Expected 
And Welcome to Join! 

 
November 9th 
5:00 - 900 pm  

Antiochian Women 
Dues 

 
Please Scan 
QR Code 
To Pay Dues 

The Gate Facing East 
Concert 

Ss. Peter & Paul 
Orthodox Church 
 

November 10 
at 5:00 PM 
Reception to Follow 

Project Mexico  
 

Project Mexico just started taking group leader registrations  
for summer 2025 homebuilding missions.  
Seeking local group leader volunteer!  
For more information contact Michael.bosworth@mac.com 
of Missions Committee.  

For online donations, 
use your phone’s 
camera to scan this 
code and follow the 
link to our secure 
donation portal.  



 

 

THE EPISTLE 
Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them. 

God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel.      
 The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1) 

Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and 
move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore, come 
out from them, and be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; 
then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be My sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear 
of God. 

 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:26-39) 

 At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite 
Galilee.  And as He stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had 
demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the 
tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud 
voice, “What hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I beseech Thee, do 
not torment me.”  For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man.  
[For many a time it had seized him; he was kept under guard, and bound with chains and 
fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the desert.]  Jesus then 
asked him, “What is your name?”  And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered 
him.  And they begged Jesus not to command them to depart into the abyss.  Now a large 
herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they begged Jesus to let them enter 
these.  So He gave them leave.  Then the demons came out of the man and entered the 
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  When 
the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the city and in the country.  
Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus, and found the 
man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 
mind; and they were afraid.  And those who had seen it told them how he who had been 
possessed with demons was healed.  Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 
Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He 
got into the boat and returned.  The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 
might be with Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare 
all that God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city 
all that Jesus had done for him. 



 

 

The Mother of All Vices, Part Two 
(Pride and Arrogance) 
 
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 
 
The danger of arrogance is that it is a snake with many heads. Each time one head is cut 
off, another one grows. Arrogance is a disease that creeps stealthily into everything, just 
like the sunlight flows quietly everywhere. If I fast, I will brag about my fasting. If I do a 
good deed, I will praise myself and tell others what I did to receive praise. Sometimes I 
may remain silent during a discussion, not out of humility or to be attentive, but rather 
to draw attention to myself with the aim that others might urge me to speak! 
 
Inferiority complexes fuel pride. Persons in need of attention, affection and care seek 
them in the wrong sources. They tend to prove themselves and accentuate their 
presence by all possible means. This tendency may go against norms and standards to 
attract attention. Aren’t “trends” of fashion, beautification and changing one’s 
appearance – to have the “look” or become eye-catchers – all self affirmations of one’s 
existence and a hidden cry that says, “I am here”? Don't some people distort their 
appearance to attract attention, even if in a negative way? What is the purpose of the 
dreadfulness we sometimes see in fashions? 
 
Pride begins when complete arrogance grows to disdain one's neighbor, yet brazenly 
boasts and praises oneself. It avoids any criticism or rebuke and refuses to hear what is 
not self-pleasing. It is fulfilled by rejecting God and His help, and by being sufficed with 
one’s self and abilities, thus imitating the demons. 
 
The more pride is rooted in us, the more spiritual and psychological our illnesses 
become. Our need for comfort and peace becomes more pressing. 
 
We fight pride and arrogance by remembering our own sins, shortcomings and defects. 
Examine your conscience daily to realize your imperfection. Accept comments from 
those who love you and review yourself when you receive harsh criticism or rebuke 
from dear ones. Nothing promotes our pride as much as forgetting our own 
shortcomings and sins. 
 
Compare yourself with those who are better than you or with those who preceded you 
on the path of virtue. Befriend the saints to know that the road ahead of you is still long. 
Pay attention to anger as a clear sign of pride. Affirm yourself in acts of love instead of 
arrogance and haughtiness. 



 

 

 
Learn from nature. Trees with abundant fruit are bent to the ground, while fruitless trees 
rise toward the sky. The low-lying land receives rivers and streams to become fertile, 
fruitful and yield generously. 
 
Produce virtues and good deeds to eliminate the inferiority complex in you. Know 
yourself and admit your faults so that you can move comfortably towards correcting 
them. Reconcile with your past so that you can see things clearly in the light of reality 
and can advance humanly and spiritually. Let go of your complexities by practicing acts 
of love. Compare your situation, from time to time, with those who are less fortunate 
than you so that you can learn gratitude and contentment.  
 
Live with the gospel and examine yourself in the light of its commandments. You will 
then uncover the number of vices nesting within you.  
 
Hold yourself accountable and make Christ your example, then you will be able to let go 
of pride, and instead love humility and find the peace you seek.  

Mr. Edward Assile, current Treasurer and former Chair of the Order of St. Ignatius and Member of 
the Archdiocese Board of Trustees will be joining us on Sunday, October 27th.  
 

He will provide an overview and updates about the Order of St. Ignatius after liturgy and will be 
available afterwards in the lower hall to answer any questions about this beautiful 
ministry from the community. Please plan to be there!  
 

For more information, visit: www.orderofstignatius.org. 
 
If you are interested in joining, please scan the QR Code to fill out the form. 



 

 

Church History - Third Century 
The Lapsed (Part 2) 
 
The greatest defender of the Catholic Church at this time was Saint Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage (c. 200–
258), who strenuously opposed the so-called “pure Church” of the Novatianists—and especially the 
divisiveness of that movement. Although a great reader of Tertullian (most of whose works were written 
before he became a Montanist), Saint Cyprian defended the Catholic Church, with Her unbroken apostolic 
succession of bishops, against the newly formed spiritualistic “churches” of the rigorists, or maximalists. 
He stated in one of his most famous works, entitled On the Unity of the Church, which he wrote to prevent 
schism occurring in his own church: 
 
 Does he who does not hold this unity of the Church think that he holds the Faith? Does he who 
 strives against and resists the Church trust that he is in the Church, when moreover the blessed 
 Apostle Paul teaches the same thing, and sets forth the sacrament of unity, saying, ‘There is one  body 
 and one spirit, one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God’ [Eph 4.4]?  
 
 And this unity we ought firmly to hold and assert, especially those of us who are bishops, who preside 
 in the Church, that we may also prove the episcopacy itself to be one and undivided. . . . The 
 episcopacy is one, each part of which is held wholly by each one. The Church also is one. . . .  
 
 Whoever is separated from the Church and is joined to an adulteress is separated from the promises 
 of the Church; nor can he who who forsakes the Church of Christ attain to the rewards of Christ. He is 
 a stranger; he is profane; he is an enemy. He can no longer have God for his Father who does not 
 have the Church for his mother (On the Unity of the Church 4–6). 
 
Saint Cyprian also strongly resisted the second attempt by a bishop of Rome to dictate to a Church beyond 
her territory. This occurred when Bishop Stephen I (r. 254–257) tried to force the Church of Carthage to 
receive converts from schismatic or heretical Christian groups by anointing with oil, or even just by a 
statement of faith, rather than by baptism, as long as the heretical baptism had been done with the proper 
form. Cyprian, taking a more rigorist stance on this issue, insisted that any sacraments done by those 
outside the canonical Church have no validity whatsoever; as he said, “How can he who does not have the 
Spirit impart the Spirit?” 
 
While the Church through the centuries has generally taken Stephen’s approach on this difficult issue, 
Cyprian was certainly right in resisting Rome’s pretension to have authority over the Church of Carthage. 
As he said concerning such jurisdictional matters, “None of us claims to be a bishop of bishops or resorts 
to tyranny to obtain the consent of his brethren. Each bishop in the fullness of his freedom and his 
authority retains the right to think for himself; he is not subject to any other and he does not judge 
others.” And as in the time of Bishop Victor’s attempt to force the Quartodecimans to accept Roman 
practice, strong protests were raised by bishops from across the Empire against Bishop Stephen’s 
imperious attitude.  
 
 

 
The Orthodox Faith 

Volume III - Church History 


