
 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

10620 River Road Potomac Maryland 20854  ●  301-765-3400  ●  www.peterpaulpotomac.org 
 

Kindly keep all cell phones turned off or muted while in Church.  Thank you. 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  
AND BREAD OF HOLY OBLATION 

 
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing and serving 
the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following the Liturgy on Sundays 
is a great way to practice Christian fellowship among our fellow parish-
ioners.  Notice the openings to the left and consider contributing to this 
vital ministry.  Sign-up in the Kogok Hall. 

 Bread of Holy Oblation Fellowship Hour 

07 Oct Zurefa ‘Fifi’ Ellis/40-Day 
Memorial for Henry George 

David 
 

Zurefa ‘Fifi’ Ellis/40-Day Memo-
rial for Henry George David 

14 Oct Rados Family/IMO Fr. George Rados Family/IMO Fr. George 

21 Oct Dorothy Marge Open 

28 Oct Jamilee Belone & Family 
 

Nassif Family & Amal Michael/
IMO Issa J. Michael (1yr) 

04 Nov Habib & Hind Debs/IMO 
Venise Yussif Kaffoury 

Habib & Hind Debs/IMO Venise 
Yussif Kaffoury 
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H.E. Metropolitan JOSEPH 
Archbishop Primate 

All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believes 
Matins: Sundays 9:30am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 

Sunday, October 7, 2018 

Tone 2 / Eothinon 8 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

& Third Sunday of Luke 

Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus of Syria 

Hieromartyr Polychronios of Nicaea; Priest Julian and 

Deacon Caesarius of Campania; Venerable John the her-

mit and those with him; Venerable Sergius of Nurma 

 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (Tone 2) 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, 
then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the 
dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O 
Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF SS. SERGIUS AND BACCHUS (Tone 4) 

(**Be quick to anticipate**) 
Thy martyrs, O Lord, in their courageous contest for Thee * received as the prize the 
crowns of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. * For, since they pos-
sessed Thy strength, they cast down the tyrants * and wholly destroyed the demons’ 
strengthless presumption. * O Christ God, by their prayers, save our souls, since Thou 
art merciful. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (Tone 4) 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, 
intercede with the Master of all to grant safety to the world and to our souls the 
great mercy. 
 
ORDINARY KONTAKION (Tone 2) 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator 
most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be 
thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to 
intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O The-
otokos, them that honor thee. 

Brothers and Sisters!  The all-merciful God desires happiness for us both in this life and in the 
life to come.  To this end He established His Holy Church, so that she might cleanse us from 
sin, sanctify us, reconcile us with Him and give us a heavenly blessing.  The embrace of the 
Church is always open to us.  Let us all hasten there more quickly, we whose consciences are 
burdened.  Let us hasten, and the Church will lift the weight of our burdens, give us boldness 
before God, and fill our hearts with happiness and blessedness. 

St. Nectarios of Aegina 

 

 

Paul’s Final Admonitions 
 
Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians ends with the valediction “Maran atha”, “come O Lord.”  He says to the 
Christian soldier, “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do be done with love” (1 
Corinthians 16:13-14). 
 
Let us not forget that great hymn to love found in 1 Corinthians 13. 
 
This summarizes Paul's admonitions throughout the entire epistle.  This reflects the divine power that the believ-
er receives in the Lord Jesus, who “is strengthened in the Holy Spirit” (cf. Luke 1:80 and 2:40). 
 
“May your hearts be strengthened” (Psalm 30/31: 24). 
 
All of this is realized if there abounds love, which is the source of all virtues.  After that, the Apostle mentions 
his helpers, the first of which is Stephen and his house, who are the first people that he evangelized in the region 
of Achaea.  This family served “the saints.”  That is, the poor of Jerusalem. 
 
His words in the epistle include greetings to Aquila and his wife Priscilla, his assistants in establishing the 
Church of Corinth and the Church of Ephesus (Acts 18:2 and 18). 
 
Paul insists on the greeting among brothers and asks that this greeting be among them “with a holy kiss.”  This 
kiss comes out of the love, kindness and mercy that flow into the Divine Liturgy, expressing union in love and 
faith.  Saint Justin Martyr the Philosopher (2nd century) testifies to this. 
 
Today the bishop and the priests practice it while they are in the altar. 
 
The followers of Christ cry out, “Maran atha.”  That is, come Lord Jesus, come! Amen.  
 
Hallelujah!  It is said in Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians, “the Lord is at hand” (Philippians 4:5) and also in the 
Book of Revelation 22:20, “Surely I am coming quickly.”  Come Lord Jesus! 
 
This is the hope of the one to come. 
 
Do not fear, brothers!  Do not fear, humankind: the Lord is at hand!  Never despair: the Lord has come, is com-
ing and shall come quickly! 
 
He is the last true king of this world, also and especially king over the hearts of us who believe in Him: 

 
This is the kingdom to come!  Seek it first.  It comes by way of God’s grace.  It comes by way of prayer.  It 
comes by way of the neighbor, by way of service to those little ones, the poor.  He is the true neighbor of every 
one of us (cf. 1 Corinthians 16:23). 
 
The apostle’s love, embodied in his last greeting, is an image of the Heavenly Father’s love.  This love never 
falls (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:8). 
 
+Ephrem 
Metropolitan of Tripoli, al-Koura and their Dependencies 

 
 



 

 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events 

SS. PETER & PAUL OUTREACH VISITATION MINISTRY 
The outreach ministry seeks to visit and to assist the elderly, the 
sick, and those who are housebound, shut-in, or living in nursing 
homes.  Volunteers are needed who are willing to call  to visit, 
and to reach out to our elderly brethren.  All those willing to help 
please contact the coordinators of the group:  George & Alma 
Jean Zaki at (georgezaki@gmail.com or ajmzaki@gmail.com), 
Alex Cox at (alexcoxsells@gmail.com) or Fr. Isaac at
(frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org).  Our Parish is grateful for this 
ministry remembering that when we visit the sick and the infirm 
we visit Christ himself. 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
Oct *Youth Month & Seminary Month 
Oct 08 *Church Office Closed/Columbus Day 
Oct 10 *Parish Council Mtg./7p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Oct 11 *Adult Religious Education Forum/’Exploring our  
    Faith’7:00p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Oct 13 *Baptism/Samuel Christopher Saa/12p 
 *Antiochian Women, Opening Mtg. (see AW box 
    For more info) 
Oct 21 *Parish-wide General Assembly immediately  
    Following services 
Oct 25 *Adult Religious Education Forum/’Exploring our  
    Faith/7:00p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Nov 08 *Adult Religious Education Forum/’Exploring our  
    Faith’/7:00p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Nov 12 *Church Office Closed/Veteran’s Day 
Nov 13 *Parish Council Mtg./7p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Nov 17 *Baptism/Chloe Issa/12p 
Nov 20 *Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos/ 
    6:00p Matins, 7:00p Divine Liturgy 
Nov 22 *Thanksgiving/offices closed 
Nov 24 *Baptism/Zahi James Korkor Wright/12p 

TEEN SOYO 

Ss. Peter & Paul Teen Youth Ministry Group (Teen 
SOYO) is open to all teens of the Parish (13— 19 
years).  The teens meet regularly for social, spiritual, 
and community outreach events.   

Officers for 2018—2019: 
President   Joud Al-Kallas 
Vice President Tia Saah 
Treasurer  Jacob Azar 
Secretary  Julia Azar 

Lay Advisors: 
Zaid Sharafudin/Zaid.sharafudin@gmail.com 
(412) 708-6726 
Marian Azar/azaremarian@gmail.com 
(703) 297-9638 
 
Oct *October is Youth Month/more information 
    to follow. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 2018-2019 

Registration for Church School is ongoing using this 
link: https://goo.gl/forms/GQ6uQSnItimwgwJW2, 
include your email as most Church school announce-
ments go out to the entire parish.  Please list all/any 
allergies. 
Check out our new online Church School Newslet-
ter 
https://www.smore.com/t1rhu   
 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
The Ss. Peter & Paul YAF welcomes all young people 
over 20 years of age to join in its social, educational, 
and outreach activities.  Please contact Wayne Parr at 
wayneparr@gmail.com or Amal Michael at 
amal17m@yahoo.com for more information. 

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 
Oct 13 *Antiochian Women, Opening Meeting for 
2018-    2019 at the home of Donna Gavin: 
  Saturday, October 13, at Noon 
  Donna Gavin 
  1441 N. Longfellow St. 
  Arlington, VA 22205 
  703-533-0924 home 
  crazygavins@verizon.net 

“EXPLORING OUR FAITH”  THE SS. PETER AND PAUL 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FORUM 
"Exploring Our Faith" meets every other Thursday evening 
7:00p to 8:30p in the lower level conference room.  The next 
meeting is Thursday, October 11, 2018.  Fr. Isaac facilitates 
the Forums using brief presentations as a springboard to open 
discussion on a variety of topics concerning our faith.  ALL 
ARE WELCOME.  Contact Fr. Isaac at 
frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org, Fr. Luke at 
frluke@peterpaulpotomac.org 
 or Kate Niewenhous at handmaidens20854@gmail.com. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Oct 07 *Men’s Fellowship Mtg./following coffee hour  
    @1:00p.  Men are urged to participate. 
 

 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Directors 
Samia Zolnerowich 

Jennifer Buchko 
 

Teachers 
Jumana Misleh 

Susan Kozlov 
Danielle Bellone 

Michelle Zook 
Ritamarie Saa 

Jennifer Montgomery 
Andrew Salem 

Dara Potter 
Layla Najjar 

Caroline Jarboe 
Stephen Zolnerowich 

Nate Guinn 

Anees Mokhiber 
AJ Wood 

Philip Allen 
  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Sam Khalil 

 
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN  

Carol Laham 
 

TEEN SOYO 
Lay Advisors 

Zaid Sharafudin 
Marian Azar 

Officers 

Joud Al-Kallas 
Tia Saah 

Jacob Azar 
Julia Azar 

 
YOUNG ADULT  

FELLOWSHIP 
Wayne Parr 

Amal Michael 
 

ADORNMENT 
Shams Akkawi 
Jamil Hermes 

 
FACILITY  

MANAGEMENT 
Sam Berberian 

Bob Simon  
 

RENTAL 
COORDINATOR 

Barbara Abraham 
 

CHARITIES 

Sam Sahouri Ghanem 
 

FINANCE 
Salim Habayeb 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

Zeina Manasseh 
 
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 

The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely. 
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:31-12:9) 

 
Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed forever, 

knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of 
Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the 
wall, and escaped his hands. I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go 
on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who 14 years ago was 
caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows. And I know that this man was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out 
of the body I do not know, God knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which 
man may not utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall 
be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he 
sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of 
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep 
me from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave 
me; but He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in 
weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 

 
THE GOSPEL 

(For the Third Sunday of Luke) 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (7:11-16) 

 
At that time, Jesus went to a city called Nain, and many of His disciples and a 

great crowd went with Him.  As He drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who 
had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a 
large crowd from the city was with her.  And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion 
on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”  And He came and touched the bier, and the bearers 
stood still. And Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you: arise.”  And the dead man sat up, 
and began to speak.  And Jesus gave him to his mother.  Fear seized them all; and they 
glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited His 
people!” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Learning & Media Center 
The new Parish Learning and Media Center is up and running.  The Center houses the Par-
ish Library, audio visual materials, and Christian educational resources.  The Center is 
located in the lower level inside room accessible from the Serge Malooley Conference 
Center  room.  Donations of books or materials related to the history, tradition and teaching 
of the Church and the Orthodox Faith are welcome.  All are welcome to use the center by 
following its user guidelines.  Contact Fr. Isaac, Fr. Luke, or Dn. Christian for access and 
information.   
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mailto:ajmzaki@gmail.com
mailto:alexcoxsells@gmail.com
mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org
https://goo.gl/forms/GQ6uQSnItimwgwJW2
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mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org
mailto:handmaidens20854@gmail.com


 

 

Visitors 
If you are visiting our  

parish, please let us get to 
know you.  Complete a 

visitor card you will find in 
your pew, and drop it in 

Orthodox Christians 
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the  

celebration of the Eucharist when they receive  
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s  

command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.   
In order to be properly disposed to receive  
Communion, communicants should not be  

conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night 
before taking communion, and seek to live in  

charity and love with their neighbors.  Persons 
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled 

with God and the Church through the Sacrament 
of Penance (Confession and Absolution).  A  

frequent reception of the Sacrament of  
Penance is encouraged for all.  

Non-Orthodox 
 

We welcome to this celebration of the  
Eucharist those Christians who are not 
fully united with us.  It is a consequence 

of the sad divisions in Christianity that we 
cannot extend to them a general invitation 
to receive Communion.  Orthodox believe 

that the Eucharist is an action of the  
celebrating community signifying a  

oneness in faith, life, and worship of the 
community.  Reception of the Eucharist 
by Christians not fully united with us 

would imply a oneness which does not yet 
exist, and for which we must all pray. 

Not Receiving   
Communion 

 

Those not receiving  
sacramental communion 

are encouraged to  
express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity 
with the Lord Jesus and 

with one another by  
receiving a piece of 

blessed bread following 
the dismissal prayers. 

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul 
  

To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of  
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter  

the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy. 
  

   PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS  

   - the clergy censes the sanctuary 
   - the congregation is standing, or 
   - during the Little Entrance with the Gospel 
   - during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel 
   - Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of 
   - the sermon 
   - the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts 
   - the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113 
   - the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet” 

  

Please follow the directions of the ushers during  
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones 

in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and 
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.   

SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND 
The Creed ~ p. 110   

The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118 
The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122   

The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125  

 

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY: 

The Family of Henry David/40-day Memorial 
 

MEMOIRIAL WHEAT: 

The Family of Henry David/40-day Memorial 
 

FELLOWSHIP OFFERED BY: 

The Family of Henry David/40-day Memorial 

 

 

Commemorations 

 

For the servants of God that they may have mercy, peace, health, salvation and visita-
tion, pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember them in his Kingdom always: 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVING 
Brian Briggs  Saleh Family  Rene Saa 

Nadim Zarour  David Saa  Iris Zhu 

Tammy Alvarez  Gevik Aharonian  Bob & Shirley Neri  

Lloyd George Family Stephanie Hatmaker Ramona Dora & Family 

Zurefa "Fifi" & George Ellis Mitchell & Linda David Henry & Donna David 

Alex David  Andrew David  Ryan David 

Mitchell David & Kerri Gilkerson   Natalee David 

Siham Ayoub 

Parishioners who remain  
in our prayers continually 

 
Rt. Rev. Fr. Elias Bitar  Margaret Ashley Mary Smith 
Isabel Thredeh  George Brown Nabeeha Ayoub 
Everett Alvarez  Holly Dubois Robert & Thelma Badwey 
Edmond & Sophie Neam Miriam Yazge Barbara Abraham 
George & Joan Abraham Lula Brown Douglas Kalesh  
Michael Buchko, Sr. Edward Rizkallah Dorothy Marge 
Leila Khoury  Isa Saleh  Shoke George 
Suad Shammas    Assad & Patricia Khoury 

For the Servants of God  
departed this life: the Lord God  

remember them in his kingdom 
always: now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages 
  

DEPARTED 

Fr. George Rados 

Venise Yussif Kaffoury 

Radka Chotova 

Dominick Basile 

Henry George David 

Elsie David 

Margie David 

George & Helen David 

Mitchell David 

Zurefa David 

Eddie David 

Freddie David 

Bobby David 

William Dora, Sr. 

Richard Z. David 

Theodore (Ted) Z. David 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE?  NOT!!!   "Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.   Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  -Matthew 28: 19.  OCMC 
witnesses in Guatemala, Albania, Kenya, Indonesia, South Korea, Mongolia, and Romania and 
has a presence witnessing to Christ and the Orthodox Christian Faith in over 30 countries 
through the ministries OCMC.  Join us today as Betty Slanta and Michael Bosworth share Ortho-
dox Missions around the world, and news of their upcoming medical mission to Guatemala from 
November 9-18, 2018.  Pray for Mike and Betty's healthcare mission to Aguacate, Guatemala, in 
November. 

MEMORIALS 
Henry George David (40 days) 

William Dora, Sr. (5 years) 

Richard Z. David (1 year) 

Theodore (Ted) Z. David (10 mos) 

 

Orthodox Missions Update  
Watch this spot soon on upcoming 2019 short-term mission opportuni-
ties!  Hope everyone saw our poster at the festival with SS Peter and 
Paul parishioners who were on short and long term missions!  Remem-
ber, we can all be a part of spreading Christ’s message!  Remember, 
we have a box at the candle stand to collect any change you want to 
donate to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center. Thank you!   
 


