
 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

10620 River Road Potomac Maryland 20854  ●  301-765-3400  ●  www.peterpaulpotomac.org 
 

Kindly keep all cell phones turned off or muted while in Church.  Thank you. 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  
AND BREAD OF HOLY OBLATION 

 
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing and serv-
ing the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following the Liturgy on 
Sundays is a great way to practice Christian fellowship among our 
fellow parishioners.  Notice the openings to the left and consider con-
tributing to this vital ministry.  Sign-up in the Kogok Hall. 

 

IMO/40-day for Charles Cox 
IMO/40-for Richie)Ayoub 
IMO/2-year for Nahida Barbari 
IMO/9-day for George Fehdeh 

Alex & Thomaseena Cox/40-Day 
Memorial for Charles Cox 

Joyce Kogok/IMO Richard & 
Richie Kogok 

Joyce Kogok/IMO Richard & 
Richie Kogok 

open Silvia Tawil 

open 
 

25th Annual Mediterranean 
Festival 

open open 
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All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believes 
Matins: Sundays 9:30am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 

Sunday, September 2, 2018 

Tone 5 / Eothinon 3 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

&  

Fourteenth Sunday of Matthew 

Martyr Mamas and His Family 

John the Faster, patriarch of Constantinople 

 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (Tone 5) 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in 
the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF ST. MAMAS (Tone 4)  

(**Be quick to anticipate**) 
Thy Martyr, O Lord, in his courageous contest for Thee * received as the prize the 
crowns of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. * For since he pos-
sessed Thy strength, he cast down the tyrants * and wholly destroyed the demons’ 
strengthless presumption. * O Christ God, by his prayers, save our souls, since Thou 
art merciful. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (Tone 4) 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with 
the Master of all to grant safety to the world and to our souls the great mercy. 

 
KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS (Tone 4) 
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach 
of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy 
people do celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: 
The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 
 
 

 

 
 

He who avoids physical work, cannot succeed in his spiritual work because the 

second is born from the first.   
+Elder Efstratios of Glinsk 

 

 

“ON THE WISDOM OF BEING ORTHODOX” 
by DORIS BUTLER 

 
Wisdom is the right use of knowledge.  This means that knowledge must necessarily, precede wisdom.  The Giv-
er of knowledge is the Holy Spirit — “he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem-
brance” (JOHN 14:26).  Therefore, knowledge comes to us through those who speak by the Spirit: the prophets, 
apostles, disciples, holy fathers and martyrs of the Church.  The Orthodox Church has not, as the Roman, ap-
pended something to—nor, as the Protestant, subtracted something from—this knowledge which we have re-
ceived.  In Orthodoxy, all the knowledge which God has given His people is retained as He has given it. 

 
The right use of knowledge is its use in obedience to God, in conformity with His commandments.  His two 
great commandments are to love God and to love one’s neighbor (MARK 12:30, 31); they are commandments of 
charity.  Hence, the right use of knowledge is the charitable use of it—for edification, for the solace of one’s 
fellow men and the fulfillment of God’s will.  “Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good, to edifica-
tion” (ROMANS 15:2), says the blessed Paul.  The holy fathers teach that nothing is used in obedience to God’s 
will unless it is used in the manner He wills it and at the time when He wills it.  And the Preacher says: “To eve-
ry thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven” (ECCLES. 3:1).  Thus, the right use of 
knowledge has to do with timing, in accordance with God’s will, oneself and one’s neighbor; and it has to do 
with purpose—God’s, one’s own and that of one’s neighbor. 
 
In itself, knowledge is neither good nor bad.  It can be used wisely (virtuously) or unwisely (sinfully).  But it 
sometimes happens that when a person sees knowledge sinfully used he assumes that knowl-edge is bad, that 
“simplicity” is better, and that it will be advisable to avoid knowledge altogether.  He falls into this error 
because he equates knowledge with wisdom.  But wisdom is the joining of the will with knowledge to make it 
serve the good—so it is not knowledge which is good or evil, but the will.  One early father wrote of Eve ’s 
temptation: “For there was nothing else in the fruit than only knowledge; but knowledge is good when one 
uses it discreetly. . . .  Not, therefore, as if there were any evil in the tree of knowledge; but from his disobe-
dience did man draw, as from a fountain, labor, pain and grief, and at last fall a prey to death” (Theophilus to 
Autolycus, ANTE-NICENE FATHERS). 
 
Then no Christian ought to condemn knowledge nor eschew it in regard to himself; rather, the use of 
knowledge against God’s will should be condemned.  For, those who have knowledge but refuse to use it 
according to Divine Will would assuredly be better if they had no knowledge.  They are like a dying woman 
in a hospital bed, be-decked with jewels and unable to keep them arranged or wear them properly—such 
knowledge is only an impediment and a discomfort.  Then, if one wishes, in the beginning, to exercise God ’s 
will, he should seek knowledge for this purpose; but if he does not, it is irrelevant whether he acquires 
knowledge or not, except in the event that his will may subsequently be converted by the ever generous 
grace of his Creator. 
 
Christianity always puts obedience above knowledge, and it is by placing knowledge under such moral 
restraint that wisdom is achieved.  This is possibly the greatest feature which distinguishes Christian phi-
losophy from pagan philosophy.  This is why Plato has knowledge but the Apostles have wisdom.  This 
is why the pagan can be at once cognizant and cruel, whereas the lover of Christ can face his enemies 
and be merciful.  This is why the unbeliever can devise destruction and the Christian can suffer martyr-
dom.  For, those who love knowledge above all else will sacrifice charity for the sake of knowledge; they 
are afflicted, furthermore, with the temptation to power. Half of Eve ’s temptation was knowledge, and 
the other half was “ye shall be as gods” (GENESIS 3:5). 
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Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events 

SS. PETER & PAUL OUTREACH VISITATION  
MINISTRY 

The outreach ministry seeks to visit and to assist the elderly, the sick, and 
those who are housebound, shut-in, or living in nursing homes.  Volun-
teers are needed who are willing to call  to visit, and to reach out to our 
elderly brethren.  All those willing to help please contact the coordinators 
of the group:  George & Alma Jean Zaki at (georgezaki@gmail.com or 
ajmzaki@gmail.com), Alex Cox at (alexcoxsells@gmail.com) or Fr. 
Isaac at(frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org).  Our Parish is grateful for this 
ministry remembering that when we visit the sick and the infirm we visit 
Christ himself. 

2018 OCMC Orthodox Mission Teams and OCMC Mission Box at Candle Stand 
 

Orthodox Christian Mission Teams spread the joy and love of Christ to the world! 

• Did you know we have several (prospective short and long-term) missionaries at Ss Peter and Paul? 

• Did you know we have a box by the candle stand if you wish to donate to OCMC? 

• Did you know any of us can go on a short mission trip?  The currently available short mission teams are as follows: 
 * September 17-September 27 – Teaching in Tirana, Albania 
 * September 29-October 6 – Take a missions tour to Albania and surrounding regions 
 * November 19-28 – Reach out to clergy wives in diocese of Nyeri, Kenya by sharing your faith and encouraging  
    women 
 * November 28-December 8 – Kisumu Youth Conference in Kenya 
 * November 28-December 8 – Nairobi, Kenya mentoring team working at the St. Clement Orthodox School for at  
    risk youth 
You can contact OCMC at ocmc.org or call at 1-877-463-6787, extension 142 for more information. 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sep 03 *Church Office Closed/Labor Day 
Sep 07 *Vigil for the Feast of Nativity of the Theotokos at  
    St. Mary Church, Hunt Valley, MD/5:00p 
Sep 08 *Baptism/Lydia Michael/12p 
Sep 09 *Start of Church School  
Sep 11 *Parish Council Mtg./7p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Sep 13 *Feast of the Elevation of the Cross/6p Matins,  
    7p Divine Liturgy 
Sep 15 *Complete Kibbeh/10a-2:30p 
 *Baptism/Ember Vasilescu/12p 
Sep 16 *Church School Staff Mtg. to follow class 
Sep 21-23*Ss. Peter & Paul Mediterranean Festival (Bazaar) 
Sep 27 *Adult Religious Education Forum/’Exploring our  
    Faith’7:00p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Sep 30 *Baptism/Gibran Anthony Sahouri/1:30p 
Oct 09 *Parish Council Mtg./7p/Serge Malooley Conf. Rm. 
Oct 13 *Baptism/Samuel Christopher Saa/12p 
 

THE PARISH GIFT SHOP 
 

The Gift Shop is open every Sunday following Liturgy.  For 
information contact Alma Jean Zaki at (703) 283-9338 or 
ajmzaki@gmail.com 

TEEN SOYO 
Contact the Lay Advisors for more details: 
Zaid Sharafudin / Zaid.sharafudin@gmail.com 
Anees Mokhiber / anees_mokhiber@hotmail.com 

CHURCH SCHOOL 2018-2019 
Registration for Church School is ongoing using this link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/GQ6uQSnItimwgwJW2.   
Please make sure to register with the church, including your 
email as most Church school announcements go out to the 
entire parish. 
Check out our new online Church School  
Newsletter  https://www.smore.com/t1rhu   
Sep 9 *Start of Church School 
Sep 16 *Church School-Elevation of the Cross 
    Staff meeting to follow classes.   
Please help up by signing up for the Bazaar Children’s  
Activities at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ba9aa23a2fd0-
2018 
(see flyer in Narthex for complete schedule of Church 
School classes and activities). 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
The Ss. Peter & Paul YAF welcomes all young people over 
20 years of age to join in its social, educational, and outreach 
activities.  Please contact Wayne Parr at 
wayneparr@gmail.com or Amal Michael at 
amal17m@yahoo.com for more information. 

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 
Sept. *Many of our Antiochian Women will be 
    actively participating in the cooking and  
    baking for the Bazaar. 
Oct *Antiochian Women Club Kickoff Luncheon 
    (Specific date to be announced) 

“EXPLORING OUR FAITH”  THE SS. PETER AND PAUL ADULT 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FORUM 
"Exploring Our Faith" meets every other Thursday evening 7:00p to 
8:30p in the lower level conference room.  The next meeting is Thurs-
day, September 27, 2018.  Fr. Isaac facilitates the Frums using brief 
presentations as a springboard to open discussion on a variety of topics 
concerning our faith.  ALL ARE WELCOME.  Contact Fr. Isaac at 
frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org, Fr. Luke at frluke@peterpaulpotomac.org 
 or Kate Niewenhous at handmaidens20854@gmail.com. 

 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Directors 
Samia Zolnerowich 

Jennifer Buchko 
 

Teachers 
Jumana Misleh 

Susan Kozlov 
Rose Ansara 

Chrissy Mackoul 
Michelle Zook 

Dina Saah 
Dara Potter 

Claudia Rabie 
Christine Morin 

Jennifer Montgomery 
Caroline Jarboe 

Stephen Zolnerowich 

Anees Mokhiber 
AJ Wood 

Philip Allen 
  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Sam Khalil 

 
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN  

Carol Laham 
 

TEEN SOYO 
Lay Advisors 

Zaid Sharafudin 
Anees Mokhiber 

Officers 

Kinda Callas 
Julia Allen 

Joud Al-Kallas 
Josian Azar 

Tia Saah 
 

YOUNG ADULT  
FELLOWSHIP 

Wayne Parr 
Amal Michael 

 
ADORNMENT 

Shams Akkawi 

Jamil Hermes 
 

FACILITY  
MANAGEMENT 

Sam Berberian 
Bob Simon  

 
RENTAL 

COORDINATOR 
Barbara Abraham 

 
CHARITIES 

Sam Sahouri Ghanem 
 

FINANCE 

Salim Habayeb 
 

STEWARDSHIP 

Zeina Manasseh 
 
 

THE EPISTLE 
 (For the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Thou, O Lord, wilt keep and preserve us.  Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed. 
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:21-2:4) 

 
Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned 

us; He has put his seal upon us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  But I 
call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming to Cor-
inth.   Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand 
firm in your faith.  For I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit.  For if I 
cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained?  And I 
wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have 
made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all.  For I 
wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause 
you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Fourteenth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (22:2-14) 
 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were 
invited to the marriage feast; but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, say-
ing, ‘Tell those who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves are killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made 
light of it and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his 
troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the thorough-
fares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out 
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man 
who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here with-
out a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep and 
gnash their teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

 
 
 

The Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Learning & Media Center 
 

At long last the new Parish Learning and Media Center is up and running.  The Center 
houses the Parish Library, audio visual materials, and Christian educational resources. 
 
The Center is located in the Lower Level inside room accessible from the Serge 
Malooley Conference Room.  All are welcome to use the center by following its user 
guidelines.  Please contact Fr. Isaac, Fr. Luke, or Dn. Christian for access and infor-
mation.   

mailto:georgezaki@gmail.com
mailto:ajmzaki@gmail.com
mailto:alexcoxsells@gmail.com
mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org
http://ocmc.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/GQ6uQSnItimwgwJW2
https://www.smore.com/t1rhu
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ba9aa23a2fd0-2018
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ba9aa23a2fd0-2018
mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org
mailto:handmaidens20854@gmail.com


 

 

Visitors 
If you are visiting our  

parish, please let us get to 
know you.  Complete a 

visitor card you will find in 
your pew, and drop it in 

Orthodox Christians 
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the  

celebration of the Eucharist when they receive  
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s  

command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.   
In order to be properly disposed to receive  
Communion, communicants should not be  

conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night 
before taking communion, and seek to live in  

charity and love with their neighbors.  Persons 
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled 

with God and the Church through the Sacrament 
of Penance (Confession and Absolution).  A  

frequent reception of the Sacrament of  
Penance is encouraged for all.  

Non-Orthodox 
 

We welcome to this celebration of the  
Eucharist those Christians who are not 
fully united with us.  It is a consequence 

of the sad divisions in Christianity that we 
cannot extend to them a general invitation 
to receive Communion.  Orthodox believe 

that the Eucharist is an action of the  
celebrating community signifying a  

oneness in faith, life, and worship of the 
community.  Reception of the Eucharist 
by Christians not fully united with us 

would imply a oneness which does not yet 
exist, and for which we must all pray. 

Not  Receiving   
Communion 

 

Those not receiving  
sacramental communion 

are encouraged to  
express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity 
with the Lord Jesus and 

with one another by  
receiving a piece of 

blessed bread following 
the dismissal prayers. 

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul 
  

To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of  
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter  

the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy. 
  

   PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS  

   - the clergy censes the sanctuary 
   - the congregation is standing, or 
   - during the Little Entrance with the Gospel 
   - during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel 
   - Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of 
   - the sermon 
   - the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts 
   - the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113 
   - the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet” 

  

Please follow the directions of the ushers during  
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones 

in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and 
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.   

SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND 
The Creed ~ p. 110   

The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118 
The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122   

The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125  

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY: 

Donna Gavin/40-Day Memorial for Charles Tom Cox 

Siham Ayoub/40-Day Memorial for Richard (Richie) John Ayoub  

Nabil Barbari /2-Year Memorial for Nahida N. Barbari 

Zeina Manasseh/9-Day Memorial for George Fehdeh 

MEMORIAL WHEAT: 

Donna Gavin/40-Day Memorial for Charles Tom Cox 
Zeina Manasseh/9-Day Memorial for George Fehdeh 

FELLOWSHIP OFFERED BY: 

Alex and Thomaseena Cox/40-Day Memorial for Charles Tom Cox 

 

 

Commemorations 

 

For the servants of God that they may have mercy, peace, health, salvation and 
visitation, pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember them in his Kingdom 
always: now and ever, and unto ages of ages 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVING 
Brian Briggs  Saleh Family  Rene Saa 

Robert & Joyce Najjar Nadim Zarour  Antonius & Leila Barakat 

Lorna Malooley  Ann Marie Moses  Nabil Barbari 

Iris Zhu   Joe & Donna Gavin & Family  Andrew Gavin 

 Matthew Gavin   James Courtright  Tammy Alvarez 

Michelle Boyle  George Boyle  Gevik Aharonian 

Catrina & George Rorke Bette & John Adam  Lloyd George Family 

Zurefa ‘Fifi’ (George) Ellis Mitchell G. David  Peter & Carolyn Boyle & Family 

Mrs. Abeer Khadder & Family    Siham, Adrianna, Richard, & Jamie Ayoub 

Fatima, Kareem, & Nabeel Fehdeh   Nabil & Nabeela Barbari 

Johnny Fehdeh     Fayeruz Robert, & Hamilton Regan 

Mayya Fehdeh     Nadia, Gilberto III, Laila & Alina Pietri 

Bob Neri      Kathy Raines 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Charles Tom Cox (40-Day) 

Richard (Richie) John Ayoub (40-Day) 

Nahida N. Barbari (2-Year) 

George Fehdeh (9-Day) 

 

 

Parishioners who remain  
in our prayers continually 

 
Rt. Rev. Fr. Elias Bitar  Margaret Ashley Mary Smith 
Isabel Thredeh  George Brown Nabeeha Ayoub 
Everett Alvarez  Holly Dubois Robert & Thelma Badwey 
Edmond & Sophie Neam Miriam Yazge Barbara Abraham 
George & Joan Abraham Lula Brown Douglas Kalesh  
Michael Buchko, Sr. Edward Rizkallah Dorothy Marge 
Leila Khoury  Isa Saleh  Shoke George 
Suad Shammas    Assad & Patricia Khoury 

For the Servants of God  
departed this life: the Lord God  
remember them in his kingdom al-

ways: now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages 

  
DEPARTED 

Fr. George Rados 

Charles Tom Cox 

Richard  (Richie) John Ayoub 

Peter .J. Boyle 

Henry George David 

George Fehdeh 

Nelson Haje 

Judy Haje 

Catherine Shama 

Marie Moses 

 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 2018 
The Stewardship Committee and the Parish Council remind all of the faithful for both individuals and fami-
lies to submit their annual stewardship pledge to the Church.  Membership and financial forms are readily 
available in the Narthex and on-line.  PLEASE make the commitment to SUPPORT the Church through 
your generous free-will pledges.  Any questions concerning stewardship pledges may be addressed to Alex 
Cox, Parish Council Chairman, Fr. Isaac, Fr. Luke, or Zeina Manasseh, Stewardship Chairman. 


