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Please note that we livestream 
our services on the Church’s 
YouTube channel 
@SaintsPeterPaulAntiochian 

We welcome all our guests worshipping with us at the Divine Liturgy. Please let our ushers know that you are visiting with us today. We would love to 

stay in touch!  

Please know that we take Holy Communion very seriously and is offered to Orthodox Christians, after preparing themselves through prayers, fasting, & confession. 

Non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to receive blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy & share food with us at coffee hour. The reason is simple following the 

advice of Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 11: 27-31: “Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body 

and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and 

drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many die.”  

Great Vespers: Saturday 6:00 pm 
Check the Calendar 

for possible cancellation or changes 
Matins: Sundays 9:20am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 
Confessions: By appointment 

It is a fearful thing to hate whom God hath loved. To 
look upon another’s weaknesses, his sins, his faults, 
his defects, is to look upon one who is suffering. He is 
suffering from negative passions, from the same 
sinful human corruption from which you yourself 
suffer. This is very important: do not look upon him 
with judgmental eyes of comparison, noting the sins 
you assume you’d never commit. Rather, see him as a 
fellow sufferer, a fellow human being who is in need 
of the very healing of which you are in need. Help 
him, love him, pray for him, do unto him as you would 
have him do unto you. 
 

St. Tikhon of Zadonsk 

**Divine Liturgy of St.  John Chrysostom** 
(Search for the text of the Liturgy in the 

Service Book in the Pews) 



 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 
Having learned the joyful proclamation of the Resurrection from the Angel, and having cast off the 
ancestral condemnation, the women disciples of the Lord spake to the Apostles exultantly: Death is 
despoiled and Christ God is risen, granting great mercy to the world. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE BAPTIST’S BEHEADING IN TONE TWO 
The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient 
for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast shown indeed to be the most honorable of the prophets, for in the 
waters thou didst baptize Him Whom they had proclaimed. After suffering with joy in behalf of the 
truth, thou didst proclaim even to those in Hades the God Who appeared in the flesh, Who taketh 
away the sin of the world, and granteth us Great Mercy. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the 
Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy. 
 

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; 
and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having 
been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, 
who nourisheth our life.  

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading) 
On August 30 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our fathers among the saints 
Alexander, Paul the New, and John, Patriarchs of Constantinople. 
 

Verses  
Having escaped the flesh’s bonds, O Alexander,  

Thou hast found the Lord's inheritance as thy portion.  
The faces of the Church are gloomy with sorrow, 
For they cannot bear blessed John’s deprivation.  

Paul, leaving behind him life’s pathways and its courses,  
Found a pall for his casket and rest from his labors.  
On the thirtieth, three before the Trinity now stand. 

 

Alexander took part in the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 325, in place of the aged Patriarch 
Metrophanes, whom he then succeeded. When certain philosophers tried to dispute with him 
about faith, he said to one of them: “In the name of my Lord Jesus Christ, I command you to remain 
silent!” The philosophers became dumb from that moment. Alexander died at the age of 98 in the 
year 340. Paul the New governed the Church for almost six years and renounced the throne to 
receive the Great Habit secretly, to repent of his sins when he first supported the iconoclasts. He 
was the predecessor of the great Tarasius and entered into rest in 784. John was nicknamed 
“Scholasticus” because he was originally a lawyer. He became Patriarch in 565. He wrote Canons 
which have been included in the Nomocanon. In his day, the Cherubic Hymn and the prayer “At Thy 
mystical supper” were introduced into the Liturgy. He departed this life peacefully and gave his 
soul to God in 577. 
 By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen. 



 
 
 
  

For the Health of These Parishioners 

Mike & Dorothy Marge Victor Joubran Hanneh Daoud 

Michael Shihadi Ibrahim Saah Vilma Bellone 

Nadim Zarour Michael Amouri Abdallah, Jackline & Family 

Nancy Dahir & Family Maha Shakhashiri Nour & Anastasia 

Mary Ishak Yousef & Ghada Antoinette Najmeh & Family 

Leila & family David Rados Mary Christakis & Family 

Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Paul Misleh Hind, Habib & Family 

Margo, Sam & Family Allison Ayoub Barbara Zamer & Family 

Frank & Barbara Ellis Saydeh Shaheen Mary Sahouri & Family 

Michele Forzley Nico Michels Michel, Lyndl Youssef & Family 

Eleanor Husson John & Bette Adam Elizabeth Albinger & Family 

Zakieh & family Jamilee Yohannes 

 

Special Prayer This Week for 

Tanya 
Svitlana, Ramsey, Margarita, Alexandra, Isabella, 
Katherine, Corina, and Simona 

The Mourad Family George & Nuha Ayoub and Family 

The Zoghbi Family Miriam, Johnny, James & NB Andrew 

The Moufawad Family Marie, George, Callie, Jamie and Cindy Hyder 

Fauzia Mourad 
Gloria, Georgia, Lydia, Athanasia, Vasiliki, Sonia, 
Ginette, Raquel, Norma, Sebastian, Erica, and Ioanna 

 Miriam, Johnny, James & NB Andrew 

DEPARTED 

Ziad Deeb 

Yvonne & Wilfred 
Hyder 
Abraham & Shafiqa 
Haddad 

Fadi Zoghbi 

Maya Moufawad 

Nicholas Mourad 

 

MEMORIAL 

Yvonne and Wilfred 
Hyder 

 

CROWNING 
ANNIVERSARY 

George & Nuha Ayoub 
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Coffee Hour and Holy Bread are offered by George and Marie Hyder in loving 
memory of their parents Yvonne and Wilfred Hyder. 
 
Holy Bread is offered by Deb (Ioanna) Scott for the health of Gloria, Georgia, 
Lydia, Athanasia, Vasiliki, Sonia, Ginette, Raquel, Norma, Sebastian, Erica, and 
Ioanna.  
 

To offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour, please scan the Multilink QR Code on the next page. 



  
 
 
 
  

LITURGICAL TEXTS 
 

Scan the QR Code  
to Follow Along the Service 
 

Got a Question about 
Orthodox Christianity 
or Our Faith & Worship 
 

Join Us every Sunday 
after the Divine Liturgy 
for a Catechism Class 
 

Join the Order of St Ignatius 
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code 
to Submit your interest in the Order 
 

St. Raphael's Table 
First Saturday of the Month 
 

Preparing and distributing meals and 
toiletries to our neighbors in need. 
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code to Participate 
 

Forever Young 
1st Friday of the Month 
October 2, 2026 – June 4, 2027 
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

 
Scan the Multilink QR Code to Participate 
  

Bible Study 
1st and 2nd Tuesday of the Month 
September 1, 2026 – June 15, 2027 
8:30 PM – 9:30 PM on Zoom 

 
Scan the Multilink QR Code to Participate 
  

Ss. Peter & Paul Scholarship 
Supporting the higher education of 
our parish youth!  
Application starts on March 1, 2027 
 
Scan the Multilink QR Code to Learn More & Donate 
  

Prayer Request 
 

For Living and/or Departed 
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code 
to Request a Prayer 
 

Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul 
 
Friday, September 11 - Sunday, September 13, 41st 
Annual Mediterranean Festival 
 
Saturday, September 26, Matins & Divine Liturgy in 
Arabic, celebrating the Feast of the Falling Asleep of St. 
John the Evangelist & Theologian, at 9:20 AM 
 
Friday, October 2, Forever Young Kick-Off Picnic, at the 
National Arboretum (Bring your best friend!) 
 
Sunday, October 4, Annual Parish Meeting, after the 
Divine Liturgy 

August Charity Drive 
 

School Backpacks Drive 
 

In support of FOCUS NA Backpack Drive, we will collect 
monetary donations with the goal of purchasing enough 
backpacks and supplies to fill 72 backpacks. 

 

Scan the Multilink QR Code to Donate 

MULTILINK QR CODE 
 

For your online donations, registration for events,  
and participation in activities 

 
 

1- Use your phone’s camera to scan the QR code 
2-Click on the Appropriate Link        

FOCUS North America 
Love Made Visible  

 
Help make  

FOCUS DMV a reality 
 

Make a special gift today!  
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code 
to Donate 

Sunday School 
2026 -2027 

 
Registration is Open! 

 
First Class 

September 20 
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code 
to Register your child/ren 



THE EPISTLE 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands, all ye nations. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (16:13-24) 
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, and be strong. Let all that you 

do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts 
in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be subject to 
such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus 
and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as 
yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together 
with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. If anyone has no 
love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My 
love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (21:33-42) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge 
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another 
country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and 
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard 
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner; 
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’” 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer is said in the following languages: English, Arabic, Slavonic 
Arabic transliteration:  
'abana ladhi fi assamwat. lytqddas 'ismuka. Ly’ati malkwtuka, litakun mashya’tuka, kama fi ssama'i 
kadhalika a’la al'ard. khubazana aljawhari a’tina alyawm, w-truk lana ma ‘alayna, kama natruku 
nahnu liman lana ‘alayhi. wala tudhkhilna fi ttajriba, lakin najjina min shshreer. 
Slavonic Transliteration: 
Otche nash, izhe yesi ne nebesekh, da svyatitsya imya Tvoye, da prridet tzarstviye Tvoye. 
Da budiet volya Tvoya yako na nebesi I na zemli. Khleb nash nasushchni dazhd nam dnies, i ostvavi 
nam dolgi nasha, yakozhe I mi ostavlayem dolzhnikom nashim. 
I ne vedi nas vo iskusheniye, no izbavi nas ot lukavago. 



The Laborers are Few! 

By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 
 
The Lord says in the Gospel: "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore to the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest" (Matt. 9:37–38). These words come after the Gospel 
describes Jesus going throughout all the cities and villages, teaching, proclaiming the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, and healing the sick. "And when he saw the multitudes, his heart was filled with compassion for 
them, because they were poor and scattered among themselves, like sheep without a shepherd" (Matt. 
9:36). 
 
Did He mean that the laborers needed for His harvest would always remain few? Or that the faithful among 
them would be few? 
 
The Gospel gives no answer to this question. It simply continues by recounting the calling of the twelve 
disciples and, in the tenth chapter of Matthew, presenting the Lord Jesus' instructions to them—
instructions that are far from easy, for they demand a great deal of asceticism and self-denial. 
 
Many who began their priestly ministry with enthusiasm and sincerity were unable to sustain that same 
fervor. "The cares of life," the abundance of hardships, and the scarcity of human consolation around them 
caused their zeal to grow cold. They consequently entered the cycle of routine and the mere performance 
of services—nothing more. 
 
A priest is an apostle; otherwise, he becomes an employee who attends to religious affairs. An apostle 
bears a message: he has a purpose, a consuming concern, and a determination to convey his message in the 
best ways possible. The priest-apostle is consumed by the word of God and the salvation of souls. He can 
find no rest and never ceases laboring for their sake. His love for his flock springs from his love for his 
Lord: "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these? … Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said 
to him, "Tend My sheep" (John 21:16). 
 
Where does a priest's apostolic spirit come from? How does he keep it burning within him? How does he 
confront its hardships and temptations without allowing the coldness of his flock—or of the ecclesiastical 
institution in its human aspect—to seep into him? What does he need most, given that he is, in the end, a 
human being who bears his own sins and weaknesses, even as he aspires to overcome them through his 
faithful love for his Lord and his devotion to Him? How can the flock help him remain faithful? And what is 
required of the ecclesiastical institution in this regard? 
 
There is yet another pressing question: Why are "the laborers" few? Where do they come from? How do 
they know that God is calling them to dedicate themselves to His service in His living Body, the Church? 
 
These are but a few of the questions that must be placed before both the personal and the ecclesial 
conscience. If we desire a Church that is "glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing" (Eph. 
5:27), then we must ask the question—and search for the answer! 
 
In the past, families took pride in offering their finest sons to the Lord. In the Old Testament, the firstborn 
was set apart and consecrated to the Lord. In the New Testament, however, all believing men and women 
have become consecrated to the Lord. Consequently, all are responsible for carrying forward the Church's 
spiritual ministry—each, of course, according to his or her gift and calling. "But you are a chosen race, a 



royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own special people, that you may declare His wonderful deeds" (1 
Pet. 2:9). 
 
The history of the Church shows that priestly vocations increase in direct proportion to the abundance of 
devout families and to the practice of daily prayer and fasting in the home, together with participation in 
the Church's liturgical worship alongside the rest of the faithful. 
 
Therefore, when the number of priests declines and the need for them becomes urgent, our families will 
face a question on the Last Day—and it may be a difficult one: "What about you? Where was your part? 
What did you do with your children? How did you raise them? Did you nurture them in the love of God and 
His Church, and in the desire for Him and His Kingdom? Or were you content to educate them only in 
academics, sports, music, languages, and everything else you thought would benefit them in this world—
and this world alone?" 
 
It is indeed true that the priesthood is a calling. The Lord said to His disciples: "You did not choose Me, but 
I chose you and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you" (John 15:16). Yet another question arises here: 
How does the Lord call new apostles to Himself today? How does He call me? How do I know that He wants 
me to be His priest? How does He call my son? What are the signs that point to such a calling? And so forth. 
 
For this reason, the Archdiocese, in cooperation with Ancient Faith Ministries, organized a spiritual retreat 
titled "Do You Want to Be a Priest?" It invited those young men of the Archdiocese who sense a desire for 
the priesthood but need to discern and deepen their calling. 
 
I say to the young men: Remember the Lord's words, "The laborers are few," and do not wait for a stronger 
calling than this. What more do you need than His request: "Pray the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest"? Perhaps He has called you many times, my son, but you have not heard His 
voice. Listen to Him in the stillness of your prayer. Place yourself in His hands and ask Him to do with you 
as He wills. What other calling are you awaiting, in the face of the Church's need and the growing number 
of converts, before casting yourself into this adventure of love—until He raises you into His Kingdom? 
 
Take care, however, not to enter this ministry unless you are filled with love for God and His people. 
 
May God have mercy on my father, who resisted my decision until the very last moment. Yet once he 
became convinced of my determination, he said in the commanding tone of a master: "Finish your 
university studies first, my son. The priesthood is a ministry that will either raise you to heaven or cast you 
down into hell. I want your path to be secure. If you discover that you are unable to continue along this 
path, or that you have made the wrong choice, your university degree will keep you from being forced to 
continue in it against your will and, consequently, from doing harm to it. I do not want my son to make a 
profession of priestly ministry." 
 
He wanted me to be an apostle, not a functionary performing religious services. His words greatly troubled 
me at the time, but I later came to understand their truth and importance during my theological studies. I 
thanked God—and my father—for them many times, and I still do. 

 
  



ANNUAL FESTIVAL UPDATES 

 
 
 
  

Festival Cooking Sessions 
 
 

Parsley Picking 
On Wednesday, September 9 

 

Scan the Multilink QR Code to Participate 

Volunteering at the Festival 
 

Interested in Volunteering for the Festival? 
There are multiple ways to sign up! 
 
Option 1: Complete our online volunteer sign-up form by scanning the 
multilink QR Code 
Option 2: Email us with the subject line “Request to Volunteer” and include: 

• Your name 

• The names of any family members volunteering 

• Your preferred day(s) and time(s) 

• The volunteer area(s) you’d like to serve 
Option 3: Sign up in person! Festival Chairs will be available every Sunday 
after church to help you register and answer any questions. 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out. 
 
Still unsure? 
You’re always welcome to come on the day of the festival and volunteer! 
There are many opportunities to serve, and everyone is welcome. 

 
We look forward to serving alongside you! 

Festival Performances 
 

Children Pre-K to High School 
As Well As Adults 

Will Perform Dances and Sing Arabic Songs 
 

Rehearsals at the Lower Hall 
After the Divine Liturgy 

August 30 
Dress Rehearsal 

September 6 
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code to Participate 

!!! LAST CHANCE !!! 
AD BOOK 2026 

Support our Digital Ad Book 
 

Business Page $500                Personal Page $100 
 

Scan the Multilink QR Code to Participate 

From the Festival Bakery Committee 
 

Thank you to all who have made a monetary donation or a donation of your time to help make this year's bakery 
a success once again.   
 
We have one final request - "Home Made" Baked Items!  We have made plenty of the following arabic 
pastries:  mamoul, baklawa, ghrabee, birds' nests, custard triangles, date cookies and knafee, so please, we need 
NO MORE of these items.  However, if there is another type of arabic pastry not listed that you would like to 
make and donate, that would be great.  And, we always need non-arabic items (brownies, cookies, cupcakes, 
pecan tarts, etc.).  Also, sugar free, vegan and gluten items are also encouraged. 
 
If you are able to donate a pastry for the weekend, we request:    

• no items that need refrigeration  

• provide a list of all ingredients used  

• if you are bringing the item in a pan, DO NOT cut - allow us to cut the pan so that we can price the 
item accordingly 

 
It would be appreciated if all baked goods could be dropped off on Friday or Saturday (rather than Sunday). 


