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We welcome all our guests and visitors worshipping with us at the Divine Liturgy. 
Please let our ushers know that you are visiting with us today. We would love to stay in touch!  
Please know that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians, after preparing themselves 
through prayers, fasting, & confession.  
Non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to receive blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy & share 
food with us at coffee hour. 
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ST. IGNATIUS ORDER 
Jumana Misleh 

Great Vespers: Saturday 6:00 pm  
Check the Calendar 

for possible cancellation 
Matins: Sundays 9:20am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 
Confessions: By appointment  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH, 2024 

  

   Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

& Seventh Sunday of Matthew  

After-feast of the Transfiguration  

of Christ 

Martyr and Archdeacon Euplos of 

Catania in Sicily; Niphon, patriarch of 

Constantinople; New-martyrs Anastasios 

and Demetrios of Lesbos 

We are used to smell the aroma of a flower, 

to inhale the scent of the earth after rain or 

the smell of the sea left on the skin after 

swimming. It’s a pity no one told us that the 

soul also has a fragrance. It also smells, and 

what it smells of depends on how it lives 

with and what it fills with every day. With 

beauty, kindness, affability, mercy you can 

shine in the world. 

 

-St Luke the Surgeon 

mailto:SundaySchool@peterpaulpotomac.org


 

 

THE SYNAXARION  
On August 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Transfiguration of Christ; and we 
commemorate the Holy Martyr and Archdeacon Euplos of Catania in Sicily. 
 

Verses 
By his raiment, Euplos is a hallowed Levite; by his beheading, a truly steadfast hoplite. 

On the eleventh Euplos was smitten with a cutting sword. 
 

The Emperor Diocletian dispatched Commander Pentagurus to Sicily to exterminate any Christians he 
found there. Pentagurus did not find a single Christian, for the few that were there, hid from the persecutor 
and did not reveal themselves. Then someone accused Euplos of taking a book—the Book of the Holy 
Gospels—to secret Christians and reading to them. They soon brought him to court, hung that book around 
his neck and led him to prison. After seven days of imprisonment and hunger Euplos was handed over for 
torture. While they were beating him with iron rods, Euplos mockingly said: “O ignorant one, do you not see 
that because of God’s help, these tortures are for me as a cobweb? If you can, find other harsher tortures, for 
all of these are as toys.” Finally, they led the martyr of Christ out to the scaffold. Then Euplos opened the 
Holy Gospel and read from it to the people for a long time. Many converted to the Faith of Christ. Euplos was 
beheaded in the year 304 and took up habitation in the Kingdom of Heaven. His miracleworking relics 
repose in a village near Naples called Vico della Batonia. 
 On this day, we also commemorate Niphon, patriarch of Constantinople; and New-martyrs 
Anastasios and Demetrios of Lesbos. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. 
Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy 
revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades 
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, 
O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN 
When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy glory to 
Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us 
sinners, through the intercessions of the Theotokos. O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede 
with the Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy 
 

KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN 
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy 
glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that 
all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the 
effulgent Splendor of the Father. 
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For the Health of these Parishioners 

John & Lily Bitar  Showke George  Christo & Mary Christakis 

Suad Shammas  Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud  

Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah  Vilma Bellone 

Michael Shihadi  Joanna Khoury  Sherrie Zachariah & family 

Nadim Zarour  Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny 

Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub 

Nuha & family Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami  

Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied  Margo, Sam & Family 

Shakeh Kerjilian & Family Hind, Habib Debs & family Barbara Zamer & Family 

Lorna Malooley Grace Saah & Family Edward & Eleanor Husson 

Brian, Caroline & Family Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family 

Steve, Jennifer & Family Marie Hyder Sylvia & Selma Habib 

Hazel & Sawsan Ghurani Juliana, Metody & family Joyce Kogok 

DEPARTED 

Peter Boyle 

Ann Gavin 

Barbara Simon Sarvis 

Meriette Arwady 

Holy Bread is offered by Michelle Boyle in loving memory of 
Peter Boyle. 
 
If you want to offer Holy Bread or host Coffee Hour please use the codes on 
the side to do so. 

Coffee Hour 
Available Dates 

 
September 01      October 06 
September 08      October 13 
September 15      October 20 

Host Coffee Hour Offer Holy Bread 

Special Prayer this Week for 

Timothy Dowse  Wyne-Hareg  Elizabeth Carroll Jeannine & Family 

Milena Paskaleva & Family Joseph Addis Ruby Maggard  

Gino Michaels & Family  Kera Tomlin & Family 

Frieda Shama  Dianne & Nader Misleh 

Michelle & George   



 

 

Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

Today, August 11th, Stuffing Backpacks, After the Divine Liturgy 

Monday, August 12th, Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos @ 7 pm 
 
Wednesday, August 14th, Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos, 
Matins & Divine Liturgy starting @ 7:00 PM  

Tuesday, August 20th, Seeking Christ in North Potomac, MD @ 7:30 
pm 

For online donations, use 
your phone’s camera to 
scan this code and follow 
the link to our secure 
donation portal.  

St. Raphael's Table 
The First Saturday of the Month 

 

Preparing and distributing meals and 
toiletries to our neighbors 
in need. 

To join in preparation/
distribution  
use this QR code 

Amazon Wishlist 
for Toiletry Bags is 
available here. 

1st & 3rd Tuesday  
Bible Study  
(8:30 pm/Zoom) 
 
 
REGISTER HERE 

 

Digital Ad Book 2024 
 

• Individual / Family $100 
• Business $500 
 
Scan QR Code 
To participate 

Seeking Christ 
in your Neighborhood 

 
August 20th (7:30 - 9:00 pm) 

At  
Sawsan Ghurani’s House 

in North Potomac, MD 
 

You will receive the address in your 
email when you register.  

 
 
Scan QR Code 
to Attend 
the Meeting 

August Charity Drive 
Backpack Drive 

We are collecting funds to support the FOCUS NA backpack drive. 
We will collect monetary donations with the goal of purchasing 
enough backpacks and supplies to fill 75 backpacks. 
Once we have ordered and received everything from FOCUS, 
we will schedule a backpack stuffing event in August. 
 
For Online Donations, choose “Charity Drive”. 

Parishioners Survey 
Do You Feel at Home at Ss. Peter & Paul? 

Part One 
 

Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this brief survey! 

 
Your honest feedback (positive and 
negative) is valuable in helping us  
create a more nourishing, welcoming 
and connected parish 
community. 
 
Scan QR Code 
To Take the Survey 

Community Nights! 
Saturdays 5-9 PM 

 

Vespers, Potluck Dinner, & Fun Activities for Everyone 
 
 

September 7 
November 9 
December 7 

January 11 
February 15 
March 15 

April 12 
May 17 
June 14 

Mark Your Calendar 



 

 

THE EPISTLE 
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God!     
 The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to  the Romans. (15:1-7) 
Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and 

not to please ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbor for that which is 
good for his edification. For Christ also did not please Himself; but, as it is 
written: “The reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell on Me.” For 
whatever was written beforehand was written for our learning, that we might 
have hope, through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures. Now may the God 
of patience and comfort grant you to be of the same mind with one another, 
according to Christ Jesus, that with one accord and one mouth you may glorify 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, receive one another, 
even as Christ has also received you, to the glory of God. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:27-35) 

 At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, 
crying aloud: “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the house, the 
blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying, 
“According to your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And 
Jesus sternly charged them, “See that no one knows it.” But they went away and 
spread His fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a 
dumb demoniac was brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the 
dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like 
this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of 
demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and every infirmity. 

Young Adults Upcoming events 

Saturday, October 19: Young Adults/Professionals Gala 



 

 

The Christian Priest 
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 
 

The priest is an apostle, but he can either be faithful to the gospel or become a mercenary. There 
is no in between. Christianity is not fundamentally a religion, but a path, a way of life. The priest 
is a guide on this path. He accompanies the believers on their journey towards God and achieving 
theosis. He provides them with the divine mysteries which grant them divine grace. He accepts 
their confession. He guides them, lighting their path. He has compassion on them, as Christ had 
compassion on the sick, the leper, and the widow, as well as on the crowds, whom he often saw 
as “sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). 
 

The priest is a father, and he is not called "father" for nothing. A father is both a nurturer and an 
embracer, working for his family. The priest's family is his parish. He nurtures them by visiting 
them, and by giving communion to their sick and elderly. He may be able to give support to the 
poor, or he may not. But in either case, he loves them tenderly, and people keenly sense his love 
and know it to be true. The priest's love for his parishioners leads to their obedience. He is 
obeyed when he speaks the word of God, not acting on his own whims. His word is heard when 
his concern is for the salvation and good of his children. If he is a little harsh at times and if he 
rebukes, the parishioners accept his intention, because they realize that he is moved by love for 
them. 
 

The priest is a spiritual father first. His role, his job, is to elevate his flock to the heights. With his 
elevated spirituality, he draws them upward. And like his Master, he does not disdain to reach 
down to their spiritual level to share in their suffering, and then raise them up – just as Christ 
became incarnate, lowering himself to raise us up. The priest “rejoices with those who rejoice 
and weeps with those who weep” (Rom. 12:15). All are his children, and what happens to them 
concerns him deeply. His service is based on raising them from their reality to a better reality, in 
which God and His goodwill prevail. In order to succeed, he may need to use “pastoral” methods 
and approaches that they can accept. He is called upon to deduce what God inspires him to 
convey the divine word to them. These are means and tools for their spiritual ascent. Otherwise, 
they have no place in his ministry to his parishioners. Beware of considering these means and 
tools an end in themselves! 
 

The priest must not lose sight of the goal: the salvation of his people, their holiness, and their 
adornment with virtues, supporting and assisting them to live up to the Gospel. All pastoral work 
must serve this goal. Otherwise, the priest will become, God forbid, an agent for an 
entertainment company. Losing sight of the goal is very easy. Most believers enjoy a priest who 
suits their taste. Many are disgusted by a priest who demands they follow the Word of God. They 
want to live as they please. Their priest’s goal may be to elevate them, but they want to stay 
spiritually low, so they pull him down to their level. They make things difficult for him until he 
submits to their demands. 
 

The priest maintains faithful service when he is a true man of prayer. Changing and saving 



 

 

people is essentially God’s work. Only God can soften and heal hearts. A good priest presents his 
flock to God daily in fervent prayer. A priest, by definition, is one who presents the world to God 
so that He may sanctify and transfigure it. Frequent celebration of the Divine Liturgy aids the 
priest. It is unfortunate that most priests today celebrate Divine Liturgy only on Sundays and 
feast days. This is a great loss! The priests of old, in their simplicity, were aware that they were 
men of prayer, more so than the priests of today. Their churches were opened daily, morning and 
evening, for Orthros and Vespers. Today’s priests are tempted to be social workers or religious 
workers rather than men of God. 
 

True, their social service falls within the framework of the service of love, which is the message 
of Christ and the message of his apostles after him, i.e., the priests. However, the service of 
Christian love is distinguished from social service, even though the two services intersect in a 
number of aspects and fields. Christian love embraces the person, without pressure, and is 
directed towards him as a whole, not limited to merely providing for a specific need. Christian 
love shares in suffering with the sufferer, and believes that the sufferer is providing an 
opportunity for the provider to practice Christian love. It focuses on the image of God in the 
person, and not the person’s individuality. This joyful service is only achieved by a special divine 
grace, which God gives to those who pray, who are well aware that their daily communion with 
Him is their true provision. 
 

The priest, with the awesome responsibility placed on his shoulders, and in the face of many 
needs, may try to be satisfied with two or more ministries, and exempt himself from others. Then 
he adopts the ministries that comfort him, and he may be oblivious to this mistake. If there is no 
one to alert him, he gets used to what he is doing, and his conscience no longer reproaches him 
and demands more from him. 
 

The priest may justify his weak care by saying that his parishioners do not provide for his living 
conditions. This is possible; not all parishes provide for their priests in an acceptable way. This 
should push him to give and serve better, relying on his Lord, who feeds the birds of the air, 
which neither sow nor reap (Matt. 6:26). This increases him in holiness; and seeing his devotion, 
the Lord must visit him in ways that only He knows. Many are the virtuous priests who 
experienced this divine visitation when their children neglected them. This is not a justification 
for the faithful’s negligence in caring for their spiritual fathers, but rather a strengthening for 
fathers, and a reminder to them that they serve God first. And God, who does not forget anyone, 
will not forget them. 
 

A priest may feel cheated when he compares himself to the richest person in his parish. This is a 
great demonic temptation for him. All good fathers have experienced that money flees from a 
priest as much as he runs after it, and comes to him as much as he avoids it. 
 

The priest is both great and small: great, because he is in the image of his Lord, not dwelling on 
trifling details, but rather transcending them; and small, because he does not disdain to 
condescend lovingly to the world of sinners, in order to purify them. He is high and lofty, and at 
the same time very humble and low. 
 



 

 

My Lord, make Your priests worthy of Your fulfillment. Support them, console them, encourage 
them, and give them strength in the face of the many difficulties and trials they face. Enlighten 
them, my Lord, with Your light, so that they may be fulfilled with You, and may in turn fulfill the 
world with You . 
 

Children’s Relief Fund Tuition Appeal 
email: childrensrelieffund@gmail.com  

 

“Whoever receives one little child like this in my name receives me.” (Matthew 18:5) 
 

For over forty years the Children’s Relief Fund has provided financial support to help defray the cost of 
education for children in Lebanon and Palestine. Requests for such support have increased significantly in 
recent years. As a result of dire circumstances in Lebanon, many parents have become unable to pay      
tuition to send their children to Orthodox Christian schools. Our Orthodox schools are at risk of closing, 
and consequently many of our children will now have to attend a public school or to discontinue their 
schooling altogether. 
 

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, we are seeking your help. We have approximately 
thirty Lebanese children from the Archdioceses of Beirut, Koura, Tripoli, and Zahle who need assistance to 
continue their education at an Orthodox Christian school this coming school year. The tuition cost per   
student varies from $750 to $1200 per school year, depending on the school and the student’s grade level.  
 

Donated funds will be wired directly to the Orthodox school in the child’s name. The child and their family 
will receive a notice of your support, and you will receive contact information so that you can communi-
cate directly with the child if you wish. Children receiving a tuition scholarship will not receive any other 
funding from the Children’s Relief Fund. Sponsorship in any amount will be appreciated.  
 

School begins in a few weeks, so if you can help, please contact CFR Administrator Amy Stiffler at:           
childrensrelieffund@gmail.com. 
 

Children’s Relief Fund 
Scholarship Program 
Antiochian Village 
140 Church Camp Trail 
Bolivar, PA 15923 
 

God bless you for your consideration of this urgent request. 

In Christ’s work, 
Amy Stiffler, CRF Administrator & Executive Director 
Anne Bourjaily Thomas, Charitable Outreach Chair  
cc: His Eminence Metropolitan SAB  

ATTENTION ALL COOKS AND BAKERS  
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE THIS YEAR’S FESTIVAL THE BEST ONE YET! 

Please mark your calendars with the following cooking and baking sessions 
All sessions begin at 10:00 AM 

Also, if you can, please bring a covered dish for a potluck lunch. 
 

 
 
 
 

We hope to see you at as many sessions as you can make! 

August 13 - Birds Nests 
August 15 - Custard Triangles 
August 20 - Mamoul  
August 22 - Ghrabee and Yansoon 

August 27 - Date Cookies 
August 29 - Knaffee 
September 9/10/11 - Kibbee 
September 18 - Baklawa 

mailto:childrensrelieffund@gmail.com
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