
 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

10620 River Road Potomac Maryland 20854  ●  301-765-3400  ●  www.peterpaulpotomac.org 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR AND BREAD OF HOLY  
OBLATION 

 
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing 
and serving the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following 
the Liturgy on Sundays is a great way to practice Christian 
fellowship among our fellow parishioners.  Notice the open-
ings to the left and consider contributing to this vital ministry.  
Sign-up in the vestibule. 

Bread of Holy Oblation Fellowship Hour 

06 Aug Kh. Dolly Crow/IMO Julia Nabti Abraham & Susan Fannoney 

13 Aug Chris Malaska for the 40-day 
Memorial for Met. PAUL Saliba 

40-Day Memorial for Met. PAUL 
Saliba.   
Thomassena & Alex Cox, Marie 
Hyder, Carol Laham & Paul 
Bridenhagen, Chris Malaska, 
Janet Metz, Bob Neri.   

20 Aug Mary Misleh OPEN 

27 Aug 

 

OPEN OPEN 

03 Sept OPEN OPEN 
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Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believes 
Matins: Sundays 9:30am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 

Sunday, August 6, 2017 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ 

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION (Tone 7) 
When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy 
glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light also 
enlighten us sinners, through the intercessions of the Theotokos. O Thou Bestower of 
light, glory to Thee. 
 
KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION (Tone 7) 
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, be-
held Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they 
would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world 
that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father. 
 

 
 

 

Without application of strength one cannot make a step; the application of strength requires 

effort, and effort requires patience.  Be patient in the sure hope that your labors will be rewarded 
in the end.  Patience crowns everything and give to everything support and strength. 
 

St. Theophan the Recluse 

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
 
Today, on August 6 we celebrate the Feast of the Glorious Transfiguration of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  According to early Apostolic Traditions, prayers of Thanksgiving and bless-
ing were offered at times of harvest.  As part of this tradition the Church practices the 
blessing of Grapes on August 6, the Feast of the Transfiguration with a short prayer and the 
distribution of the blessed grapes at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy: 

 
Bless, O Lord, this new fruit of the vine, which thou hast graciously been pleased 
to permit to come to maturity, through calm seasons and gentle rains and favora-
ble weather; and let it be unto joy for those of us who shall partake of this off-
spring of the vine; and  may we offer it as a gift to thee unto the purification of 
our sins, through the sacred and holy Body and Blood of thy Christ, with whom 
thou art blessed together with thine all-holy and good and life-giving Spirit now 
and ever, and unto ages and ages. 

 

 

 

THE SIN THAT SEPARATES US FROM GOD 
 

This is a particular challenge for us who are citizens of the wealthiest and most powerful nation in the world.  We have always felt that we have been partic-

ularly blessed and called by God.  We have much for which to be grateful.  As a people, we have often times showed gratitude to God by our generosity 

to our neighbors, the ones next door, as well as the ones across the oceans.  However, this sense of being “blessed,” if not accompanied by a humble and 

gentle heart (cf. Psalms 51:17), can lead not only to self-destruction, but also to the abuse and destruction of others. 

 

We are renewed by being certain of God’s love for us.  We began this section by talking about the difficulty modern America has 

in speaking about sin.  We suspect that one of the reasons for this is that people are not sure of God's love and forgiveness.  We have 

fallen into a terrible cycle.  Having grown further away from God, we feel His presence in our life less and less.  Rather than turning 

back to Him, we try to make it on our own.  We live with the delusion that the soul’s persistent longing for God can be otherwise 

satisfied.  But the emptiness does not go away, because nothing can substitute fen God’s love.  St. Paul reminds us, “Do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:2). 

 

Rather than address the root cause of sin, we simply seek ways of alleviating our pangs of conscience.  St. Maximos the Confes-

sor speaks about this syndrome as the pleasure/pain cycle related to sin.  The consequences of sin usually cause a degree of pain 

— sometimes physical, but usually spiritual.  The methods we seek to ameliorate the discomfort often involve the same sort of 

behavior that initially caused our pain.  Rather than cutting to the heart of the problem, we exacerbate it.  St. John of Damascus 

states the question a little more existentially when he asks: “What earthly pleasure is untainted by grief?”  There is a spiritual 

principle here that we can see at work in the world around us. 

 

Two examples from our daily lives might help to illustrate.  Many of today’s environmental problems have as their root cause the 

mitigation of “pain,” or at least discomfort.  The planet is warming because of the excessive use of carbon-based fuels.  As the cli-

mate gets warmer we turn up the air conditioning to cool off.  But in order to run the air conditioners we need to burn more fuel, 

which in turn heats up the planet. 

 

Again, we feel that our lives are getting more and more busy.  We recognize that the most important things in life are our relation-

ships with family and friends.  We sense that there is something missing in our lives.  So we engage in more “personal” activities.  

We enroll our children in more extra-curricular programs.  These activities, instead of enriching our lives, cause us to feel all the 

more detached.  We spend even less time with the ones we love. 

 

These small, even mundane examples point to a greater truth.  If we want our environment to be preserved, we personally need to 

choose how we will consume.  If-we value. our family relationships, we personally need to choose how we will-spend our time.  If 

we desire spiritual wellbeing, we personally must change our heart. 

 

God is calling us constantly, even when we are deaf to his call.  At some point, we must become keenly aware of this call and awak-

en from our spiritual slumber.  This awakening is repentance.  It means to heed God's call and to have a radical change of heart.  This 

involves a movement of our soul toward God.  St. James tells us, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8).  We 

can redirect ourselves to God if we allow Him to show us His unfailing love.  This enables us to pick ourselves up, no matter how 

many times we might fall; or to shoot as many arrows as we may need until we are able to hit the mark.  The Apostle reminds us 

that God, “out of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4-5). 

 
From a Pastoral Letter for the Third Millennium 

Part 3 of 4 



 

 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
Aug 06 *Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
    and Blessing of the Grapes 
Aug 07 *Paraklesis Service/7p 
Aug 08 *Parish Council Mtg/7p 
Aug 09 *Paraklesis Service/7p 
Aug 11 *Paraklesis Service/7p 
Aug 13 *Rami Wallace Baptism/1:30p 
Aug 14 *Evening Divine Liturgy/Feast of the  
    Dormition/7p 
Aug 27 *Saroufim & Sevin Wedding 
Sep 04 *Church office closed for Labor Day 
Sep 07 *Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 
Sep 10 *Start of the Church school year 
Sep 12 *Parish Council Mtg./7p 
Sep 22-24*Ss. Peter & Paul Church Bazaar 
Oct 01 *Andrew Hinton Hartman Baptism/1:30 
Oct 10 *Parish Council Mtg./7p 

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events 

SS. PETER & PAUL CHURCH  
LEARNING & MEDIA CENTER 

Donations are welcomed in support of the estab-
lishment of the new Church Leaning and Media 
Center.  Please send all donations to Ss. Peter and 
Paul Church earmarked “Library Fund”.  In addi-
tion, donation of books on topics related to the 
Orthodox Faith, Doctrine, Church History, Liturgy, 
and Scripture will be gratefully accepted.  Please 
contact Fr. Isaac, Dn. Christian, or Kate Niewen-
hous for more information.   

SS. PETER & PAUL OUTREACH  
VISITATION MINISTRY 

The outreach ministry seeks to visit and to assist 
the elderly, the sick, and those who are house-
bound, shut-in, or living in nursing homes.  Volun-
teers are needed who are willing to call and to visit 
and to reach out to our elderly brethren.  All those 
willing to help please contact the coordinators of 
the group:  George & Alma Jean Zaki at 
(georgezaki@gmail.com or ajmzaki@gmail.com), 
Alex Cox at (alexcoxsells@gmail.com) or Fr. 
Isaac at(frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org).  Our Par-
ish is grateful for this ministry remembering that 
when we visit the sick and the infirm we visit 
Christ himself. 

The Fast of the Dormition (August 1 -15) 
During the first fifteen days of August each year the 
Church observes the Fast of the Dormition.  This 
season which leads up to the Feast of the Repose 
(Dormition) is a special time of prayer and Suppli-
cation to the Theotokos, the Mother of our God.   
 
Ss. Peter and Paul Church will offer the 
Paraklesis (service of the small Supplicatory 
Canon) to the Theotokos at 7:00pm on the fol-
lowing days: August 7, August 9, and August 11. 

 
“Her hands steadied the first 
steps of Him who steadied 
the earth to walk upon.  Her 
lips helped the word of God 
to form his first human 
words.” 

St. John of Damascus 

Summer Update 
This summer the Ss. Peter & Paul Parish 
Council continues to work on several im-
portant maintenance and renovation projects.   
*The new sound system is installed and oper-
ational. 
Work is completed on fixing and repairing 
the Church parking lot. 
*Work will begin soon on the final phase of 
the roof repair work.   
*A large new grill has been purchased for the 
Bazaar. 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Directors 

Samia Zolnerowich 
Jennifer Buchko 

 

Teachers 

Jumana Misleh 
Susan Kozlov 

Michelle Zook 

Christine Morin 
Lizzy Cassar 

Caroline Jarboe 
Chrissy Mackoul 

Anees Mokhiber 
Philip Allen 

AJ Wood 
Jennifer Montgomery 

Dina Saah 
Stephen Zolnerowich 

 
Men’s Club 

Sam Khalil 
 

Antiochian Women 
Carol Laham 

 
Teen SOYO 

Advisor 
Jamilee Bellone 

Officers 
Danielle Bellone 

Kinda Callas 
Maya Saah 

Joud Al-Kallas 

Juliana Natour 
 

Young Adult Fellowship 
Jad Ibrahim, Jr. 

 
Adornment 

Shams Akkawi 
Jamil Hermes 

 
Facility Management 

Sam Berberian 
Nick Nahas 

Bob Simon  
 

Rental Coordinator 
Barbara Abraham 

 
Charities 

Sam Sahouri Ghanem 
 

Finance 
Salim Habayeb 

 

Stewardship 
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For the Transfiguration) 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; in wisdom hast Thou made them all. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Peter. (1:10-19) 
Brethren, be the more zealous to confirm your call and election, for if you do this you will 
never fall; so there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Therefore, I intend always to remind you of these 
things, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have.  I think it 

right, as long as I am in this body, to arouse you by way of reminder, since I know that the 
putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.  And I will see 

to it that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.  For we did 
not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For when He received 

honor and glory from God the Father and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glo-
ry, “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased,” we heard this voice borne 
from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain.  And we have the prophetic 

word made surer.  You will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  

 

GOSPEL 
(For the Transfiguration) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (17:1-9) 
At that time, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led 

them up a high mountain apart.  And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone 
like the sun, and His garments became white as light.  And behold, there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with Him.  And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we are 
here; if Thou wilt, I will make three booths here, one for Thee and one for Moses and one 
for Elijah.”  He was still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased; hear 
Him.”  When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces, and were filled with awe.  
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.”  And when they lifted 
up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.  And as they were coming down the moun-
tain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of man is risen from 
the dead.” 

 
 
 
 

 

In Honor of Fr. George Rados (update) 
 
On Sunday, September 17, 2017, the Ss. Peter and Paul Parish Council is hosting a Fel-
lowship Hour in honor and appreciation of our Pastor Emeritus The V. Rev. Fr. George.  
Also on that day, a special plaque will be dedicated in the Narthex (entrance hall) of the 
Church in honor and in gratitude of Fr. George’s service and dedication to our Parish.  
Please plan on attending this event and coming to the fellowship Hour in the Church 
Hall. 

mailto:georgezaki@gmail.com
mailto:ajmzaki@gmail.com
mailto:alexcoxsells@gmail.com
mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org


 

 

Visitors 
If you are visiting our  

parish, please let us get to 
know you.  Complete a 

visitor card you will find in 
your pew, and drop it in 

the ushers tray or the col-

Orthodox Christians 
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the  

celebration of the Eucharist when they receive 
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s  

command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.   
In order to be properly disposed to receive  
Communion, communicants should not be  

conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night 
before taking communion, and seek to live in  

charity and love with their neighbors.  Persons 
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled 

with God and the Church through the Sacrament 
of Penance (Confession and Absolution).  A  

frequent reception of the Sacrament of  
Penance is encouraged for all.  

Non-Orthodox 
 

We welcome to this celebration of the  
Eucharist those Christians who are not 
fully united with us.  It is a consequence 

of the sad divisions in Christianity that we 
cannot extend to them a general invitation 
to receive Communion.  Orthodox believe 

that the Eucharist is an action of the  
celebrating community signifying a  

oneness in faith, life, and worship of the 
community.  Reception of the Eucharist 
by Christians not fully united with us 

would imply a oneness which does not yet 
exist, and for which we must all pray. 

Not  Receiving   
Communion 

 

Those not receiving  
sacramental communion 

are encouraged to  
express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity 
with the Lord Jesus and 

with one another by  
receiving a piece of 

blessed bread following 
the dismissal prayers. 

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul 
  

To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of  
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter  

the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy. 
  

   PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS  

   - the clergy censes the sanctuary 
   - the congregation is standing, or 
   - during the Little Entrance with the Gospel 
   - during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel 
   - Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of 
   - the sermon 
   - the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts 
   - the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113 
   - the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet” 

  

Please follow the directions of the ushers during  
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones 

in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and 
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.   

SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND 
The Creed ~ p. 110   

The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118 
The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122   

The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125  
 
  

 

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY: 

Kh. Dolly Crow/In Memory of Julia Nabti 

 

FELLOWSHIP OFFERED BY: 

Abraham & Susan Fannoney 

 

 

 

Commemorations 

 

 
 
For the servants of God that they may have mercy, peace, health, salvation and 
visitation, pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember them in his King-
dom always: now and ever, and unto ages of ages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LIVING 

Fr. Isaac and Kh. Dolly 

Leena Haddad   Yasmin Courtright 

Elaine Buchko   Mariam Yazge 

Leila Khoury   Deborah Brown 

Mary Bazargan    Richard Ayoub 

Bob Petrossian   Julia Fayad 
Alya Giavis   Louise Magelli 

Charles Cox   Derek Gilliam 

Alexa Malooley   Mark Alvarez 

Andrew Gavin   Carol Laham 

Abraham & Susan Fannoney  Sharen Zacharia 

 

Parishioners who remain  
in our prayers continually 

Archpriest George Rados 
Margaret Ashley  Brian Briggs Mary Smith 
Helen White  Isabel Thredeh George Brown 
Holly Dubois  Thelma Badwey Everett Alvarez 
Edmond & Sophie Neam Tesia Yonkers Barbara Abraham 
George & Joan Abraham Lulu Brown Tania Mufarrij 
Grace Malouf 

For the Servants of God  
departed this life: the Lord God 

remember them in his kingdom always: 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages 

  
DEPARTED 

Met. PAUL Saliba 

Kh. Stefanie Yazge 

Charles Baxley 

Gilbert Precivale 

Julia Nabti 

Victoria Curtin 

Robert Joseph 

Carol Curtin 

George & Rabab Sayegh 

Salim Najjar 

 

Stewardship Corner/Theology of Giving Series – Week 27 
 
Corinthians 8: 10-15 … “And in this I give advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and were 
desiring to do a year ago; but now you also must complete the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to desire it, so 
there also may be a completion out of what you have.  For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
what one has, and not according to what he does not have. For I do not mean that others should be eased and you bur-
dened; but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may 
supply your lack – that there may be equality. As it is written, ‘He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who 
gathered little had no lack.” 
 
What does this message from God require from me, His loyal and obedient servant? What must I change in my life to be 
able to follow this teaching in both word and in deed?   
Select the link to read the entire Theology of Giving series on our website blog: https://www.peterpaulpotomac.org/
stewardship-corner 

https://www.peterpaulpotomac.org/stewardship-corner
https://www.peterpaulpotomac.org/stewardship-corner

