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SIXTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA:

UNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
CYRIL, ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA; PELAGIA AND THE
THREE VIRGIN-MARTYRS OF CHIOS

**Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom**

Our modern man puts too much heart into
trifles and details, is assaulted by a lot of
false things and does not know how to
choose... Our contemporary man has
become too materialistic, a subject to the
new tyrant; money. Everywhere we look,
we hear that money is everything, the
master of this world. He, who makes money
his master, makes himself a servant to the
devil.

-Elder Justin Parvu of Romania

'We welcome all our guests and visitors worshipping with us at the Divine Liturgy.

'Please let our ushers know that you are visiting with us today. We would love to stay in touch!
IPlease know that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians, after preparing themselves
Ithrough prayers, fasting, & confession.

Non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to receive blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy & share
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THE SYNAXARION
On June 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Cyril, archbishop of
Alexandria; and Pelagia and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios.
On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle wrought by our
Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was blind from his birth.
Verses
O Light of Light most perfect, and Light-provider,
On the blind from birth, O Word, eyes Thou bestowest.

The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every human effort, while
leaving the Temple on the Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus
teach that the man was born without eyeballs. Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed
it in his eye sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous water spring in
Jerusalem. The Savior did not send him there because his eye sockets were filled with
clay, nor did the pool have healing power, but instead to test his faith and obedience.
Jesus fashioned the eyes of the blind man from the dirt as God fashioned man from the
dirt. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus healed him, but this confession caused him to
be cast out by the enemies of the truth. Even his own parents would not defend him.
However, the blind man followed Jesus from that moment forward.

By Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the
flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede
with the Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing
women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant
resurrection to the fallen.




For the Health of these Parishioners DEPARTED
John & Lily Bitar Showke George Christo & Mary Christakis Shukri Manasseh
Suad Shammas Victor, Linda & Family Hanneh Daoud Marie Moses
c Mike & Dorothy Marge Ibrahim Saah Vilma Bellone Fr Maximus Moses
Q | Michael Shihadi oanna Khour Sherrie Zachariah & famil
] J uy y Madelyn Nader
& | Nadim Zarour Michael Amouri Nour & Anastasia & Sonny
b~ Ramona Dora
g Qustandi & Nahida Kaibni Mary Sahouri & Family Asma Ayoub
Bill Dora
@ | Nuha & family Yousef & Ghada Elias, Taylor & Rami
E . . . Shakir Ilyas
Isabel Thredeh Ghassan & Zakieh Jweied =~ Margo, Sam & family
E . . . . . . Roujina Ilyas
o) Shakeh Kerjilian & family Hind, Habib Debs & family = Barbara Zamer & family
Q Lorna Malooley Fred & Grace Saah Edward & Eleanor Husson Sally Alvarez
Brian, Caroline & family ~ Fadia, Rich & family Elizabeth Albinger & family Everett, Sr.
Steve, Jennifer & family Antoine Hanna & family Marie Hyder
Special Prayer this Week for MEMORIAL
Timothy Dowse Wyne-Hareg Elizabeth Carroll Jeannine & family Ramona David Dora
Milena Paskaleva & family Iman Khoury Ruby Maggard Shukri Manasseh
Gino Michaels & family Frieda Shama John Moses
Christina, George Brown & Family John Abraham Alvarez Family
Badwey Family Dora Family David Family Gibran, Larry, Joyce
George & Rita Manasseh and their Family
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Coffee Hour
Available Dates

July 21 August 11
July 28 August 25

August 04 September 1
Coffee Hour & Holy Bread are offered by George Manasseh and

Family in loving memory of Shukri Manasseh for his 40-year

|

1 Host Coffee Hour ey Holy Bread
. | 7 RukH
memorial. |
|
I




Coming Up @ Ss. Peter & Paul

Grounded in Faith Young Adult Meeting and Presentation on Fr.
Luke’s recent visit to Mount Athos and Greece, TODAY, After the Divine
Liturgy

Wednesday, June 12th, Leave-Taking of Pascha, Matins & Divine Liturgy
@ 6:30 PM

Thursday, June 13th, Feast of the Ascension of our Lord, Matins &
Divine Liturgy @ 6:30 PM

i St. Raphael's Table
i The First Saturday of the Month

| Preparing and distributing meals and
 toiletries to our neighbors

e rd o
: distribution 2
: use this QR code

1 in need. (=153 :;.-.,.r,;!':_'_r
1 To join in preparation/ %ﬁﬁ'ﬁ‘
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£ -:;'I" for Toiletry Bags is
L] available here.
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Orthodox Young Professionals
Conference

. July 25-28, 2024

: JW Marriott, Anaheim, CA

= Ministry of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese.

June Charity Drive
Diaper Drive
In honor of Father's Day, we are having a diaper drive for the Greater DC
Diaper Bank which provides basic baby needs and personal hygiene
products across the Washington, DC area. .

We are collecting : Disposable Diapers
Diaper Rash Cream

Wipes

Parish Life Conference
June 27-30
@ Antiochian Village

Registration
is now open

Seeking Christ
in your Neighborhood
Weekday, early-evening small
-group meetings over coffee
or tea to discuss how to
connect to the Lord today.

Available Dates:
June 25

July 2, 16, 30
August 6, 20

Scan QR Code 6
to Host a Meeting. _

For online donations, use
your phone’s camera to L=
scan this code and follow
the link to our secure
donation portal.

.
.............................................



THE EPISTLE

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more.
The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (16:16-34)

In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of
divination, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, and cried out saying: “These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul was annoyed,
and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But
when her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace
before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city, and they,
being Jews, are setting forth customs which are not lawful for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” The multitude then
rose up together against them, and the magistrates tore their garments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. And
when they had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having
received such a charge, he cast them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were
unfastened. And the jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are
all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and fell down before Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and
said: “Masters, what must I do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the
night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire household. Then he brought them up into his house, and set
food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire house, in that he had believed in God.

THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be made manifest in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can
work. As long as [ am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle
and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and
washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used
to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to
the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is
a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since
He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight,
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he
now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said
this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not
know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want
to become His disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do
not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin,
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you
believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that [ may believe in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him,
and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.



Introducing “Joy Magazine” for Children
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)
Sunday, June 9, 2024

My sons and daughters in this blessed Archdiocese, I am delighted to inform you that the first
issue of Joy Magazine for children has recently been released by our Archdiocese. The pages and
sections of this Orthodox Christian magazine are designed to instill our faith in our children. As
you read this letter, I hope copies have reached all of our churches. We have allocated a number
of free copies for each church, so you have the opportunity to subscribe through your churches
or by mail if you prefer.

We chose the name “Joy” (“Farah” in Arabic) because the proclamation of our faith begins with
joy: “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2:11); and it ends with joy, “And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy” (Luke 24:52). We want joy for our children. After receiving the issue, some of you
expressed great joy and what its pages brought to them.

This magazine has an old story that I would like to share with you. The idea first began on a
spring day in 1992 when I was discussing with some university youth from the Orthodox Youth
Movement the Sunday School ministry and how to provide children with a spiritual education
that sticks with them at home. At that time, we agreed on the need for an Orthodox magazine
tailored to them at their reading level.

And so we began, with humility and very simple means. The early issues were very basic in
terms of production and printing. They started in black and white, and soon the children
eagerly embraced them in all the Antiochian archdioceses in the Middle East.

The increasing demand for them placed a greater responsibility on the editorial board than
anticipated. But with the grace of God, we received support and the additional help that we
needed.

During my visit to this God-protected Archdiocese between 1995-1996, [ spent some time in
Wichita as a guest of Bishop Basil Essey. There, Mr. Eric Namee became acquainted with the
magazine after seeing some of its issues at the chancery. He provided us through the “Farah”
Foundation with enough funds to buy a photocopier, a computer, some design programs, and a
camera. These devices helped us tremendously in developing the magazine.

After my election as an auxiliary bishop for His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius IV of thrice-blessed
memory, greater opportunities became available for the magazine’s development and its pages
increased. Issues came out in color and distribution expanded, until it exceeded eight thousand
copies for each edition.



Eventually, the desire arose to issue Joy in English for the archdioceses of North America and
Australia. We started with the grace of God, and three editions were published, but
deteriorating security conditions and the cessation of mail forced us to stop issuing it. The
Arabic version also stopped shortly thereafter.

After I arrived in this blessed Archdiocese and my acquaintance with the needs of its
Department of Christian Education, I saw the necessity of issuing a magazine directed to our
children and that they could read at home. I studied its revival, with many specialists in
children’s education and with some members of the old magazine team, who were forced to
move and live in the United States and Canada. Many responded positively to the idea, some
volunteers from the Archdiocese began to offer their services, and thus the first issue was born
with funding from the Archdiocese and a generous contribution from The Order of St. Ignatius
of Antioch. The Antiochian Archdiocese of Germany requested permission to publish a German
version, and the Antiochian Orthodox Media Center in Balamand, Lebanon requested
permission to publish it in Arabic. Thus, the magazine became a means of communication
between the archdioceses.

On behalf of our Archdiocese, I thank the magazine team who worked hard and cooperated
with joy and apostolic zeal to print the first issue. The second issue will be released before
Christmas, and the magazine will be issued quarterly in the coming year.

In its beginnings, the magazine will be somewhat modest, but I hope it will evolve and grow
with your support and diverse contributions. The magazine welcomes every talented expert in
writing, drawing, and design who wishes to volunteer their services for its publication. They
can offer their services by contacting Fr. Peter Ackle at joy@antiochian.org.

[ hope this magazine will be the beginning of launching many pastoral services that we will
build together for a bright Christian future for you and the Archdiocese. Knowing your zeal, I do
not feel the need to encourage you to subscribe and deliver the magazine to as many children
as possible. May God bless you and protect our children with His abundant grace.

(For subscription information, contact joy@antiochian.org) :
: For more information,
: please scan the QR Code

Young Adults Upcoming events
Save the Dates

i June 26-30: Parish Life Conference at the Antiochian Village
: Saturday, October 19: Young Adults/Professionals Gala




The Divine Liturgy - Epiklesis

After the elevation of the eucharistic gifts to the Father, the celebrant of the Divine
Liturgy prays for the Holy Spirit to come upon them, and upon all of the people, and to
change (or as the Liturgy of Saint Basil says, to show) the bread and wine offered in
remembrance of Christ to be the very Body and Blood of the Lord.

The prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit is considered by the Orthodox to be an
essential part of the Divine Liturgy. It is called the epiklesis, which means literally the
calling upon or the invocation.

The Orthodox Church believes, as it prays, that the Holy Spirit is always “everywhere
and fills all things.” The invocation of the Holy Spirit at the Divine Liturgy is the solemn
affirmation that everything in life which is positive and good is accomplished by the
Spirit of God. Creation, salvation, eternal glorification; the entire work of God in making
and saving the world is accomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is the one who
dwelt in Jesus making him the Christ. He is the one by whom Christ was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary. He is the one who led Christ to the cross as the innocent Victim, the one
who raised Him from the dead as the triumphant Victor.

He is the one who guarantees the indwelling of God with men in the Holy Communion of
the Church and in the life of the Kingdom to come.

Again we offer unto Thee this reasonable and bloodless worship, and we ask Thee, and
pray Thee, and supplicate Thee: Send down Thy Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts
here offered. And make this bread the precious Body of Thy Christ.

And that which is in this cup, the precious Blood of Thy Christ.
Making the change by the Holy Spirit.

That these gifts may be to those who partake for the purification of soul, for remission of
sins, for the communion of the Holy Spirit, for the fulfillment of the Kingdom of Heaven; for
boldness towards Thee, and not for judgment or condemnation.

In the Orthodox Churches of the Slavic tradition, the Prayer of the Third Hour is added
to the epiklesis. It is a prayer asking the Lord to send the Holy Spirit to the Church right
now as He did “at the third hour” to His holy apostles and disciples on Pentecost. This
prayer was added to emphasize the necessity of the Holy Spirit in the sacramental action
of the Divine Liturgy, and to affirm that nothing at all may be done in Christ without the
specific intervention of the Spirit of God.




