JUNE 9, 2019

Bread of Holy Oblation

Fellowship Hour

09 Jun

Chris Makaska
Dorothy & Michael Marge

Parish Council

16 Jun

Open
(No Memorial Services)

George & Meghan Zoto

23 Jun

Asma (Amy) Trey-Hamarneh
Khalil & Lowry Families

Khalil & Lowry Families

30 Jun

Open

Church Picnic

07 Jul

Open

Open

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
AND BREAD OF HOLY OBLATION
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing and serving
the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following the Liturgy on Sundays
is a great way to practice Christian fellowship among our fellow parishioners. Notice the openings to the left and consider contributing to this
vital ministry. Sign-up in the Kogok Hall.
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All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believe s

Matins: Sundays 9:30am
Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am
Sunday, June 9, 2019
Tone 6/ Eothinon 10
Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council
Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria;
Pelagia and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios;
Venerable Cyril of Belozersk;
Venerable Columba, enlightener of Scotland
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION Tone 6)
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone
above Thy revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead
men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord,
glory to Thee.

THE ORTHODOX TRADITION
Many people unjustly accuse the Apostle Paul of innovating in the faith, to the point that some people ignorantly regard him as
having established Christianity in its current form.
Objective study, however, makes it clear that the Apostle Paul adhered to the words of the Lord Jesus, which were transmitted by
those who had witnessed the Word with their own eyes and served it during the time it was preached earth, just as the Church has
preserved it since the Apostolic Era.
The Apostle Paul teaches us in today’s epistle [1 Corinthians 15:1-11] to remember that we have received the deposit of true faith
by which we are saved if we hold fast to it and preserve it as a guide for our life.
The first thing that we learn from the words of the Apostle Paul is that the principles of the faith are not subjective, in the sense
that they do not depend on what we find attractive or what we reject in them. We receive the faith as the apostles handed it down
and we must hand it down just as we received it.
Otherwise, its ecclesial character disappears from it and it becomes an individualistic faith. In other words, the orthodoxy of the
faith that the Church has taught us across the generations disappears, transformed into the faith of this or that person...
The chosen vessel Paul did not want to innovate a faith particular to himself. Nor did he inquire with his mind about the foolishness of the preaching that the wise men of this age did not comprehend. Rather, he also accepted, as he himself affirms in today’s
epistle, the foolishness of the cross that the Church preaches.
He accepted the wretched foolishness that brings people heavenly peace and joy and grants them healing, the splendor of salvation
and the earnest of the Holy Spirit.
The Church has not known intellectual disdain for the “foolishness of the cross” like what we are witnessing today. Some have
called the current era the “post-truth” era, in the sense that truth has become what I myself see to be true, not what has been made
as clear as the sun.

APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION (Tone 4)
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples with the
promise of the Holy Spirit, making them confident through the blessing that Thou art
the Son of God, and Deliverer of the world.

People today do not flinch from denying objective truth and offering excuse after excuse to justify what they say and win if someone tries to argue with them.

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS (Tone 8)
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy Fathers
as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O
most merciful One, glory to Thee.

We preserve our ecclesial identity to the degree that we keep the tradition that we have received.

APOLYTIKION OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (Tone 4)
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the Master of all to grant safety to the world and to our souls the great mercy.

Therefore we submit to the faith and do not scorn it. We preserve the faith and do not subject its sanctity to our intellectual pride.

KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION (Tone 6)
When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials with
the celestials, Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable in space, but
constant without separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: I am with you, and no one
shall be against you.

What I see around me would drive me insane, if I did not know that no matter what
happens, God will have the last word.

St. Paisios the Athonite

But their rebellion against God’s truth came generations before this and perhaps the truth has lost its luster in our days because
people have loved falsehood more than truth and heresy more than the truth of the Gospel.

The orthodoxy of our church has been kept through worldly codes and canons only in name. Orthodoxy of faith is tied to intellectual submission to the apostolic tradition that does not change, does not develop and does not increase or decrease because we have
received it from the One who does not change, but rather “remains the same yesterday, today and forever.”

Perhaps our deep understanding of the faith begins with submission to what we have received, so that we may know and understand... A language is not understood if one has not learned it first.
The Apostle Paul hands down to us what he himself has also received and accepted: the Lord Jesus died as was buried and arose
victorious.
In response to those who deem these words to be foolishness, the Apostle Paul takes recourse first of all to the proof of the Holy
Bible, which had previously witnessed to God’s salvific dispensation (cf. Romans 1:1-2).
For those who do not grant any significance to the Bible, the apostle affirms that hundreds witnessed the Lord risen and glorified.
The truth of the Gospel is not an intellectual system. Rather, it is an event that has entered into humans’ history, shaped their present and alone guarantees their future
Archimandrite Jack (Khalil)
Saint John of Damascus Institute of Theology

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events
THE EPISTLE

CHURCH SCHOOL 2019
Registration for Church School is ongoing using this link: https://
goo.gl/forms/GQ6uQSnItimwgwJW2, include your email as most
Church school announcements go out to the entire parish. Please
list all/any allergies.
Check out our new online Church School Newsletter
https://tinyurl.com/PeterPaulCSoctober
Jun 09
*last day of Church School
Recognition & Ice Cream Social
We are beginning to plan for next year. If you are interested in
teaching please contact the Sunday School directors as soon as
possible.

TEEN SOYO
Ss. Peter & Paul Teen Youth Ministry Group (Teen SOYO) is open
to all teens of the Parish (13— 19 years). The teens meet regularly
for social, spiritual, and community outreach events.
Lay Advisors:
Zaid Sharafudin/Zaid.sharafudin@gmail.com (412) 708-6726 and
Marian Azar/azaremarian@gmail.com (703) 297-9638
Jun 26-30 *Parish Life Conference/@Antiochian Village (more
details to follow)

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP
The Ss. Peter & Paul YAF welcomes all young people over 20 years
of age to join in its social, educational, and outreach activities.
Please contact Wayne Parr at wayneparr@gmail.com or Amal
Michael at amal17m@yahoo.com for more information.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
*Please pay your annual dues of $25 to help support our outreach
and charitable projects. Checks can be given to Janet Metz.
*Please provide your email address to Donna Gavin at
crazygavins@verizon.net for future notices.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The Men’s Fellowship ministry of Ss. Peter and Paul is to serve the
church through charitable outreach, educational and service projects
which strengthen and deepen the faith of its members and develop a
fellowship of Orthodox Christian servants. Please contact Sam
Khalil at sk1943@aol.com or Fred Zacharia at
fredzach@verizon.net for more information.
Jun 30

*Ss. Peter & Paul Annual Parish Picnic/following
Liturgy/@Bretton Woods Recreation Center,
Germantown, MD/more info to follow

EXPLORING OUR FAITH: “On Wheels”
The Adult Educational Forum “Exploring Our Faith” has begun a series of outreach
meetings held in both Virginia and Maryland suburbs of Washington DC. The next
meeting will be held on June 17 from 7:30p. In Chantilly, VA More information
to follow. All are welcome; please contact Fr. Isaac or Fr. Luke for information or to
volunteer your home for a future meeting.

SS. PETER & PAUL OUTREACH VISITATION MINISTRY
The outreach ministry seeks to visit and to assist the elderly, the sick, and those who
are housebound, shut-in, or living in nursing homes. Volunteers are needed who are
willing to call to visit, and to reach out to our elderly brethren. All those willing to
help please contact the coordinators of the group: George & Alma Jean Zaki at
(georgezaki@gmail.com or ajmzaki@gmail.com), Alex Cox at
(alexcoxsells@gmail.com), Paula Massouh (pmassouh@aol.com) or Fr. Isaac at
(frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org). Our Parish is grateful for this ministry remembering that when we visit the sick and the infirm we visit Christ himself.
THE SS. PETER & PAUL PARISH
LIBRARY & MEDIA CENTER
The new Parish Library and Media Center is up and running. The Center houses the
Parish Library, audio visual materials, and Christian educational resources. The
Center is located in the lower level inside room accessible from the Serge Malooley
Conference Center room. Donations of books or materials related to the history,
tradition and teaching of the Church and the Orthodox Faith are welcome. All are
welcome to use the center by following its user guidelines. Contact Fr. Isaac, Fr.
Luke, or Dn. Christian for access and information.

CHURCH CALENDAR
*Last day of Church School/Recognition & Ice Cream Social
*Monday evening Exploring Our Faith “On Wheels”/7:30p—9:00p/
Chantilly, VA location (more info to follow)
Jun 21
*Baptism/Gabrielle Lynne Farhat/12:00p
Jun 22
*Baptism/Olivia Dahir/12:00p
Jun 23
*Wedding/Anthony Fadel & Suki Koushal/3p
Jun 26-30 *Parish Life Conference (see box below & flyer in Narthex)
Jun 29
*Feast of the Apostles Ss. Peter & Paul/Matins 10a, 11a Divine Liturgy
Jun 30
*Annual Parish Picnic (following Liturgy)/Bretton Woods Rec Ctr./
15700 River Rd., Germantown, MD (see flyer in Narthex)
Jul 05
*Baptism/Patrick Heimbach/12:00p
Aug 24
*Wedding/Pablo Rincon & Miriam Kheirbek/4p
Sep 20-22 *Ss. Peter & Paul Middle Eastern Festival
Jun 09
Jun 17

PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2019
The Dioceses of Charleston, New York and Washington DC will hold their annual
Parish Life Conference at the Antiochian Village Conference Center, Bolivar, PA,
June 26-30, 2019. Lodging and Event Registration may be booked online at
www.antiochianevents.com/ny.html.

SAVE THE DATE: 2019 SS. PETER & PAUL MIDDLE EASTERN FESTIVAL
The 2019 Ss. Peter and Paul Middle Eastern Festival is September 20, 21, & 22, 2019 and preparations are already underway. YOUR HELP IS
NEEDED SO PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING! Please contact Lorna Malooley/H=(703) 978-6542, C=(703)503-3344, lornaam@aol.com
or Thomaseena Cox/H=(301) 497-9471, C=775-3842 .(cox1903@aol.com) to volunteer.
VENDORS NEEDED! If you know of vendors who might be interested in participating , please contact Lorna or Thomaseena. Thanks so much.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. For Thou art just in all Thou hast done.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)
In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to
spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And
when they came to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained with
the blood of his own Son. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore, be alert, remembering that for three
years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend you
to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You
yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me.
In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” And when
he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (17:1-13)
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him power over all
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him. And this is eternal life, that they
know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent. I glorified Thee on
earth, having accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify
Thou Me in Thy own presence with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was
made. I have manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine
they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now they know that
everything that Thou hast given Me is from Thee; for I have given them the words which Thou
gavest Me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from Thee; and they
have believed that Thou didst send Me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world
but for those whom Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are
Mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the
world, and I am coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast given
Me, that they may be one, even as We are one. While I was with them, I kept them in Thy
Name, which Thou have given Me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son
of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to Thee; and these
things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.”
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2019 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE
The Stewardship Committee has launched our 2019 stewardship drive. Please support your
church with your time, talents and treasure and fill out a stewardship form in paper (located in
the Narthex) or online at peterpaulpotomac.elexiochms.com. Please make the commitment to
support the Church through your generous free-will donation. If you have any questions or
need more information, please see a member of the Stewardship committee member or in the
fellowship hall for more information. Thank you for your support!

FINANCE
Salim Habayeb
STEWARDSHIP
Zeina Manasseh
GIFT SHOP
Alma Jean Zaki
Gail Bailey

Orthodox Christians
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the
celebration of the Eucharist when they receive
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s
command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.
In order to be properly disposed to receive
Communion, communicants should not be
conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night
before taking communion, and seek to live in
charity and love with their neighbors. Persons
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled
with God and the Church through the Sacrament
of Penance (Confession and Absolution). A
frequent reception of the Sacrament of
Penance is encouraged for all.

Non-Orthodox
We welcome to this celebration of the
Eucharist those Christians who are not
fully united with us. It is a consequence
of the sad divisions in Christianity that we
cannot extend to them a general invitation
to receive Communion. Orthodox believe
that the Eucharist is an action of the
celebrating community signifying a
oneness in faith, life, and worship of the
community. Reception of the Eucharist
by Christians not fully united with us
would imply a oneness which does not yet
exist, and for which we must all pray.

Not Receiving
Communion
Those not receiving
sacramental communion
are encouraged to
express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity
with the Lord Jesus and
with one another by
receiving a piece of
blessed bread following
the dismissal prayers.

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul
Visitors
If you are visiting our
parish, please let us get to
know you. Complete a
visitor card you will find in
your pew, and drop it in the
ushers tray or the
collection box.

To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter
the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy.
PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS

- the clergy censes the sanctuary
- the congregation is standing, or
- during the Little Entrance with the Gospel
- during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel
- Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of
- the sermon
- the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts
- the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113
- the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet”

Please follow the directions of the ushers during
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones
in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.

SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND
The Creed ~ p. 110
The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118
The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122
The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125

Commemorations
For the servants of God that they may have mercy, peace, health, salvation and
visitation, pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember them in his
Kingdom always: now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Parishioners who remain
in our prayers continually
Rt. Rev. Fr. Elias Bitar
Margaret Ashley
Isabel Thredeh
Holly Dubois
Sophie Neam
George & Joan Abraham
Michael Buchko, Sr.
Leila Khoury
Bob & Shirley Neri
George & Chris Brown

Rt. Rev. Daniel Griffith
Mary Smith
Jamie Simon
Nabeeha Ayoub Joyce Hamaty
Suad Shammas Robert & Thelma Badwey
Miriam Yazge
Barbara Abraham
Lula Brown
Douglas Kalesh
Edward Rizkallah Dorothy Marge
Shoke George
Assad & Patricia Khoury
Barbara Mullin
Rene Saah

For the Servants of God departed this life: the Lord God
remember them in his kingdom
always: now and ever, and unto
ages of ages

DEPARTED
Fr. George Rados
Jeanette Bolus
John & Catherine Bolus
Dorothy Saba
Isa Boullata
Amal K. Lowry
Afeefi Majlaton
Joseph Charley
Helen Sheahin

LIVING
V. Rev. Isaac Crow

V. Rev. Antony Hughes

V. Rev. Hanna Sakkab

V. Rev. Timothy Ferguson

Ibtisam Toubaji

Nijmeh Zayed

Paul Misleh

Sami Korban

Gladys Laham

Tagrid Tawil

Ramzi Azat

Yeorgos Lampathakis

June Albrecht

Angela Romano

Wayne & Erica Parr

Lorna Malooley

Ann Marie Moses

Dorothy & Michael Marge

Chris Malaska & Family

Angelika Giavis

Frieda Shama

John Moses

John Abraham

Deborah Niver

Joseph Gavin

The Marge Family

The DeCandia Family

The Ferguson Family

The Mike Family

The Masterson Family

The Arwady Family

The Kogok Family

The Abraham Family

The Neam Family

The Nahas Family

The Gabriel Family

All members of this church

Anthony & Suki Fadel

Lisa Najjar

Harry Hier
Fahed Tannous
Marie Moses
Madelyn Nader
Catherine Bolus
Charles Baxley
George Kantaskis
Helen & John Kunsevich
Khalil & Victoria Marge
The Hladke Family
The Peters Family
Simone Bouvert
Elaine Brezinski
Harriet Habib Puca
Edmund Neam

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY:

Laurice Neam

Chris Malaska/IMO Dorothy Saba 40-day
Dorothy & Michael Marge
FELLOWSHIP OFFERED BY:
Parish Council

OCMC UPDATE
**The donations to the OCMC box this month are designated to the mission of our parishioner, Amber Bennett who will be
going to the first Orthodox mission to Sweden on June 22nd. Please pray for Amber, and if you wish to read more about her
mission, or contribute online, google “Orthodox Mission Teams” and “Amber Bennett/Sweden” to learn more! The OCMC
box is located at the candle counter in the narthex.
**Are you interested in becoming a short-term missionary? Look for exciting mission team possibilities at: www.ocmc.org/
about/open_teams.aspx Everyone is invited to share their talents and spread the word of Christ.

