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FELLOWSHIP HOUR AND BREAD OF HOLY  
OBLATION 

 
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing 
and serving the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following 

the Liturgy on Sundays is a great way  to practice 
Christian fellowship among our fellow parishioners.  Notice 

the openings to the left and consider contributing to this 
vital ministry.  Sign-up in the vestibule. 
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Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believes 
Matins: Sundays 9:30am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

Tone 4/Eothinon 7 

First Day of the Forefeast of  

& 

Sunday before the Nativity of Christ (The 

Genealogy) 

New-martyr John the tailor of Thasos; Daniel II, archbishop of 

Serbia 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 4) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disci-
ples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the 
news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the 
world Great Mercy. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY (Tone 4) 
Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath opened unto all. * Ephratha, prepare thyself, for 
now, behold, the Tree of Life * hath blossomed forth in the cave from the holy Vir-
gin. * Her womb hath proved a true spiritual Paradise, * wherein the divine and saving 
Tree is found, * and as we eat thereof we shall all live, * and shall not die as did Ad-
am. * For Christ is born now to raise the image that had fallen aforetime. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (Tone 4) 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, inter-
cede with the Master of all to grant safety to the world and to our souls the great mercy. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY (Tone 2) 
Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain 
of flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the 
lions as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our 
souls. 
 
KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY (Tone 3) 
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable manner to 
the Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest 
it heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds, Who chose to be seen as a 
new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages. 
 

 

 

 

 Authority 
 

"Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant" (Matthew 20:26). 
 
There is no knowledge greater than that which results from love.  "Love God with all your heart... and 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:27-39). 
 
There is no love apart from what results from a personal relationship. God is not a stranger to us.  We know 
Him because He became a person. He loved us and we love Him. He said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM is 
with you"  (Exodus 3:14). 

 
The person is made known in the face of Christ.  Every person, no matter how poor, no matter how small, made 
known in Christ is more precious than the entire universe.  There is person and there is institution.  Each person, no 
matter how small within the institution, is more important than all institutions.  Each unique person has absolute value.  
The general does not surpass the particular.  The Church is not an institution: it is the Body of Christ.  Anything that is 
imposed by force is without value in the eyes of God.  Therefore, in the kingdom of God, love-- and not authority— 
reigns supreme.  In it is the authority of love; its sovereignty is love.  How should we understand authority in the 
Church?  Authority (exousia) appears in the Gospels.  It was given to the apostles "to bind and to loosen."  The devil 
tried to give it to Christ, but He refused it because He sought something else.  The authority that is given to believers is 
to become children of God.  Authority in the Church, then, is a gift of love, not of domination by force. 
 
Hierarchy exists in the state and there is a leader at the top of the pyramid.  Christ came to overturn this picture: for 
Him, the king stands at the base of the pyramid, on an inverted pyramid, bearing the burden of the entire populat-
ed world.  He is the ruler of all in the sense that he carries the inhabited world by the authority of his humility, 
his patience, and his love. 
 

"The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many"  
(Matthew 20:28). 

 
God for us is a relational being. His true being is the Trinitarian relationship.  A relationship of love.  Therefore, we 
must learn how to love, how to deny ourselves, how to efface ourselves for the sake of the other.  All of this, because 
love requires sacrifice. Jesus' life was like this: the service of others.  "Our brother is our own life," says Saint Silouan. 
 

+Ephrem 
Metropolitan of Tripoli, al-Koura and their Dependencies 

 

Prayer does not consist merely in standing and bowing your body or in reading written pray-
ers…..it is possible to pray at all times, in all places, with mind and spirit.  You can lift up your 
mind and heart to God while walking, sitting, working, in a crowd and in solitude.  His door is 
always open, unlike man’s.  We can always say to Him in our hearts Lord, Lord have mercy. 
 

St. Tikhon of Zadonsk 



 

 

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’s UPDATE 
2015 Poinsettia Flower Donation 
The Ladies Auxiliary is collecting donations for the Poin-
settias displayed in our Church during the Christmas Holi-
day.  If you would like to make a donation for the health of 
or in memory of your loved ones, please complete the form 
available in the vestibule.  Please return your completed 
form to the Ladies Auxiliary to the attention of Leila Ay-
oub or Thomaseena Cox no later than Sunday, December 
20th. 

 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Today following Liturgy Ss. Peter and Paul will have its 
Christmas Concert in the Church.  The La CAMERTA 
CHOIR directed by Maestro Dr. Francisco DeAraujo will 
present a short Christmas Concert.  The 30-member choir 
with harp accompanist will present beautiful Christmas 
music ushering us into the final days of the celebration of 
Christ’s birth.  Parishioners and families and any friends 
are welcome to enjoy this special presentation.  There is no 
cost to enjoy the concert.  This will be followed by a 
Falafal luncheon in the Kogok Hall prepared and sold by 
Jerry Audi and the Men’s Club of Ss. Peter and Paul.   

 
CALLING ALL CHURCH PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Do you have a digital camera and an interest in capturing 
the beautiful smiles of our Parish Members? 
If so let us know because we need you. 
The photos you take will be uploaded to our new Elexio 
database and allow us all to see and recognize each other in 
the Church Directory. 
The first session is scheduled for December 20th at the 
Christmas event. 
Sign up by sending an email to Lina Eid at 
Lina033@verizon.net, who will provide you with more 
details. 
Have a blessed holiday season! 

 
SS. PETER AND PAUL VALENTINE DINNER 

Save the date and mark your calendar 
SSP&P Valentine Dinner and Dance Night, Kogok Hall, 
February 13, 2016.  Organized jointly by the Church Anti-
ochian Women (AW) and the Men's Club (MC).  Come 
and enjoy a night of international music, dancing, dinner 
and wine.  Contact members of the AW or MC for details 
or to purchase tickets which go on sale this week. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
Calling all Church members… 
Stop by our Membership table, which will be up every sec-
ond Sunday of each month after Church in the Fellowship 
hour hall to: 
Drop off your business card 
Smile for our cameras 
Fill out your membership form 
Fill out your annual pledge form 
Sign up to work with us! 
The Stewardship Committee’s mission is to inspire our Par-
ish members to give of their time, talent and resources. 
“Give and it will be given to you” Luke 6:38 
 

“EXPLORING OUR FAITH” 
THE SS. PETER AND PAUL ADULT RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION FORUM 
In an effort to better understand and discover the rich spir-
itual, historical, doctrinal and scriptural tradition of our Holy 
Orthodox Faith, the Adult Religious Education Forum 
“Exploring Our Faith” meets every other Thursday evening 
from 7:15pm to 8:30pm in the lower level conference room.  
Fr. Isaac facilitates the meetings in an informal setting using 
brief presentations as a springboard to open discussion on a 
wide range of topics concerning our Faith.  The next meet-
ing is Thursday, January 7, 2016 ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 

CHURCH CALENDARS 
The new 2016 Church Calendars have arrived and are avail-
able in the Church Narthex (Entrance Hall).  Please take one 
and sign the sheet (one calendar per family or individual 
member).  Please hang the calendar in your home and use it 
as it includes the commemorations of the Saints and the 
daily scripture readings.  May God Bless all our Parish in 
the New Year 

Upcoming events… 
 

Dec 20 Christmas Concert following Liturgy w/Falafal  
 Luncheon following concert 
Dec 24 6:00p Matins/Feast of the Nativity 
 7:00p Divine Liturgy Feast of the Nativity 
Dec 25 Church office closed 
Dec 26 *Johannes Tesfahun Merilatt Baptism @noon 
 *No Arabic classes due to Christmas Holiday 
Dec 27 Fareed El-Hage Baptism @1:30pm 
Dec 29 Men’s Club Mtg/7:30pm/LL Conf. Rm. 
Jan 01 Church Office Closed 
Jan 01 Divine Liturgy-Feast of the Circumcision of Christ  
 & Basil the Great @10:00am 
Jan 02 *No Arabic classes due to Christmas Holiday 
 *Arabic Liturgy @ 5:00pm 
Jan 09 *Arabic Language Class/10a-12:30p/LL Conf. Rm 
 *Take down Christmas Decorations/8a-noon 
Jan 10 Teen SOYO meeting (following Sunday School) 
Jan 12 Parish Council Mtg. @7:00pm, LL Conf. Rm 

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Directors 

Samia Zolnerowich 
Jennifer Buchko 

 

Teachers 
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Susan Kozlov 
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Men’s Club 
Sam Khalil 

 
Antiochian Women 

Kate Niewenhous 
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Jamilee Bellone 
Officers 

Rashid Haddad 
Julia Allen 

Danielle Bellone 
Christopher Zolnerowich 

 

Fellowship of St. John 
Christine & Samer Korkor 

 Dn. Christian & Zeina 
Manasseh 

 
Adornment 

Shams Akkawi 
Jamil Hermes  

 
Facility Management 

Nick Nahas 
Bob Simon  

 
Rental Coordinator 

Barbara Abraham 
 

Charities 
Sam Sahouri Ghanem 

 
Finance 

Gary Farha 
 

Stewardship 

Lina Eid 

 
EPISTLE 

(For the Sunday before the Nativity) 
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers. 

For Thou art justified in all that Thou hast done for us. 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40) 
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living 

in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the 
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the proph-
ets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weak-
ness, became mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better 
life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep 
and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over 
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by 
their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, 
that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Sunday before the Nativity: “The Genealogy”) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (1:1-25) 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  Abra-

ham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 
and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehosha-
phat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father 
of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the 
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah 
the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the 
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubba-
bel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of 
Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of 
Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is 
called Christ.  So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from 
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to 
the Christ were fourteen generations.  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When 
His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His 
Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name 
shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne 
a son; and he called His Name Jesus. 
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Visitors 
If you are visiting our  

parish, please let us get to 
know you.  Complete a 

visitor card you will find in 
your pew, and drop it in 

the ushers tray or the col-
lection box. 

Orthodox Christians 
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the  

celebration of the Eucharist when they receive 
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s  

command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.   
In order to be properly disposed to receive  
Communion, communicants should not be  

conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night 
before taking communion, and seek to live in  

charity and love with their neighbors. Persons 
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled 

with God and the Church through the Sacrament 
of Penance  

 
 

Non-Orthodox 
 

We welcome to this celebration of the  
Eucharist those Christians who are not 
fully united with us.  It is a consequence 

of the sad divisions in Christianity that we 
cannot extend to them a general invitation 
to receive Communion.  Orthodox believe 

that the Eucharist is an action of the  
celebrating community signifying a  

oneness in faith, life, and worship of the 
community.  Reception of the Eucharist 
by Christians not fully united with us 

would imply a oneness which does not yet 
exist, and for which we must all pray. 

Not  Receiving   
Communion 

 

Those not receiving  
sacramental communion 

are encouraged to  
express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity 
with the Lord Jesus and 

with one another by  
receiving a piece of 

blessed bread following 
the dismissal prayers. 

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul 
  

To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of  
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter  

the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy. 
  

   PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS  

   - the clergy censes the sanctuary 
   - the congregation is standing, or 
   - during the Little Entrance with the Gospel 
   - during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel 
   Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of 
   - the sermon 
   - the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts 
   - the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113 
   - the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet” 

  

Please follow the directions of the ushers during  
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones 

in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and 
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.   

 
SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND 

The Creed ~ p. 110   
The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118 

The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122   
The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125  

 

 

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY:  

The Emad Family 

40-Day Memorial for Uncle K. Philip Rahbany 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR OFFERED BY: 

Falafal Sale 

 

 

Commemorations 

 

For the servants of God that they may have mercy, 
peace, health, salvation and visitation,  

pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember 
them in his Kingdom always:  

now and ever, and unto ages of ages 

                LIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Josephine Lofgren  Salwa Gabro 
Sally Ruffin   Robert Dubois 
Nouha Aramouni  Joan Lanciani  
Bill Dora, Jr.   Linda Dora Elkanich 
Richie Ayoub   Patrick Emad 
Jamil Al-Kallas  Susan 
Emad Families   Rana Callas 
 
 

Parishioners who remain  
in our prayers continually 

 
Margaret Ashley May Fillah 

Richie Kogok  Brian Briggs 

Suad Shammas  Robert Simon 

Lulu & George Brown Bertha Aed 

Isabel Thredeh  Holly Dubois 

Thelma & Bob Badwey Edmond  & Sophie Neam 

For the Servants of God  
departed this life: the Lord God 
remember them in his kingdom al-

ways: now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages 

  

DEPARTED 

Issa Shammas 
Christopher Barr 

Fawzi Maher Zabaneh 
K. Philip Rahbany 

FROM THE CHARITY COMMITTEE 
Please start thinking about charities you would like to propose for 2016.  The Charities Commit-
tee is seeking your input as to the charities to be supported in 2016 with our monthly collections.  
We are planning to support International, Orthodox, National, and Local organizations as we 
have for the last several years.  Please provide the name of the organization you wish considered 
for the monthly collection to the any of the following committee members:  Ann Marie Moses, 

Carol Laham, and Sam Sahouri Ghanem. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all the faithful of St. Peter and Paul 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Elias Bitar 


