
 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

10620 River Road Potomac Maryland 20854  ●   301-765-3400  ●   www.peterpaulpotomac.org 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR AND BREAD OF HOLY  
OBLATION 

 
Baking or ordering the Holy Bread of Oblation or providing 
and serving the refreshments for Fellowship Hour following 
the Liturgy on Sundays is a great way  to practice Christian 
fellowship among our fellow parishioners.  Notice the open-
ings to the left and consider contributing to this vital ministry.  
Sign-up in the vestibule. 

Bread of Holy Oblation Fellowship Hour 

11 Jun George Jabbour  George Jabbour 
 

18 Jun Sam & Marie Khalil Sam & Marie Khalil 

25 Jun Zeina Maalouf/in honor of 
George’s Birthday & in Memory of 

Mounif Maalouf 

Church Picnic 

02 Jul Dr. Jack Ayoub/40-Day Memorial 
for Peter Ayoub 

 

09 Jul   
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Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 

All Things Are Possible to Him Who Believes 
Matins: Sundays 9:30am 

Divine Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 

Tone 8 / Eothinon 1 

First Sunday after Pentecost: All Saints Sunday 

Holy, Glorious Apostles Barnabas and Bartholomew; Barnabas 

of Basa in Cyprus and Barnabas of Vetluga; commemoration of 

the appearance of the Archangel Gabriel to a monk on Athos 

and the revelation of the hymn “It is truly meet” 

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 8) 
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to 
the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our 
Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF ALL SAINTS (Tone 4) 
Thy Church, O Christ God, hath regaled herself in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout 
the entire world, as in porphyry and purple. Through them she lifteth her voice crying: 
Turn with Thy compassion toward Thy people, and grant peace to Thy city, and to our 
souls the Great Mercy. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (Tone 4) 
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, inter-
cede with the Master of all to grant safety to the world and to our souls the great mercy. 
 
KONTAKION OF ALL SAINTS Tone 8) 

(**The original melody**) 
As first-fruits of our nature to the Planter of created things, * the world presenteth the 
God-bearing martyred Saints in off’ring unto Thee, O Lord. * Through their earnest 
entreaties, * keep Thy Church in deep peace and divine tranquility, * through the pure 
Theotokos, O Thou Who art greatly merciful. 

God rests in the saints and even in their very names, in their very images; it is only necessary to use their 

images with faith, and they will work miracles.   
St. John of Kronstadt 

The Antiochian Women “Angel Fund” 
The Ss. Peter & Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church “Angel Fund” an outreach of the Antiochian 
Women provides support to parishioners in need.  Our Pastor designates confidentially recipients 
who would benefit from the Angel Fund.   
 
The Angel Fund provides grocery gift cards to parishioners in need to help them with some of 
their food needs.  Donations and financial contributions toward this fund are welcomed, and 
should be made out to: Ss. Peter & Paul Antiochian Women and earmarked “Angel Fund.”  For 
more information contact Fr. Isaac at: frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org. 

 

 

 

THE SAINTS 
Bishop Hilarion (Alfeyev) 

 

The Mother of God stands at the head of the host of saints glorified by the Church.  In accordance with ancient 
tradition, the Church venerates the saints and addresses prayers to them.  Accusations that the Church worships 
mere human beings in the same way as God are unfounded.  Greek theology makes a clear distinction between the 
worship (latreia) of God and veneration (proskynesis) of the saints.  The latter are not venerated as gods, but as 
people who have attained a great spiritual height and who have become united with God.  The saints are closely 
connected with each other and with Christ.  In venerating the saints we venerate Christ, who lives in them. 
The golden chain of Christian holiness stretches from apostolic times to our own age: even now there are no few 
saints — secret and known — who will one day be glorified by the Church. 
 

Official numbering among the saints, or canonisation, is a comparatively late phenomenon: there were no acts of 
canonisation or glorification in the Early Christian Church.  Martyrs who suffered for Christ would become the 
object of reverential veneration by believers soon after their death; they would pray to them and would celebrate 
the Liturgy on their tomb.  In the Russian Orthodox Church it has always been the rule to celebrate the Liturgy on 
an ‘antimension’, a cloth into which the relics of a saint or martyr have been sewn, and which is placed on the altar.  
Alternatively, there may be relics placed under the holy table.  In this way the link is made between the Church on 
earth today, made up of living people, and the Church triumphant in heaven, made up of saints glorified by God.  It 
also shows how the martyrs are the basis and foundation of the Church.  ‘The blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
Christianity’, said Tertullian. 
 

The veneration of a particular saint does not follow from the act of canonisation.  In fact the reverse is true: can-
onisation of a saint comes about as a result of popular veneration.  There are saints about whose lives almost 
nothing is known, and yet they are universally venerated.  One such is St Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia 
in the fourth century.  He is glorified by Christians of both East and West and is loved by children and adults 
(Christmas holidays in the West would be unthinkable without Santa Claus visiting the home and bringing pre-
sents). Even non-Christians who pray to St Nicholas receive help from him.  This universal veneration of the saint 
is rooted in the experience of many generations of people: he has become the 'personal friend' of thousands of 
individuals whom he has helped and even saved from death. 

 
God himself sometimes gives visible confirmation of the sanctity of a particular person.  There are many saints 
whose bodies have been free from decay.  The relics of St Nicholas, located in Bari, Italy, exude a healing and 
sweet-smelling myrrh.  Those of the holy martyrs Anthony, John and Eustathius in the Monastery of the Holy 
Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, who died in 1346, remained intact for six hundred and fifty years, even though they 
lay beneath the earth for many years.   Many people have testified to the healing power of their relics. 
 
Some people find it difficult to understand why it is necessary to pray to the saints when we can pray to Christ.  
Yet the saints are not mediators between us and Christ: rather, they are our heavenly friends, able to hear us and 
help us through their prayers.  Without friends in heaven it is difficult to understand the reverential veneration 
which surrounds the saints.  It has to be said, therefore, that where there is no direct and living communion with 
the saints, the completeness of the Church as the mystical Body of Christ uniting the living and the dead, saints 
and sinners, cannot be fully experienced. 

SS. PETER & PAUL CHURCH LEARNING & MEDIA CENTER 
Donations are welcomed in support of the establishment of the new Church Leaning and Media Center.  
Please send all donations to Ss. Peter and Paul Church earmarked “Library Fund”.  In addition, donation of 
books on topics related to the Orthodox Faith, Doctrine, Church History, Liturgy, and Scripture will be grate-
fully accepted.  Please contact Fr. Isaac, Dn. Christian, or Kate Niewenhous for more information.   

mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We have classes for children 3 years old through 12th 
grade and meet following Communion. Registrations are 
handled online at http://tinyurl.com/registerSunSchool.  
We are also in need of snacks and juice for the children.  
Snacks must be peanut and tree nut free due to allergies.  
Individually wrapped snacks such as 100-calorie snacks 
work best.  Juice may be 100% juices or flavored water 
pouches.  We can use both 6-oz as well as 4-oz juice box-
es.  We are looking for one more teacher for this school 
year. Please contact peterpaulsundayschool@gmail.com. 
Sunday, June 11  last day of Church School 
 
TEEN SOYO 
June 18  Final Teen SOYO Mtg. of the school year  at 
12:30p/Conf. Cntr.  Officers & graduating seniors will be 
recognized. 
June 25  Teens to par ticipate in the Ss. Peter  & Paul 
picnic. 
 
YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
The Ss. Peter & Paul Young Adult Fellowship seeks to 
gather young adults (20-40 years of age) together in the 
ministry worship, witness, service, and fellowship.  These 
include study groups, outreach projects, potluck dinners, 
and other social and charitable gatherings.  For more in-
formation contact Jad Ibrahim Jr. at 
jad.ibrahim.jr@gmail.com or Dn. Christian Manasseh at 
dnchristian@peterpaulpotomac.org 
 

MEN’S CLUB 
Jun 25 *Ss. Peter & Paul Picnic/Bretton Woods Rec 
    Center (see flyer in Narthex) 

SS. PETER & PAUL OUTREACH VISITATION MIN-
ISTRY 
The outreach ministry seeks to visit and to assist the el-
derly, the sick, and those who are housebound, shut-in, 
or living in nursing homes.  Volunteers are needed who 
are willing to call and to visit and to reach out to our el-
derly brethren.  All those willing to help please contact 
the coordinators of the group:  George & Alma Jean Zaki 
at (georgezaki@gmail.com or ajmzaki@gmail.com), 
Alex Cox at (alexcoxsells@gmail.com) or Fr. Isaac at
(frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org).  Our Parish is grateful 
for this ministry remembering that when we visit the sick 
and the infirm we visit Christ himself. 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
Jun 11 *Last day of Church School 
 *Baptism of Melanie Bitar/1:30p 
Jun 12 *Apostles Fast begins 
Jun 13 *Parish Council Mtg./7p 
Jun 18 *Father’s Day 
 *Final Teen SOYO Mtg. of the school year 
    12:30p  
   LL Conf Rm.  Officers & graduating seniors will  
   be recognized. 
Jun 25 *Ss. Peter & Paul Picnic/Bretton Woods Rec Cntr  
    (see Flyer in Narthex) 
Jun 29-Jul 02 *Parish Life Conference/Little Falls, NJ 
    (see flyer in Narthex) 
Jul 04 *Church Office closed for Independence  
    Day 
Jul 23 –30 *Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Convention 
     Miami, Fl 

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church News and Events 

June 25 Ss. Peter & Paul Antiochian Orthodox 
Church Picnic 
Immediately following Liturgy 
Bring a side dish and/or dessert and we’ll provide the 
rest!   
Games for all ages; soccer, volleyball, basketball, & 
badminton competitions!   
Location: Bretton Woods Rec Center/15700 River 
Road, Germantown, MD  20874.   

NEW AUDIO SOUND SYSTEM 
After much study and technical consultation, the Ss. 
Peter and Paul Parish Council has contracted for the 
installation of a new audio sound system for the Church 
Sanctuary.  The new system will be installed over the 
next few weeks and tested.  Donations towards the cost 
of the system (approximately $43,000.00) to Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church earmarked ‘Sound System’ will be 
greatly appreciated.   

JULY 30, 2017 BULLETIN 
Please have all updates—prayers, events, Bazaar 
news—to the office no later than Monday, July 24 at 
noon.  The Bulletin will go to print on Tuesday, July 25 
in the early AM.  Thanks, so much.  Church Office 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Directors 

Samia Zolnerowich 
Jennifer Buchko 

 

Teachers 

Jumana Misleh 
Susan Kozlov 

Michelle Zook 

Christine Morin 
Lizzy Cassar 

Caroline Jarboe 
Chrissy Mackoul 

Anees Mokhiber 
Philip Allen 

AJ Wood 
Jennifer Montgomery 

Dina Saah 
Stephen Zolnerowich 

 
Men’s Club 

Sam Khalil 
 

Antiochian Women 
Carol Laham 

 
Teen SOYO 

Advisor 
Jamilee Bellone 

Officers 
Danielle Bellone 

Kinda Callas 
Maya Saah 

Joud Al-Kallas 

Juliana Natour 
 

Young Adult Fellowship 
Jad Ibrahim, Jr. 

 
Adornment 

Shams Akkawi 
Jamil Hermes 

 
Facility Management 

Sam Berberian 
Nick Nahas 

Bob Simon  
 

Rental Coordinator 
Barbara Abraham 

 
Charities 

Sam Sahouri Ghanem 
 

Finance 
Salim Habayeb 

 

Stewardship 
 

THE EPISTLE 
God is wonderful among His saints. Bless God in the congregations. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:33-12:2) 
 

Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, re-
ceived promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight.  Women received their dead by resurrection.  Some were tortured, refusing to ac-
cept release, so that they might rise again to a better life.  Others suffered mocking and 
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 
they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering 
over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these, though well 
attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen some-
thing better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.  Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfection of our faith. 

 
 

GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

(10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30) 
 

The Lord said to His disciples, “Everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father Who is in heaven; but whoever denies Me before 
men, I also will deny before My Father Who is in heaven.  He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me; and he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.”  
Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything and followed Thee.  What then shall 
we have?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the New World, when the Son of 
Man shall sit on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And every one who has left houses or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My Name’s sake, will re-
ceive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal life.  But many that are first will be last, and the 
last first.” 

IOCC Wrap-Up  
On Saturday, June 3, 2017, Ss. Peter and Paul and St. Mary's Antiochian Orthodox 
Churches co-sponsored an International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) Wine 
Reception for Syrian Relief at Ss. Peter and Paul. Close to 150 people registered and 
donated towards this effort. We welcomed several members of the IOCC and listened 
to a presentation by Lubna Ghanayem, IOCC Regional Director of Middle East Pro-
grams, and learned about the efforts of the IOCC in Syria and beyond. We want to 
thank the many generous donors who contributed financially towards making this event 
so successful and we are excited to share that close to $20,000 was raised. We also 
want to thank all of the volunteers for giving their time and resources; this event would 
not have been possible without the various talents of our wonderful volunteers and the 
donation of their time and resources. Thank you all for your support!  

http://tinyurl.com/registerSunSchool
mailto:georgezaki@gmail.com
mailto:ajmzaki@gmail.com
mailto:alexcoxsells@gmail.com
mailto:frisaac@peterpaulpotomac.org


 

 

Visitors 
If you are visiting our  

parish, please let us get to 
know you.  Complete a 

visitor card you will find in 
your pew, and drop it in 

the ushers tray or the col-

Orthodox Christians 
Faithful Orthodox fully participate in the  

celebration of the Eucharist when they receive 
Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s  

command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.   
In order to be properly disposed to receive  
Communion, communicants should not be  

conscious of grave sin, have fasted from the night 
before taking communion, and seek to live in  

charity and love with their neighbors.  Persons 
conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled 

with God and the Church through the Sacrament 
of Penance (Confession and Absolution).  A  

frequent reception of the Sacrament of  
Penance is encouraged for all.  

 

Non-Orthodox 
 

We welcome to this celebration of the  
Eucharist those Christians who are not 
fully united with us.  It is a consequence 

of the sad divisions in Christianity that we 
cannot extend to them a general invitation 
to receive Communion.  Orthodox believe 

that the Eucharist is an action of the  
celebrating community signifying a  

oneness in faith, life, and worship of the 
community.  Reception of the Eucharist 
by Christians not fully united with us 

would imply a oneness which does not yet 
exist, and for which we must all pray. 

Not  Receiving   
Communion 

 

Those not receiving  
sacramental communion 

are encouraged to  
express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity 
with the Lord Jesus and 

with one another by  
receiving a piece of 

blessed bread following 
the dismissal prayers. 

Welcome to Ss. Peter and Paul 
  

To encourage our worship in a proper spirit of  
prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask you to enter  

the sanctuary quietly during the Divine Liturgy. 
  

   PLEASE DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE SANCTUARY AS  

   - the clergy censes the sanctuary 
   - the congregation is standing, or 
   - during the Little Entrance with the Gospel 
   - during the Reading of the Epistle and the Gospel 
   - Please enter the sanctuary upon the completion of 
   - the sermon 
   - the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts 
   - the Prayers of Consecration p. 112-113 
   - the Hymn to the Theotokos “It is Truly Meet” 

  

Please follow the directions of the ushers during  
Communion and dismissal; refrain from using cell phones 

in the narthex; and be considerate of those praying and 
converse in the hall, outside or downstairs.   

SERVICE BOOK HELP ~FIND 
The Creed ~ p. 110   

The Lord’s Prayer ~ p. 118 
The Communion Prayer ~ p. 121-122   

The Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 125  
 
  

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION OFFERED BY: 

George & Amal Jabbour in Memory of Nadia & Souad Jabbour 

MEMORAL WHEAT OFFERED BY: 

George & Amal Jabbour in Memory of Nadia & Souad Jabbour 

FELLOWSHIP OFFERED BY: 

George & Amal Jabbour in Memory of Nadia & Souad Jabbour 

 

 

Commemorations 

 

 
 
For the servants of God that they may have mercy, peace, health, salvation and 
visitation, pardon and remission of sin; the Lord God remember them in his King-
dom always: now and ever, and unto ages of ages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LIVING 

Leena Haddad   Yasmin Courtright 

Elaine Buchko   Mariam Yazge 

Leila Khoury   Deborah Brown 

Mary Bazargan    Richard Ayoub 

Bob Petrossian   Julia Fayad 
Michael & Catherine Citrano  Maria Zacharias 

Alya Giavis   Melinda Fannoney 

Lorna Malooley   Kisar, Katia & Melanie Bittar 

George & Amal Jabbour  Adam Zavadil, Randa Khoury, & Zayna Zavadil 

Jabbour Family 

Sebastian, Leila & Sami Jabbour 

 

 

Parishioners who remain  
in our prayers continually 

Archpriest George Rados 
Margaret Ashley  Brian Briggs Mary Smith 
Helen White  Isabel Thredeh George Brown 
Holly Dubois  Thelma Badwey Everett Alvarez 
Edmond & Sophie Neam Tesia Yonkers Barbara Abraham 
George & Joan Abraham Lulu Brown Tania Mufarrij 

For the Servants of God  
departed this life: the Lord God 

remember them in his kingdom 
always: now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages 
  

DEPARTED 

Afaf Kanazeh 

Peter Ayoub 

Carol Roach 

Jeannette Bennett 

Harry Hier 

Helen Sheahin 

Nadia Jabbour 

Souad Jabbour 

Samir Jabbour 

Moussa Jabbour 

Martha Jabbour 

May Fillah 

Apostouli Barbopoulou 

Stewardship Corner/Theology of Giving Series – Week 19 

 
Ephesians 2: 19-20 … “So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 

Jesus himself being in cornerstone.” 

 
“What does this message from God require from me, His loyal and obedient servant?” What must I change in my life to be 
able to follow this teaching in both word and in deed?” 
Select the link to read the entire Theology of Giving series on our website blog: https://www.peterpaulpotomac.org/
stewardship-corner 

In Memory of May Fillah 
Ss. Peter & Paul church gratefully received this week the donation of an outdoor park bench from the children 
and family of the late May Fillah who fell asleep in the Lord last year.  May God grant her peace and repose 
and may her Memory be Eternal.   

https://www.peterpaulpotomac.org/stewardship-corner
https://www.peterpaulpotomac.org/stewardship-corner

